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Leading Article 





Roads for Britain 


THOUGH our record in modern road construction looks 
trivial in comparison with what has been done in Germany 
and the United States we are doing a good deal more 
today than appears to be commonly supposed. It was 
a good idea to put something of this on record, as the 
Conservative and Unionist Party have now done in a well- 
produced booklet entitled ‘Roads for Britain.’* This is 
full of interesting facts and figures about current work 
and future plans, and there are numerous illustrations, 
including a plan showing all our new major road under- 
takings. 

The cause of our comparative backwardness, it is 
explained, is the enormous demand on money, materials 
and manpower, which are all being competed for by 
housing, hospitals and other services of first importance. 
The booklet claims that the Government has given roads 
a high priority, and shows that expenditure on the 
modernising of our road system is steadily and substan- 
tially rising. For instance, in 1954-55 Road Fund pay- 
ments for new road construction and major improvements 
came to only £4,927,000 and total commitments to some 
£23 million, including Scotland. In 1960-61 the total 
outlay was over £60 million, and commitments had risen 
to more than £100 million for England and Wales alone, 
while in the same period the cost to the Exchequer of road 
maintenance and minor improvements in England and 
Wales had risen to some £324 million, to which must be 
added many millions from the rates. In the spring of 
1961 there were 128 miles of new motorway in use and 
another 125 miles were under construction. A total of 
275 miles will be in use by the summer of 1963. Work 
on 29 trunk road schemes in England and Wales, each 
costing over £100,000, was also authorised during 1960-61. 
In view of our late start this is reasonably encouraging. 


The booklet has little to say about the appalling problem 
of urban traffic congestion, though there is a guarded 
reference to the way the Study Group, recently set up by 
the Minister of Transport under Mr. C. D. Buchanan, 
may be thinking about the challenge ahead—to see ‘ how 
we can retain towns which are still broadly in the compact 
tradition, with safe and stimulating environments, while 
retaining the undoubted advantages of motor transport.’ 
One danger to be guarded against is the destruction of 
urban amenity by road viaducts. Fortunately we have 
nothing in this country to match with the nightmare con- 
volutions of the Los Angeles road system, but already 
engineering structures are beginning to dominate the urban 
landscape rather disturbingly in places, as we can see 
in the case of the Chiswick Flyover and the proposed 
road viaduct for London Airport traffic, both of which 
are illustrated in the booklet. No doubt such things must 
be if traffic is to be kept freely flowing, but the less we 
have of them the better. This is a point to which the 
Study Group could profitably devote special attention. 

In a foreword to the booklet Mr. Marples, the Minister 
of Transport, claims that by the mid-1960s the ‘bind’ 
should have gone out of driving between our main cities, 
though in the towns it will be more difficult; but schemes 
like the Hyde Park Underpass and Hammersmith Flyover 
will be completed next year. ‘One thing is certain,’ he 
says— We shall press on and press on fast.’ With the 
reasonable prospect of motor traffic being twice its present 
volume in ten years’ time, the only doubt is whether we 
are pressing on fast enough. If cost is the main obstacle 
to more rapid progress it is salutary to remember that 
delays due to traffic congestion are estimated to have been 
costing the country some £200 million a year. 


* 32 Smith Square, Westminster, SWI. 





THE ACTION taken by certain local 
authorities in appointing unregistered per- 
sons to posts whose descriptions contain 
the word ‘architect’ raises questions of 
principle and precedent. One of these is 
that if the Architects Registration Coun- 
cil allows this matter to go unchallenged 
it will create bad feeling among the fully 
qualified staffs of the local authority 
architects’ departments under question, 
and create a precedent that will be 
extremely difficult to deny to others. 
Needless to say the two cases that have 
been brought to the attention of 
ARCUK’s professional” purposes commit- 
tee are being strongly contended in an 
effort to scotch such action and so pre- 
vent further incidents. The task is not 
made lighter by the attitude of one city 
architect who, it seems, persists in 
defending this policy, and in another case 
where there are conflicting interpreta- 
tions of the Registration Act of 1938. 


* * * 


THERE HAVE BEEN many cases of per- 
sons being successfully prosecuted for 
calling themselves ‘architects’ when in 
so doing they transgress the provisions of 
the law. Architects themselves are not 
seldom censured for defaulting in some 
respect, the most common being non-pay- 


NEW LUTYENS BRIDGE, STAINES. 
which is nearing completion. 


ment of the annual retention fee. Some 
of these architects who have defaulted 
have in fact been subsequently prosecuted, 
convicted and fined. If bona-fide members 
of a respected profession must be bound 
by the 1938 Act, which states, quite 
categorically, that to practise under the 
name of architects they must be regis- 
tered persons, then it would be irrespon- 
sible and detrimental to the best interests 
of the profession to allow the action of 
these two local authorities to pass without 
serious challenge. The law is rigid—there 
cannot be one for local government 
officers and another for the rest. 


RIBA Events 


A NICE BALANCE between the many skills 
and professional subjects in which the 
architect must have some passing know- 
ledge is observable in the list of events 
scheduled for the forthcoming session of 
the RIBA. The programme gets under 
way on November 7 with a paper on ‘ New 
Strategies for Local Authority Building’ 
by Mrs. Layton (of which more later) and 
continues on the last three Wednesdays 
of the month with a series of public lec- 
tures by R. Furneaux Jordan, ‘ Modern 
Architecture Yesterday, Today and To- 
morrow ’—an innovation which is to be 


A view from downstream of the Bell Weir Bridge, 
The bridge, which retains the form and elevation 


designed by the late Sir Edwin Lutyens, will carry the Staines by-pass over the 


Thames near Runnymede. 


The design was the subject of considerable controversy 


two years ago when the £458,856 tender of Messrs. W. C. French Ltd. was 

accepted by the Ministry of Transport, the Alderton Construction Co. claiming 

that they could build a bridge of modern design to fulfil the same function for 

£285,000. The consulting engineers for the new bridge are Messrs. C. W. Glover 

& Partners, who have worked in conjunction with Mr. George Stewart, FRIBA, 
consulting architect 
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commended as a practical step towards 
developing public interest in architecture. 
On November 28 there is a lecture on 
the development of the new town at Hook 
by Messrs. Cox, Shankland and West— 
the first of several talks the discussion 
of which will be picked up on subsequent 
occasions by the Architectural Associa- 
tion, an idea which will justify itself or 
otherwise by virtue of the interest the 
papers offer. 
* * * 

PRACTICALITY is the keynote of the list. 
Professional Responsibility; the appraisal 
of two important London buildings (Hide- 
place flats and the new Vickers building 
on Millbank); and what promises to be 
an informative paper by Sir Thomas 
Bennett on ‘Financing of Building and 
Property Development’ are among the 
subjects; the historical side is not for- 
gotten (Mr. J. H. V. Davies speaks on 
Hawksmoor on May 15); housing in the 
1960s will be described by Mr. Cleeve 
Barr; and the Junior Liaison Committee 
will listen to a critical review of the 
building industry on November 23. There 
should be a large attendance on February 
6, when there will be a discussion on the 
report of the RIBA Office Survey teams. 
Dropped like plums into the cake are the 
standard events—the criticism of stu- 
dents’ designs, the annual discourse (this 
time by Louis Kahn) and the British 
Architects’ Conference at Coventry in 
July, with which the session ends. It will 
be seen that the ‘new look’ which was 
promised earlier in the year has come 
about, and council and secretariat both 
earn congratulation on the result. 

* * * 


MRS. LAYTON’S LECTURE, to which refer- 
ence is made above, should prove both 
provocative and stimulating, as may be 
expected from the author of the recent 
report published by the Royal Institute of 
Public Administration. The paper will 
touch, one gathers, on questions such as 
the réle of Government development and 
research, direct labour, the place of the 
authority architect and the private archi- 
tect, the challenge presented by building 
costs, the achievement of CLASP, and 
the gulf still yawning between contractor, 
client and architect. A good many local 
government officials other than architects 
are expected to be at the meeting, which 
could be most helpful in stimulating local 
authorities to adopt new ideas and pro- 
cedures that could give architects gener- 
ally far greater opportunities. The ‘ House 
Full’ notices should be out on Novem- 
ber 7. 


The AA’s New Session 


SIMULTANEOUSLY, the Architectural Asso- 
ciation has issued its sessional pro- 
gramme. Under E. J. Carter’s director- 
ship, the AA, for the first time for many 
years, has planned its sessional meetings 
as a coherent series framed round one 
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broad theme—the architect’s relations 
with his colleagues in neighbouring pro- 
fessions and fields of work. The meetings 
list (which, like that of the RIBA, appears 
on page 724) will show the variety of sub- 
ject which has been brought within this 
framework, Two meetings which at first 
glance may seem to stand outside the 
series—the Presidential address, on Octo- 
ber 25, and the paper on ‘ The Training 
and Education of the Architect’ by the 
new Principal, W. A. Allen—will cer- 
tainly touch on the theme; Mr. Austin- 
Smith cannot fail to have collected some 
ammunition for his address from his 
experience as chairman of the RIBA office 
survey (which survey, incidentally, is not 
likely to be made public until January), 
and Mr. Allen’s interest in ‘ inter-rela- 
tions’ is well known. By February 28, 
when he gives his talk, he will have had 
five months’ experience of his new job. 

Other talks which catch the attention 
are those on ‘Co-operation between 
Architects and Sociologists’ by Peter 
Wilmot and Edmund Cooney (November 
(29), ‘Urban Renewal’ by Walter Bor 
(January 31) and ‘ The Architect and the 
Engineer’ by Frank Newby (April 25). 
Before these comes an informal meeting on 
November 8 when Walter Gropius, then 
in England to receive the gold medal of 
the Royal Society of Arts, will take part 
in a discussion on his published paper, 
‘The Architect in Society.’ Still within 
the framework come a series of discus- 
sions in which subjects discussed at 
RIBA meetings will be followed-up; the 
first of these, on December 7, will be on 


papers given in the last RIBA session by 
Professor Pevsner and Reyner Banham, 
both dealing with historical subjects. 


* * * 


ENOUGH HAS BEEN SAID to indicate that 
the AA should be in for a lively session. 
A reduction of the number of dinner 
places so as to give more room for those 
attending the subsequent meeting only, is 
a step in the direction of integrating 
membership and students that is to be 
welcomed. 


Chester-terrace to be Modernised 


FOLLOWING THE SUCCESSFUL MODERNISA- 
TION of Cumberland-terrace, Regents Park 
(to which reference was made in ‘ The 
Builder’ of July 28, p. 146), the Crown 
Estates Commissioners have sanctioned 
similar work on Chester-terrace, recog- 
nised as one of Nash’s best buildings. In 
effect, only the frontage will be retained, 
the 136-year-old interior being completely 
gutted and rebuilt as modern homes. The 
facade to the Park will be restored to its 
original design, extra storeys which had 
been added to some of the houses being 
removed, and Chester-terrace mews, be- 
hind, will be demolished and 44 new 
houses, an underground garage for 80 
cars, and a block of small flats and ten 
shops built in their place. The scheme 
(being constructed for the Hallmark 
Group at a cost of about £14m. by Messrs. 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts (Great 
Britain) Ltd., to the designs of Mr. Ken- 
neth Peacock, FRIBA) will be welcomed 
as showing that a place can yet be found 
in the modern scheme of things for the 
best of the legacy of the past. It may be 


remembered that all flats at Cumberland- 
terrace were sold before the work of 
reconstruction was completed. 


Unsolved Traffic Problems 


AN INCREASED amount of publicity is being 
given to the traffic problems of the 
country as a whole and in particular to 
those of London, Various schemes have 
been devised by interested bodies and 
independent persons to alleviate the chaos 
which exists in the central area of our 
capital. One of these, by Brigadier T. I. 
Lloyd (‘ The Builder,’ April 8, 1960), pro- 
posed that the Inner Circle Tube should 
be turned into an inner ring road. 
Unfortunately, many of these schemes, 
possibly at first glance impracticable, 
never receive full analysis nor even notice 
by the official bodies concerned. 

The Institution of Municipal Engineers 
held a ‘ Planning for Traffic’ convention 
in London on October 5: Four papers 
were presented, extracts from which 
appear on page 741 of this issue. The con- 
clusion to be drawn from this convention 
is that little has been done to provide 
an adequate transport system for the 
country, and that it is imperative that a 
large increase in co-ordinated planning 
and allocation of finance be provided 
without delay. 


Mr. Arthur Lambert 


AT THE QUARTERLY MEETING of the Archi- 
tects Registration Council of the United 
Kingdom (reported elsewhere in this 
issue) Mr. Arthur Lambert, the member 
appointed by the council of the IAAS, 
received unanimous approbation and con- 


gratulation on achieving his eightieth 
birthday which took place in August. We 
take this opportunity to add our good 
wishes to one of whom it must be said he 
is not eighty years old, but eighty years 
young. It is remarkable that one who has 
served his profession well for more than 
half a century should continue to take 
such a positive interest in its administra- 
tion, especially after retirement from 
practice. He sets an admirable example 
to his younger professional colleagues 
with whom we join in wishing him many 
more years of fruitful retirement. 


Rome Scholarship in Architecture 


IN ADDITION to the Rome Scholarship, the 
award of which was announced in ‘ The 
Builder’ of September 22, the Faculty of 
Architecture of the British School at 
Rome have awarded a special Scholar- 
ship of one year’s duration to the 
‘Proxime Accessit’ in the competition, 
Mr. C. H. Bosel, B Arch (Queensland). 


Poet's Corner 


IT IS ESTIMATED that delays caused by 
traffic congestion have been costing the 
country some £200 million a year. 


Two hundred million pounds a year— 

The cost of hold-ups which occur! 

And cost it is that incommodes 

The rapid building of new roads. 

The traffic chaos we endure 

Contains its own financial cure; 

Forget the cares of cost and audit, 

The doleful cry ‘We can’t afford it’! 

For waste, without the slightest doubt, 

Eliminated cancels out 

Cost of construction, so we ought 

To get our fine new roads for nought! 
ANON. 


UNIVERSITY OF SUSSEX DEVELOPMENT.—A part of the College House at the new 
University of Sussex at Falmer, near Brighton. Designed by Sir Basil Spence, RA, 
the main reinforced concrete structure is being cast and erected by the Modular 
Concrete Co. Ltd. The College House is based on 10, 15 and 20 ft. grids, and 
consists of a series of 3-storey vaults. The building is essentially an open concrete 
frame, with sections filled in to provide the accommodation. The contract also 
includes the framework for the 3-storey Physics building. The consulting engineers 
are Ove Arup & Partners, and the quantity surveyors, Reynolds & Young. The 
Modular contract, valued at £190,000, was started last March, and is scheduled 
to be completed by January next 
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Extensions to White City Stadium 


BEGBEY & MEERS, architects 
A. E, BEER, ERD, MICE, structural engineer 


entrance elevation from Wood-lane 


upper terracing 


THE ADDITIONS at White City consist of a new 240-ft. long building, form- 
ing the main entrance to the Olympic Stadium, containing escalators, bars, 
totalisators and other amenities; and the modernisation of the existing 
stands to form a 340-ft. long, glass-fronted stand, heated and ventilated 
throughout. The new extension, measuring 240 ft. x 30 ft., is supported on 
two portal frames with four intermediate columns, leaving clear spans of 
roughly 60 ft. This construction repeats on each floor. A spine beam runs 
along the whole length of the building at first floor level, carrying the main 
structure. As a fair-face finished surface was required, without any defects 
or blemishes, it was necessary to pour these beams in one operation. The 
end columns are supported on r.c. foundations at either end of the build- 
ing, each measuring 31 ft. x 22 ft. x 5 ft. deep. The centre four columns 
rest on a continuous r.c. base 72 ft. x 22 ft. x 5 ft. deep. These bases were 
to be laid on the gravel bed, expected at about 18 ft. below ground level. 
Gravel was reached, in fact, at about 18 to 20 ft. depth, and mass concrete 
was poured to a depth of 3 ft., on top of which the r.c. foundations were 
laid. Altogether, 1,000 cu. yds. of concrete were poured into foundation 
work. 

The main problem in the terrace reconstruction was cutting out the old 
r.c, and steel terracing, without interfering with the use of the stadium 
below. This was complicated by the existence under this part of the stadium 
of the totalisator machine room, bars, workshops, etc., at a mezzanine level, 
the protection of these and the avoidance of a mass of electric cables and 
other services which existed. The design and construction of the new beams 
along the terracing was likewise complicated, in order to avoid interference 
with these obstructions. 
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A. W. KIBBLE, ARICS, quantity surveyor 
FORD & WALTON LTD., general contractors 
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The start of the project in September 
1960 followed a very wet summer and, as 
a result, the water table, normally 16 ft. 
below ground level, was encountered at 
12 ft. The gravel stream stratum was 
known to be about 18 ft. down, and only 
normal surface pumping was envisaged. 
Surface pumping soon proved that water 
entered the pits as fast as it was pumped 
out, and there was considerable running 
sand flowing from under the stanchions 
of the existing stadium. This necessitated 
under-pinning and dead-shoring, and it 
was decided to well-point the area to 
lower the water table. Again, owing to 
the close proximity of the existing build- 
ings, the well-point tubes had to be 
driven inside the pits. 


The time factor also presented prob- 
lems of site organisation and manage- 
ment. Work commenced in September, 
1960, with the requirement that the 
project be completed for the opening of 
the following season in May, 1961, a con- 
tract period of eight months, without any 
possibility of a time extension. Ford & 
Walton Ltd. are one of the Chamberlain 
Group of Companies. 


sub-contractors & suppliers : 


Architectural metalwork & door furniture: 
A. J. Binns Ltd.; sanitary fittings: Stitsons 
Sanitary Fittings Ltd.; plumbing, hot water 
installation: J. C. Spooner (Heating) Ltd.; 
bricks: W. T. Lamb & Sons Ltd.; curtain 
walling, sliding & standard metal windows: 
Luxfer Ltd.; electric goods lift and escala- 
tors: J. & E. Hall Ltd.; roof lights: Lenscrete 
Ltd.; precast terracing: Concrete (Southern) 
Ltd.; heating and ventilation installations: 
Heat & Air Systems; Wellpoint dewatering 
system: Millars Machinery Co. Ltd.; doors: 
Venesta Plywood; Grecon susp. ceiling: D. 
Anderson & Son Ltd.; asphalt roofing: Faldo 
Asphalt Co. Ltd.; stair nosings: Safety Tread 
Co. Ltd.; flower boxes and planting: Land- 
scape Ltd.; travelling cradle: Palmers Travel- 
ling Cradle & Scaffold Co. Ltd.; terrazzo 
partitions & paving: Marriott & Price Ltd.; 
electrical installations: James Kilpatrick & 
Son Ltd.; ice tanks: C. & O. General Sheet 
& Metalwork Ltd.; vinyl asbestos floor tiling: 
Hors!ey-Smith & Co. Ltd.; metal balustrad- 
ing: |. Salway & Sons; steel grilles: Adam 
and Lane & Neeve Ltd.; floor tiling and 
mosa:cs: W. B. Simpson & Sons Ltd.; plate 
glass & Vitrolite: Steels Ltd.; sheeting: 
Roberts-Adlard; gates: S. G. Day Ltd.; light 
fittings: A. E. 1. Lamp & Lighting Co. Ltd.; 
spirit dispense stands: J]. & W. Shale; fire 
protection treatment: Newalls Insulation Co. 
Ltd.; Formica panels: Formica Ltd.; plaster- 
ing: Offer & Son; reinforcement: Rom River 
Co, Ltd.; gloss and epicoats: Leyland Paint; 
emulsion paint: Smith & Walton; mats: 
Cumex Ltd. 
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Professors of Architecture 
Mr. Loweth’s Reply to Mr. Mills 


sIR,—I enclose for purpose of publica- 
tion a copy of a letter sent by me on 
October 14 to Mr. Edward D. Mills, CBE, 
FRIBA, Chairman of the Board of Archi- 
tectural Education, in reply to one from 
him, dated October 3, which also was sent 
to you, Sir, for publication in ‘The 
Builder’ of October 13. 

SIDNEY H. LOWETH [FSA, FRIBA], 

2 Balfour-court, Folkestone, Kent. 


re: ‘ PROFESSORS OF ARCHITECTURE ” 

DEAR MR. MILLS, I thank you for your 
letter of the 3rd inst., and note that you 
sent a copy to ‘ The Builder’ for publica- 
tion, the contents of which I feel sure 
have surprised quite a number of archi- 
tect readers. 

I agree with your statement that 
‘some’ letters published in that journal 
are based upon lack of knowledge of all 
the real facts of a case, and I would cite 
yours as being outstanding in that respect. 

May I respectfully point out that you 
and your immediate entourage are either 
unaware or refuse to acknowledge the 
effects of ‘the wind of change’ on our 
profession, and to this end I would com- 
mend your attention to the following : — 

(1). That the insistence of the Institute 
‘many years ago’ that Professors of 
Architecture should be allowed to run 
private practices was for the sole reason 
to enable them to keep in touch with the 
practical side of the profession, and no 
more than that. ss 

(2). That the successful applicants were 
appointed as ‘ Professors,’ and that private 
practising was then regarded as of minor 
importance. 

(3). Since the war—with the advent of 
vast building developments—some of the 
Professors have seized the opportunities 
to exploit to the full the advantages of 
being permitted to run private practices, 
and collect appointments—including the 
assessing of many competitions. 

The profession is now being told from 
certain quarters that the Universities are 
‘lucky’ in having successful private 
practitioners as their Professors. 

(4). That the situation as it now stands, 
is regarded by many private practitioners 
as ‘unfair’ competition, as these Pro- 
fessors draw good permanent four figure 
salaries, with the advantages of pensions, 
cheap student assistance (in the guise of 
office experience), payments of expenses 
and opportunities of top-line publicity— 
which is often denied to those in private 
practice—and which enables them to 
‘collect’ more commissions and become 
‘successful and distinguished architects’ 
—to use your own phrasing. 

(5). The salaries of University Pro- 
fessors are paid either out of public or 
semi-public funds and full particulars of 
these, together with conditions of ser- 
vice, should be made available to the 
public on request; under no conditions 
are they—as you state—a ‘ matter solely 
between the Professors and their respec- 
tive Universities.’ 

Furthermore, the full conditions of the 
appointments are published, when 


vacancies are to be filled. 

That there is nothing ‘ secret’ about the 
salaries and conditions of service, and in 
proof of this I would state that certain 
Universities have furnished me with this 
information without any hesitancy what- 
soever. 

If conditions really exist contrary to 
this, I would be glad if you would furnish 
me with them, so that they can be ex- 
plored and the results made public. 

(6). It is thought by many architects 
that the responsibility and obligations of 
a full-time Professor of Architecture, are 
so exacting that it should leave him but 
little time to carry out private practice 
except as originally intended. And that 
in consequence no such Professors should 
even be elected to the Council of the 
Institute—with its many attendances at 
committees and sub-committees, etc.— 
but that they be co-opted automatically 
on to all committees that are concerned 
with education matters. 

In conclusion, I would again congratu- 
late both the ‘ Daily Telegraph ’ and ‘ The 
Builder’ on bringing this matter of ‘ Pro- 
fessors and Private Practice’ before the 
public, and would suggest that the acid 


Letters to 


Aeautv5— 


‘ Darling—don’t be like the 

Minister of Housing and Local 

Government—promise me 
you'll never change!’ 


test to this situation would be to have 
the whole subject fully investigated and 
the results published. But the obvious 
first difficulty would be whom to get to 
do it. 

Like you, I am sending a copy of this 
letter to ‘The Builder.’—Your sincerely, 

SIDNEY H. LOWETH. 


the Editor 





The Genius of John Rennie; London's Face Lift 


sIR,—The informative and _ interesting 
article in ‘The Builder’ of June 23 by 
Miss Frances Collingwood on Rennie 
(1761-1821) commenced on a challenging 
note, to wit: ‘Two centuries ago one 
would hardly have expected an engineer- 
ing genius to emerge from a country as 
primitive as Scotland then was. Yet, on 
June 7, 1761, such a man was born in 
a farmstead at Phantassie, near Hadding- 
ton.’ 

Your present correspondent has selec- 
ted for comment just a baker’s dozen of 
Rennie’s contemporary countrymen, 
mostly already making, or shortly there- 
after to make, not un-notable contribu- 
tions to our national culture, the benefit 
of which we still enjoy. 

In the sciences I have placed Joseph 
Block (1728-1799), discoverer of latent 
heat; engineering, Thomas Telford (1757- 
1834); military, Sir John Moore (1761- 
1809). In the arts: literature, James 
Boswell (1721-1771); poetry, James Thom- 
son (1700-1748); painting. Allan Ramsey 
(1713-1784). In the professions: medi- 
cine, John Hunter (1728-1793), who had 
an almost equally eminent physician 
brother, William; political economy, 
Adam Smith (1723-1790); philosophy, 
David Hume _ (1711-1766); banking, 
William Paterson (1658-1719), founder of 
Banks of England and Scotland; architec- 
ture, James Gibb (1728-1792) and—how 
could you forget, Miss Collingwood?— 
Robert Adam (1728-1792). 

None-the-less, Miss Collingwood, your 
delightful memoir of John Rennie, of 
Phantassie Farm, exonerates you com- 


pletely. By the way, did you notice the 
reference to Rennie’s ‘doo-cot’ in ‘ The 
Builder’ of July 28, 1961, p. 186. You'll 
note, sir, that I may be late in reading 
my ‘ Builder,’ but I never fail to do so 
sooner or later. 

JAMES MCCASH [BSC(GLAS.), AMICE, 

MIMECHE, MIEE], 
Old Ham Lodge, Ham-street, 
Ham, Richmond, Surrey. 


*London’s Face Lift’ 


sir,—Mr. Arthur 
‘“London’s Face Lift’ (‘The Builder,’ 
October 6) is interesting. Perhaps at 
some later date we may find all materials 
for facades faced with clear glass, or 
with a plastic that will give a clean and 
delightful polished appearance like ‘ The 
Daily Express’ building in Fleet-street. 
Then the problem of how to lay glass 
faced bricks will arise. Will the ding- 
dong of the trowel ring louder ? 
Bricklayers to-day are generally defined 
By ding-donging and dong-dinging with their 

trowel; 
The bolster once employed has long declined 
Like the four courses to a foot as well. 
For a Queen Closer they take fifteen swipes 
And for the King a dozen more; 
Thousands of bricks get wasted due to 

strikes, 
And the noise of the ding-dongs is galore. 
If facade maierials do get faced with glass, 
Lord only knows what bricklayers will do! 
The Noise Abatement Act will be a farce 
Because they'll need more swipes for laying 

of a few. 

It will be found best and cheapest to 
keep to soot and grime. 

W. MACDONALD, 
5 Hurst-row, Eastbourne. 


Kenyon’s article 





Luxury Housing at Dulwich 
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AUSTIN VERNON & PARTNERS, F/ARIBA, architects 
DEREK LOVEJOY & ASSOCIATES, landscape architects 


WATES BUILT HOMES LTD., general contractors 


THIS DEVELOPMENT Of 42 houses is on 
the Dulwich College Estate, and the 
governors were anxious to preserve the 
natural amenities and rural aspect of 
Woodhall by adopting low density lay- 
out and high quality residences. 

Six type designs have been produced 
which retain common qualities of style 
for visual relation. The common 
denominators are low, sweeping roof 
lines, split-storey levels and continuous 
stretches of landscaped frontage. 

All the houses are leasehold for 99 
years. Type B provides 3,130 sq. ft. of 
accommodation and costs £20,000. Type 
C, 2,778 sq. ft. floor area, costs £16,500. 
Type D, 2,369 sq. ft., costs £15,000. 

Construction is cavity brick walls 
with Thermalite block inner skin and 
partitions. Roofs are Welsh slate on 
Lattenax insulation. Other cladding 
materials include cedar shingles, Ply- 
glass, white painted weatherboarding 
and Tyrolean render. All joinery is of 


house type B has 3,130 sq. ft. of accommodation 


hardwood, and floors are Loliondo or 
Afrormosia strip. 

The kitchen has individually designed 
hand-made panels of glazed tiles, by 
Michael Caddy, Des. RCA. Hardwood 
tambour larder doors and natural beech 
vegetable trays are also incorporated. 
The houses are decorated throughout to 
the purchaser’s requirements. 

Full central heating is by low-pressure 
hot water system with a network of 
steel panel radiators and Copperad Wall- 
strip skirting units designed to the 
requirements of each house by heating 
consultants E. E. Pratt & Partners Ltd. 
Domestic hot water is also provided 
from the fully automatic Potterton 
130,000 Btu oil-fired boiler. 

The entire system is completely auto- 
matic in operation via a control panel 
located in the kitchen. The controller 
incorporates a time switch which shuts 
off the boiler during the night and 
automatically brings into operation a 


minimum temperature room thermostat 
which, if the temperature falls too low, 
switches on the boiler again. 


sub-contractors & suppliers : 


Boilers: T. Potterton & Co. Ltd.; decora- 
tive tiles: Michael Caddy; draught proofing: 
Contravent Ltd.; electrician: A. & V. Elec- 
trics Ltd.; external joinery: H. & C. Janes 
Ltd.; facing bricks: R. Parton (Builders 
Merchants) Ltd.; fans: Vent Axia Ltd.; 
fires: R. Baxendale & Co. Ltd.; flush doors: 
Gliksten Doors Ltd.; gas carcassing: South 
Eastern Gas Board; glazier: F. Neennen 
Glassworks Ltd.; hardwood floor: Bamber- 
gers Ltd.; heating contractors: R. H. Adams 
(Forest Hill) Ltd.; ironmongery: G. & S. 
Allgood Ltd.; joinery: Hook’s Joinery 
Works Ltd.; kitchen units: F. Wrighton 
& Sons Ltd.; landscaping: Knowles & Wel- 
ler Ltd.; painting: King Bros.; plastering: 
C. Pinn & Co. Ltd.; polished slate: W. Per- 
rin & Co. Ltd.; roof slating: H. Tuxford & 
Co. Ltd.; sanitary ware: W. N. Froy & Sons 
Ltd.; thermoplastic tiling: The Marley Tile 
Co. Ltd.; wall tiling: H. Nutman & Co. 
Ltd.; wrought iron balustrade: E. C. 
Blackmore Ltd. 
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Dulwich Housing 
house type C 





Productivity and 
Prices 


‘The Builder’ Quarterly Analysis 
of Trends 


Specially prepared for ‘ The Builder’ 
by Professor C. F. Carter, Stanley 
Jevons Professor of Political Economy, 
University of Manchester, and former 
member of the Girdwood Committee 
on the cost of Housing, from statistics 
kindly supplied by the Ministry of 
Works (Statistical Branch). 


© ‘ THE BUILDER’ 


WHAT DO the statistics of the building 
industry tell us, just after the exceptional 
wage increase of October 2? Looking 
back, the load of work was still rising in 
the second quarter of 1961, and was then 
some 10 per cent higher than a year 
before. Repair and maintenance work 
does not alter much, and housing output 
was up by only 5 to 6 per cent, so that 
the dynamic element was still the volume 
of ‘new non-housing work,’ running in 
the second quarter 18 per cent higher 
than a year before. The 18 per cent 
increase was carried by an increase of 
around 9 per cent in labour; the indus- 
try as a whole was employing in August 
about 1,128,000 men, as compared with 
1,063,000 in April, 1960, most of the 
increase going into the non-housing work. 
This ability to attract still more labour, 
of a sort, at a time of general shortage 
has helped the industry to carry an excep- 
tional load of work; but a considerable 
contribution has also been made by 
higher ‘ productivity,’ either from better 
working orf from longer hours. All sec- 
tions show further increases in net out- 
put per man-month, including (for the 
first time in the present series of statistics) 
a significant increase in the first half of 
1961 for repair and maintenance work. 
The increase from the second quarter of 
1960 to the second quarter of 1961 was 
5 per cent for housing work, 10 per cent 
for new non-housing work, and 2 per 
cent for repair and maintenance work. 


Building Material Prices 


The prices of building materials have 
continued a gentle rise, and over the 
period from February to October the cost 
per man-hour of building labour has 
remained unchanged (except for insurance 
changes). Consequently, with rising pro- 
ductivity, the output price indices have 
been kept in check; the Ministry’s figure 
for ‘all building’ for the first quarter was 
revised downwards by one point, and 
their figure for the second quarter was 
two points lower than our earlier esti- 
mate. The rise of one point suggested 
for the third quarter is conjectural. 

As stated last quarter, however, the 
‘output price index’ is related to current 
costs of labour and materials and current 
profits and overheads; over the past nine 
months it has lost all contact with tender 
prices, which relate to work to be carried 
out over a future period in which there 
was to be a known and large wage in- 
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Taste A—OUTPUT OF THE BUILDING AND CIVIL ENGINEERING 
INDUSTRY IN GREAT BRITAIN (excluding direct work of Public Authorities) 


| Indices, 1955 (average) = 100 


Values at 1955 
i (constant prices) 


Actual average prices 
value of 
gross ' 
output Gross Net 
output output 


Net 
output 
per man- 
month 


Materials 
input 
per man- 
month 


Input of 
materials | Gross 
output 
£ mn. £ mn. 


£ mn. £ mn. 


TABLE 1.— New housing work 
1956* han aaa 142 
1957* oad ida 

1958* 


1959* 
1960 
I 


Ill 
IV 
1961 I 
II 





TABLE 2.— New non-housing work 


19568 eared 192 184 
1958* ey pA SS, 





1959* 
1960 I 
II 
Ill 
IV 
1961 
II 


TABLE 3.— Repair and maintenance work 


1956* ae se 100 93 

1957* oe! ie 101 90 

1958* a Sata 104 91 

1959* i ee 115 

a ee 117 
aa 122 
ae 128 
ae 126 

. a 127 
= 130 101 





TABLE 4.— All building and civil engineering work 


1956* eee 434 412 211 
1957* paar, ia 447 412 212 200 
1958* sant) © < ea 455 410 208 202 


1959* vee. Gas 494 451 226 225 
ee eee | ee 500 464 233 231 
eae 536 478 240 238 
CCF 551 485 245 240 
weak ae 559 500 248 252 
i ae 564 501 255 246 
J 604 528 265 263 





TABLE B.— PRICE COMPARISONS 
Index numbers (1955 First Quarter=100) of the prices of : 


All Materials Building Output price indices : Manu- 
building for labour factures, | 
materials housing per ‘whole- | 

man- All Housing Newnon- _ sale’ 

hour building work housing price 

work index 


Retail 
prices 


97 


IV 
1961 I 

II 

lilt 


——S ee 
ht at pt et tpt 
UhWNNK OO 


* Quarterly average. + Not Ministry of Works estimate. 
In both tables figures in bold type have been changed or added since last quarter. 
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crease. The charts give an indication of the size of this 
increase, which takes the ‘wage’ curve through the top of 
figures C and D. There are various indications of the actual 
increases in tender prices—which are, after all, the ‘ prices’ 
which matter to the building owner. 

Mr. Venning’s chart: (‘ The Builder’ of October 6) shows 
an index of 413 in Gctober, 1961, compared with about 365 
from 1957 to mid-1959; this is an increase of 13 per cent, 
compared with the Ministry’s increase of only about 1 per 
cent for new non-housing work up to the eve of the wage 
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increase, which implies about 7 per cent after October 2. The 
‘Occasional Bulletin’ of the Co-operative Permanent Build- 
ing Society (August, 1961) reports new house purchase prices, 
equivalent perhaps to ‘ tender’ prices a year earlier, to be over 
20 per cent higher in mid-1961 than in 1957-8; this figure 
compares with a rise in the Ministry’s index of about 2 per 
cent, but it is no doubt heavily affected by changes in the 
price of land. Reports of increases in the 10 to 20 per cent 
range continue to be received, for many types of work. 

Now, of course, a 12 per cent increase in wage-rates and 
a small change in material prices cannot between them imply 
(say) a 15 per cent increase in the cost of building—however 
gloomy the assumptions about trouble over tea-breaks, and 
whatever reasonable allowance is given for rising overheads. 
The rise in tender prices is primarily a direct response to 
increased demand. 

This implies, of course, that those building owners who 
must place contracts without delay are likely to be contribut- 
ing fairly generously to the profits of the industry. From the 
point of view of many builders, however, this is not a time of 
high profit so much as a time of recovery of profits after a 
lean period. It does not seem likely to be a prosperity which 
will endure for long. Public comment has tended to under- 
estimate the severity of the Chancellor's restrictive measures, 
and in particular the vigour of the ‘credit squeeze,’ which 
will make many companies, authorities and individuals think 
twice about new buildings, and will dry up many of the 
sources from which they might have expected to borrow. By 
the middle of 1962 the load on several sections of the industry 
should be materially reduced, and tender prices may come 
down from the present levels towards the levels implied by 
the Ministry’s output price indices—say 8 per cent above the 
level of the beginning of 1961, or perhaps even lower if there 
are more productivity increases to be passed on. 
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Marsh Hill Technical Schools, Birmingham 


HOLLAND W. HOBBISS & PARTNERS, FRIBA, architects 
in conjunction with A. G. SHEPPARD FIDLER, MA, FRIBA, AMTPI, city architect 
SILK & FRAZIER, FRICS, quantity surveyors 


THOMAS LOWE & SONS LTD., general contractors 


THE BOYS’ Technical School is designed 
for 690 pupils and the Girls’ Technical 
School for 540 pupils. They form a 
group of buildings on the same site as 
the three form entry Secondary Modern 
School which was completed in 1957 
and contains the central boiler house. 


The combined use of load bearing 
brickwork, steel joists and precast con- 
crete beams gave a structure which is 
economical in capital and maintenance 
costs and enabled a good quality of 
internal finishes to be used throughout, 
as is indicated in the cost analysis. 


The boys’ school was handed over in 
September, 1959, some four months 
ahead of contract date, and the girls’ 
school about six months before it was 
occupied. 


October 20 1961 


girls’ technical school, gymnasium and teaching block 


On the basis of time and cost this 
form of construction shows that in a 
three- or four-storey byilding there is an 
economical alternative to frame and 
cladding structure. Consultant for 
mechanical _ services: Sir Herbert 
Manzoni, CBE, MICE, city surveyor. 
The stone carving was executed by Wm. 
Bloye, FRBS. 


COST ANALYSIS 
Total Floor Area : Boys’ School, 57,235 sq. ft. 
Total Floor Area : Girls’ School, 46,921 sq. ft. 


Type of Contract: City of Birmingham 
Corporation. Variable Wages and Materials. 
Tender Date: February 18, 1957. Work 
Began: July 22, 1957. Work Finished : 
April 22, 1960. 


Final Contract Price: £352,240. 


PRELIMINARIES 


WorkK BELOW GROUND FLOoorR LEVEL 
Normal concrete and brick foot- 
ings, part reinforced and including 
domestic boiler house, chair store 
and main duct. 


STRUCTURE ... ra rae oe Be 
Load-bearing brick walls with 
facings, steel joists, concrete beam 
floors and roofs, internal walls in 
brickwork and breeze. 


WINDOWS ' el im ale oi 
Galvanised steel casements, 
painted, glazed in 24 oz. to } in. 
polished plate. 


Doors ae ois aRe —_ 
Main entrance and stairwell doors 
in mahogany and glazed in wired 
glass, remainder flush softwood 
doors some with glazed panels, 
polished or painted respectively 
and including ironmongery. 


£ 


s. 
1 


5 


d. 
0 


4 
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girls’ technical school from entrance to boys’ school 


.. 


: Ld coretoke’ 


RoOoF FINISHES : 
Mainly asphalt and cement and 
sand screed. Steel decking and 
felt to pitched assembly hall roof. 


FITTINGS... 

Toilet partitions in metal-faced ply- 
wood. Servery unit with cupboards 
and drawers. Stores shelving, class- 
room cupboards, draining boards, 
changing room _ seating, towel 
storage units, visual aid screens and 
hatches, library counter and shelv- 
ing stage front, fume cupboards. 


FLooR FINISHING be sap a 
Cloakrooms _... ... Terrazzo 
Stores mais ; Granolithic 
Assembly Hall, 

Classrooms and 
Corridors ies Wood Block 
Stage and Gym- 

nasium... ... Hardwood Strip 
Toilets... ae Quarry Tile 


WALL AND CEILING FINISHES . 
Walls plastered generally, dado 
tiling in kitchen and tile splashbacks 
to basins and sinks and tiled 
showers. Ceilings generally: Ten- 
test on battens, asbestos spray to 
workshop ceiling, acoustic tile 
panels on plaster to ceilings in 
dining hall. Decoration generally 
two coats emulsion paint. 


EXTERNAL PLUMBING 
Lead flashings, lead covering to 
canopies, lead rainwater chutes, 
cast iron heads and downpipes. 


SANITARY WARE AND WASTES : 
White glazed sanitary ware (exclud- 
ing laboratory bench sinks). 
Chemical lead wastes to laboratory 
fittings and copper wastes generally. 


MECHANICAL AND ENGINEERING SER- 
VICES (PROVISIONAL : AWAITING 
FINAL Cost).. 

Heating ducted underground from 
existing premises and _ supplied 
generally through convectors. 
Cold and Hot water services run in 
copper and main storage tank at 
roof level. 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES (PROVISIONAL : 
AWAITING FINAL Cost)... i 
Service run in conduit supplying 
light points, clock points and 
power points. 


ATTENDANCES 
Builders’ work in connection with 
engineer and electrical services and 
attendance on various sub-trades. 


Sire WorKS ... } - 
Roads, paths, turfing, terraces and 
shrubs. 


DRAINAGE 
Combined system in ‘glazed ‘stone- 
+ <T om average depth 
5 ft. 9 in. 


TOTAL per. sq. ft. 


CARETAKER’S HOUSE 
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722 


THE BUILDER October 20 1961 


swe: 


stoff 














- quiet rm | sect - 
= — — 


BOYS’ 
TECHNICAL 
SCHOOL 
GROUND 
FLOOR 
Scale : 

56 ft. 


lin. 


mein entronce ® 


TESS 
2 





general science | 
= | 
‘ (ee cee dd 


== 2 = 7 Lit 














| chemistry lob 
el 






















* | — . 
¥ = assembly hol! cycles 
Jor on ae 
cal inst [kit © changing + gymnasium | 
r- towsls | I 
+ + } | 
oe 
a See ae 





' 
multi purpose 
room 


+ 





L N 

al qs biology’ 

ee k 
. 
a 

prep 

w b GIRLS’ TECHNICAL SCHOOL 
a eee GROUND FLOOR 

3 Scale: | in. = 56 fe. 





a 


prep | 
—-. 


| 4 chemistry 
= 


qymngsium 





= 


aging rm i qym st { 

7 ' 1 

} | | 
towels showers 
























uw oat 
‘ coat] st 
+ ee T - = a 
Ts 
' = i 
[ ' 
Iclockroom . 
108 metolwork | ' 
_ stage mit assembly hol smol! holl = - 
' sd = 
. tof oat | oot t 
= - _ = . 
metalwork 2 4 
e US — 
entrance hall dining hall “matolwork 3 
= = = 


* 

















THE BUILDER October 20 1961 723 


Technical Schools, 
Birmingham 


sub-contractors & suppliers : 


Facing bricks: Blockleys Ltd.; structural 
steelwork: W. Chattaway Ltd.; Steelwork 
Constructors Ltd.; precast concrete beams: 
Concrete Ltd.; metal windows & lantern 
lights: Henry Hope & Sons Ltd.; asphalt 
roofs: Highway Construction Co. Ltd.; re- 
constructed stonework: Tarmac  Ltd.; 
Stuarts Granolithic Ltd.; reinforcing fabric: 
B.R.C. Ltd.; roof decking: D. Anderson & 
Son Ltd.; lifts: Evans Lifts Ltd.; electrical 
installation: Lee, Beesley & Co. Ltd.; Rex 
Bros. Ltd.; heating installation: Etna Heat- 
ing & Lighting Co. Ltd.; wood block floor- 
ing: Hollis Bros. Ltd.; terrazzo flooring: 
Pavino Co. Ltd.; lavatory partitions: Flexo 
Plywood Industries Ltd.; cloakroom fittings: 
Mountford Bros. Ltd.; ironmongery: 
Parker Winder & Achurch Ltd.; sanitary 
fittings: Griffin Foundary Fireplace & Sani- 
tary Fittings Ltd.; cycle racks: Construc- 
tors Ltd.; fireplaces: H. O. Bennion; 
wrought iron railings & gates: Deacon & 
Littleford Ltd.; roller shutters: Con Martin 
& Co. Ltd.; F. W. Watkins; Roller Shutters 
Ltd.; gymnasium ceilings: Midland Wall- 
boards Ltd.; lightning conductors: W. J. 
Furze & Co. Ltd.; site planting: R. Scott. 





7 
= 
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Above right, single-storey science 

wing and main entrance, girls’ school. 

Right, cloister entrance to boys’ 

school, with sculpture by William 

Bloye, FRBS. Above, sculptured 

panel in the girls’ school entrance, 
by the same artist 








More Everyday Things 


BY ARTHUR W. KENYON, CBE, FRIBA 


64. Servants of the Public 


I SPEND a great deal of time looking at the 
building industry from the inside and 
admiring the qualities of building 
workers. It therefore comes as some- 
thing of a shock when I find myself 
treated by these same workmen whose 
virtues I am so ready to extol, as the 
small and insignificant member of the 
great British public that I am. 

We public are a long-suffering race. 
We stand patiently in queues for buses 
and taxis; we are herded like sheep at 
airports; we are pushed around in shops 
and restaurants; in supermarkets we 
trundle our little trolleys to help the 
management by collecting our own pur- 
chases, and in self-service cafés we put 
our trays down where we are told. (We 
have not yet been asked to join in the 
washing-up, but I am sure that when the 
moment comes we shall do it with our 
accustomed resignation.) 

It seems to me that the great army of 
people whose time is employed in what is 
popularly known as ‘ serving the public,’ 
are daily becoming more aware of the 
public’s gullibility, and I think the time 
has come for the pushed-around to show 
the pushers just how far they can go. My 
limit was reached the other day, and it 
grieves me to say that, of all the stupid, 
mannerless, inconsiderate pushers-around 
I have suffered, it was workmen of the 
building industry who proved the straw 
to break my camel’s back. 

The outside of the building in which I 
spend my working hours was being 
repainted. The scaffolding was very effi- 
ciently erected and the cradles were 
strung from their supports. Fans were 
put out to protect the public below, and 


iN 























\ 


they bore a painted notice saying that 
they must not be used by the men at 
work. The notice erected and honour 
satisfied, the men proceeded to use the 
fan for painting my windows. In the first 
operation of washing down, the windows 
were smeared and they remained in this 
condition for the fortnight’s duration of 
the job, any protests of mine being quite 
ineffectual. The windows had, of course, 


to be opened for painting, this being 
achieved by a peremptory tap on the win- 
dow and a rough request for my co-opera- 
tion. Once the windows were open, the 
men assumed free access for any purpose 
they thought fit; my rooms were theirs, 
along with the rest of the premises, and 
the suggestion from me that my curtains 
and carpets might be spared their 
begrimed hands and feet was markedly 
unwelcome. They hopped in and out at 
will, and in between times they chattered 


RIBA 
Forthcoming Sessional Events 


THE FOLLOWING is the programme of 
events arranged by the Royal Institute 
of British Architects for 1961-62: 
November 

7— New Strategies for Local Authority 
Building,’ by Mrs. Elizabeth Layton. 6 p.m. 

15, 22 and 29—a series of public lectures: 
‘Modern Architecture Yesterday, Today and 
Tomorrow,’ by R. Furneaux Jordan. 6 p.m. 

23— A Critical Review of the Building 
Industry,’ by Ian M. Leslie, OBE. Meeting 
arranged by Junior Liaison Committee. 6.15 
p.m. 
28—‘ New Town Development: The Hook 
Study,’ by Oliver S. Cox, Graeme Shankland 
and F. G. West. 6 p.m. 
December 

12— os Responsibility,’ by J. P. 
Eddy, QC. 6p 

28 and 29— Christmas holiday lectures for 
young people: ‘London Now And What It 
Might Be,’ by E. J. Carter. 3 p.m. 
January, 1962 

9—Announcement of award of prizes and 
scholarships. Discussion: * The Architects’ 
Responsibility _ the Design of Building 
Components. p.m. 

10—Meeting fi by Junior Liaison 
Committee. 6.45 p.m 

23—Appraisal of Hide Place, Westminster, 
by Stillman and Eastwick-Field. 6 p.m. 
February 

6—Discussion on RIBA Office Survey 
Report. 6 p.m. 

13—Criticism of work submitted for prizes 
and scholarships, by R. Furneaux Jordan. 
3 p.m. Reception hd prizewinners and new 
members. 6.30 p 

20— Housing ~ “the 1960s,’ by A. W. 
Cleeve Barr. 6 p.m. 

27—Exhibition of drawings by Eric 
Mendelsohn (until March 17). 
March 

13, 20 and 27—‘ Financing of Building and 
Property Development.’ Three lectures by 
Sir Thomas Bennett, KBE. 6 p.m. 

22—Meeting arranged by Junior Liaison 
Committee. 6.15 p.m. 

25—Annual Discourse, by Louis Kahn. 
6 p.m. 


April 

2—RIBA Housing Conference until April 7. 
(Admission by ticket only.) 

10—Presentation of Royal Gold Medal. 
6 p.m. 
May 

8—Annual general meeting. 6 p.m. 

15—‘ Nicholas Hawksmoor,’ by J. H. V. 
Davies. 6 p.m 

22— Appraisal of Millbank Development 
for Messrs. Vickers Ltd., by Ronald Ward 
and Partners. 6 p.m. 
June 

26—Council election resu!ts; Presentation 
of London Architecture Bronze Medal; and 
‘ Prefabrication—Past, Present and Poten- 
ered by R. B. White. 6 p.m. 


uly 
10—British Architects 
Coventry—until July 13. 


Conference, 
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like magpies or sang lustily as they felt 
inclined. No question of my convenience 
came into it. As they were working from 
cradles, they were entirely free from 
supervision, and they certainly weren’t 
going to have any interference from me. 
For once, I did not suffer in silence. 


The building industry performs a great 
act of service to the public, and we all 
have reason to be grateful for their 
ministrations in our non-professional 
lives. May I plead with managements and 
operatives alike to spare some considera- 
tion for the convenience and tender feel- 
ings of the public whom they serve? I 
do not want to see my friends in the 
building trade among the forces of the 
pushers-around, 


Architectural Association 


Sessional Programme 
PRINTED BELOW is the provisional list of 
meetings proposed at 34-36 Bedford- 
square and of visits during the coming 
session by the Architectural Association. 
General meetings and other meetings 
preceded by dinner are held at 8 p.m. 
(dinner at 7 p.m.). More accommoda- 
tion will be provided in future for those 
who wish to attend the lecture but who 
do not wish to dine. Informal illustrated 
talks are held in the dining room at 6.15; 
a buffet will be available in the members’ 


bar from 5.45 p.m. 

OCTOBER 4: Informal Illustrated Talk. H. 
Senkowsky—Swedish Housing Development 
since 1955. 

OCTOBER 25: Annual General Meeting, 
Address by the President, J. M. Austin-Smith. 
Exhibition of Members’ paintings and draw- 
ings, until November 24. 

OCTOBER 28: Visit to housing and re- 
development in Stepney and Poplar con- 
ducted by Walter Bor. Mr. Bor will give an 
introductory talk in County Hall before 
going to Stepney and Poplar. 9.30 a.m. at 
County Hall. 

NOVEMBER 8: Informal Dinner for Prof. 
Walter Gropius and Discussion on his paper 
‘The Architect in Society’ published in 
RIBA Journal, Sept., 1961. 

NOVEMBER 11: Visit to hostels for Imperial 
College of Science and Technology, Princes 
Gardens, SW. 10 a.m. 

NOVEMBER 15: Informal Illustrated Talk 
by Prof. Jane Drew, ‘ Recent Architecture in 
the USA and Canada.’ 

NOVEMBER 25: Visit to Westminster Abbey 
to see repair and reconstruction and re- 
decoration. Architect: Stephen Dykes 
Bower. 10 a.m. 

NOVEMBER 29: Ordinary General Meeting 
Peter Willmott and Edmund Cooney of the 
Institute of Community Studies— The 
Architect and the Sociologist: a Problem 
of Collaboration.’ 

DECEMBER 7: Informal Dinner and Discus- 
sion. A follow-up of the discussion opened 
by the two papers to the RIBA by Prof. 
Pevsner— Modern Architecture and _ the 
Historian ’—and Dr. Reyner Banham— The 
History of the Immediate Future.’ 

DECEMBER 11: _ Exhibition. Architects’ 
ca Cards, open until January 12, 
DECEMBER 15: AA Students’ Carnival. 
DECEMBER 29: Christmas Party for Mem- 
bers’ Children. Ages 4-9. Fancy dress. Time 

3.30-6.0 p.m, 

JANUARY 17: Informal Illustrated Talk. 
‘Housing and high- om | development in 
Hong Kong’ by J. R. Firth. 

JANUARY 27: All day Seminar on Hook 
New Town, conducted by Oliver Cox, 
Graeme Shankland and Hugh Morris. (6s. 
fee for participation.) 


Continued on page 725 
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JANUARY 31: Ordinary General Meeting. 
Walter Bor— The Architect and Urban Re- 
newal,’ Exhibition of Members’ Photographs 
open until February 27. 

FEBRUARY 14: Informal Illustrated Talk, 
by Aldo Van Eyck and discussion on his 
recent work in Holland. 

FEBRUARY 21: Informal Illustrated Talk. 
Ern6é Goldfinger on ‘ The Elephant and Castle 
Development.’ 

FEBRUARY 24: Visit to Buildings at Ele- 
phant and Castle by Ernd Goldfinger. : 

FEBRUARY 28: Ordinary General Meeting. 
William Allen— The Training and Educa- 
tion of the Architect.’ 


MARCH 14: Informal Illustrated Talk. Olga 
Ford. ‘ Persian Architecture.’ 

MARCH 31: Visit, whole day, to view Cam- 
bridge architecture. 

APRIL 12: Annual Reception. 

APRIL 14: Visit to completed Vickers 
Building. Architects: Ronald Ward and 
Partners. 

APRIL 25: Ordinary General Meeting. ‘ The 
Architect and the Engineer,’ by Frank 
Newby. 

MAY 30: Ordinary General Meeting. Con- 
cluding paper in the series of previous meet- 
ings during the session on the Architect and 
his Relationships. 


News of the Week 


Barnes Project Rejected 


PLANS TO BUILD homes for more than 
2,500 people, with offices, shops, a 
restaurant and car park alongside the 
River Thames' near Lonsdale-road, 
Barnes, have been rejected by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government. He 
has dismissed an appeal by the Metro- 
politan Water Board, to whose needs the 
45-acre site is surplus, against the re- 
fusal of planning permission by Barnes 
Borough Council, on behalf of Surrey 
County Council. 

An offer of nearly £2m. made by the 
Unit Construction Co., prospective de- 
velopers, to the board for the site was 
iependent on planning permission being 
obtained. The scheme was opposed by 
the Surrey County Council on the ground 
that part of the land was needed for 
schools, and partly for recreational pur- 
poses. An inquiry was held in June. 


There is also a planning application for 
the site submitted on behalf of the Mer- 
cers’ Company, as trustees of St. Paul’s 
Schools, for the removal there of the 
schools as part of a plan by City Wall 
Properties Ltd., in which the schools’ pre- 
sent sites in Hammersmith would be re- 
developed. This application has not yet 
been determined. The Minister’s decision 
is based upon the recommendation that 
the river site is worth a better plan. The 
secretary of the Riverside Residents’ 
Association, formed to consolidate local 
objections to the water board’s scheme, 
has, however, stated that of the various 
plans put forward for the site her asso- 
ciation were most in favour of that by the 
Mercers’ Company. 


A Chelsea Art Show 


THE NEW CHELSEA GALLERY, which engag- 
ingly links the arts of painting and eating, 
shows in its autumn exhibition the work 
of seven young artists of promise. The 
paintings are surprisingly catholic in 
character (for they include invitation 
pieces from such diverse painters as A. R. 
Thomson and John Bratby) and for archi- 
tests interest might well centre on the 
three paintings by George Sim (a 
pseudonym which lightly conceals 
George Simonek, well known in the 
world of architecture) titled ‘ Construc- 
tion—l, 2 and 3.’ Despite their faint 
surrealism, these paintings attract by 
their form and colour and whet the 
ippetite for the one-man exhibition 
which this artist is to give, also at 
608 Kings-road, in the winter. 


Civic Trust for the North-West 


A Civic TRUST for the north-west was 
inaugurated at Manchester on October 
1l. Its declared object is to make an 
attractive, healthy, and_ stimulating 
region in which to live and work, out of 
what its chairman, Mr. W. L. Mather, 
called ‘ the world’s dullest, drabbest, and 
dirtiest industrial area—that centred on 
Manchester and Salford.’ The actual 
region of operation will be the industrial 
belt between Preston and Macclesfield, 
excluding Merseyside. It comprises two 
cities, more than 40 towns, and many 
villages, with a population of 3m. and a 
reputation for ugliness which is acknow- 
ledged as one of the factors in the drift 
of population away from the area. 


A committee of nine industrialists has 
persuaded 30 firms to guarantee £500 a 
year each for full-time staff who will 
work from an office in St. Peter’s-square, 
Manchester, under the direction of Lt.- 
Col. J. M. Barton. Professor Denis 
Harper, PhD, BArch, FRIBA, AMTPI, 
Professor of Building at Manchester 
College of Science and Technology, has 
been appointed consultant. 


Portman Square Development 


WORK HAS COMMENCED on a new mixed 
development in Portman-square, London, 
W, on a site bounded by Portman-street 
and Portman-mews south. It will include 
a self-contained office block of seven- 
storeys and, in a separate section, ten 
residential suites. Office space will total 
about 90,000 sq. ft. The facing of the 
building will be mainly in Roman stone. 
The architects are Messrs. Ronald Ward 
and Partners, and their clients, Warnford 
Investments Ltd. 


Swedish Housing Construction Lecture 


MR. BENGT AXELSON, the deputy chairman 
of the Swedish Society of Civil Engineers, 
is to speak on ‘ Methods of Housing Con- 
struction in Sweden’ in the lecture 
theatre of the Institute of Electrical 
Engineers, Savoy-place, Victoria-embank- 
ment, London, WC2, on October 23 at 
6 p.m. Mr. Axelson will describe the 
emphasis on prefabrication and mecha- 
nised erection in Swedish construction. 
Further details of the lecture, which will 
be illustrated with slides and a film, may 
be obtained from the Secretary, Joint 
Committee on Structural Concrete, 
Terminal-house, Grosvenor-gardens, Lon- 
don, SWI. 


Office Lighting Conferences 


IN ORDER to assist in the preparation for 
the legislation governing office lighting 
three conferences are to be held at the 
British Lighting Council, 16-18 Lancaster- 
place, Strand, London, WC2, on October 
23, 24, and 27. Each conference has been 
arranged to cover specific interests, the 
first for local authorities and inspectors, 
the second for architects and designers 
and the third for office managers. Further 
information may be obtained from the 
council. An exhibition is also being held 
from October 23 at the Lighting Demon- 
stration centre called ‘One Hundred 
Years of Office Lighting.’ It will be open 
on weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 


Euston Arch Gates Preserved 


THE GATES of the Doric arch at Euston 
will not be destroyed but will be pre- 
served and used again in an appropriate 
railway setting. An assurance to this 
effect has been received by the secretary 
of the Ancient Monuments Society, 
Mr. Ivor-Bulmer-Thomas, from the secre- 
tary-general of the British Transport 
Commission, Major-General Llewelyn 
Wansbrough-Jones. The chairman of the 
society, Mr. Raymond Richards, had 
offered to accept the gates for safe 
custody and re-erect them on his property 
at Gawsworth, Cheshire. 


New Microphones in the Commons 


DURING the Parliamentary recess the 
Ministry of Works, together with Tannoy 
Rentals Ltd., are introducing an improved 
microphone network into the Chamber 
of the House of Commons. It involves 
replacing the 15 existing microphones 
with 23 new microphones of an improved 
pattern. They will be laid out in four 
lines of five microphones down the length 
of the Chamber, one over the Speaker’s 
chair, and two over the despatch boxes. 

Modifications have been made to what 
is technically described as the speech 
reinforcement system from time to time 
during the eleven years that the new 
Chamber has been in use. The present 
changes are being made in the light of 
operational experience and a better and 
smaller microphone being developed 
specially to Ministry of Works require- 
ments. The new design will be more 
aesthetically suited to the Chamber, and 
the increased number of microphones will 
improve the overall service to Members 
of Parliament. 


Renovations at Bank Station 


WORK HAS COMMENCED at Bank Under- 
ground station to complete the repairs to 
the Central Line booking hall necessitated 
by a bomb explosion in January, 1941. 
Major repair work was carried out by 
the Army at the time under emergency 
conditions. The booking hall is to be 
altered slightly to include two new 
kiosks, modern style telephone boxes and 
left luggage lockers. A five-shop arcade 
will be situated in its pre-war position 
over the escalator shaft. 

Fluorescent lighting is to be fitted 
throughout, and the walls of the booking 
hall are to be faced with grey tiles and the 
steel columns with mosaic. The floor 








will be re-paved in black and white tiles, 
suspended ceilings are to be fitted and 
the perimeter subway and staircases will 
receive similar treatment. The escalator 
shaft and entrances to the platforms are 
to be lined with pale yellow plastic. The 
work is expected to last a year and much 
of it will be done at night. 


Motorway and Parking Meter Schemes 


IN AN INTERVIEW with the Conservative 
‘Weekly News Letter,’ published on 
September 25, the Minister of Transport, 
Mr. Marples, said that the five major pro- 
jects which would form the main road 
network of the country would be substan- 
tially complete by the mid-1960s. More 
than 630 miles of motorways were being 
planned, 150 miles were complete, and 
another 165 miles under construction at 
a cost of £120m. Mr. Marples also said 
that he hoped to authorise 19 schemes for 
modernising trunk roads, each costing 
more than £100,000 in the current finan- 
cial year. Referring to the parking meter 
system he said that by October, 7,800 
meters would be in use in Greater London 
‘with plans for another 4,500 in the 
central area by Christmas.’ More off-street 
car parks were also planned. 


Memorial to Second Garden City Pioneer 


A STONE MONUMENT, designed as a 
memorial to Sir Theodore Chambers by 
Mr. Louis de Soissons, CVO, RA, FRIBA, 
is to be unveiled on October 28 at 12 
noon by Lord Balneil, MP for the local 
constituency. The lettering on the monu- 
ment, which stands in Parkway, Welwyn 
Garden City, is by Mr. W. H. Sharping- 
ton. Sir Theodore, who died in 1957, 
joined the board of the Second Garden 
City Ltd. at the invitation of Ebenezer 
Howard in 1919, and was chairman of 
Welwyn Garden City Ltd. from 1920 
when it was founded, until 1952 when it 
was taken over under the New Towns 
Act, 


Electronic Computer at C & CA 


THE C & CA has installed at its research 
station at Wexham Springs a Ferranti 
Sirius computer and tape editing equip- 
ment. The computer will be used pri- 
marily for processing data for the associa- 
tion’s own research and advisory work, 
but when not occupied in this way, it will 
be available for use by others at the 
standard hire charge of £25 per hour for 
normal work, and at reduced rates for 
research and development work on prob- 
lems concerning concrete. Arrangements 
for the use of the computer or for the 
model-testing service should be made 
through Mr. R. E. Rowe, AMICE, head 
of Design Research Department, Cement 
and Concrete Association, Research and 
Development Division, Wexham Springs, 
Framewood-road, Stoke Poges, near 
Slough, Bucks. 


The Manchester Building Centre 


THE EARLY WORK and achievements of the 
Manchester Building Centre, Ltd., which 
opened in July last year, are recorded in 
the first annual report, now published 
from 115 Portland-street, Manchester, 1. 
The success of the Centre has already 
been shown in a number of ways. The 
number of firms exhibiting increased 
from 160 on the opening day to more 


than 200 seven months later, and there 
is a constant demand for space; the popu- 
larity of the information service has also 
been proved, and during the first six 
months over 4,000 requests for informa- 
tion were received. Altogether, more 
than 13,000 people visited the Centre in 
the first six months. 


There seems no doubt that the Centre 
will need to expand further in the next 
few years, but fortunately this will be 
possible in mid-1963, when the remainder 
of the building in which it is housed will 
be available to it, giving the Centre a total 
floor area of 31,000 sq. ft. against the 
12,000 sq. ft. which it now occupies. This 
will make it possible, among other things, 
for the Centre to offer office and meeting 
room accommodation to many of the 
professional societies and organisations 
connected with the building industry 
which are at present occupying offices and 
rooms in different parts of the city. 


Appointments and Retirement 


MR. D. B. PEACE, chief assistant planning 
officer, Staffordshire County Council for 
the past 12 years, has been appointed 
deputy planning officer, Cambridgeshire. 
MR. F. R. DINNIS, deputy city engineer, 
Edinburgh, since 1953, has been pro- 
moted city engineer and master of works, 
to succeed MR. W. P. HALDANE, who 
retires on November 11. 
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Professional 
Announcement 


MESSRS. J. D. & D. M. WATSON announce that 
they have now taken into partnership mr. 
JOHN R. STEWART, MBE, BSC, MICE, MIWE. MR. 
R. A. T. ANDERSON, MICE, FRSH, has retired 
from partnership, but will continue as a con- 
sultant to the firm. 


A Hundred Years Ago 
From The Builder of October 19, 1861 
INCREASED SPEED IN BUILDING OPERATIONS. 
—Not many years ago, in provincial 
districts, which were even of importance 
then, the erection of.houses or other 
buildings was a rare event, and a work of 
time. In the northern counties of Eng- 
land, when the foundation of a building 
was commenced, there was a feast given 
to the workmen ; and when the walls had 
been raised to the full height, and the 
first rafter of the roof laid, flags were 
hung out, and another feast was made, 
called the ‘raising supper.’ The time 
occupied in building a house or other 
structure was, in comparison with the 
present operations, extraordinary: but 
then the work was generally well and 
substantially done. Now the wayfarer, 
particularly in the metropolis, may walk 
along a neighbourhood which is open, and 
unbuilt upon, and, in less than two 
months after, passing the same way, will 
find it occupied by houses. The raising 
supper and other observancies are not 
thought of. 


Coming Events 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 23 

BRITISH LIGHTING COUNCIL.—Three confer- 
ences on office lighting. 16-18 paagnetan ai. 
WC2. 2.30 p.m. each day. (Oct. 24 and 27). 

MANCHESTER BUILDING CENTRE.—Fire Pro- 
tection Association exhibition. 115 Portland- 
pl., Manchester 1. Daily, 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sat., 9.30 a.m. to 12 noon (until Nov. 4). 

INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.— 
‘ Building Methods in Sweden,’ by Mr. Bengt 
Axelson. Savoy-pl., WC2. 6 p.m. 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24 

BRITISH INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT.—16th 
national conference. Opening by Mr. S. P. 
Chambers, chairman ICI Ltd. Torquay. 9 p.m. 
(until Oct. 26). 

HOUSING CENTRE TRUST.— Housing for the 
Disabled,’ by Lady Hamilton. 13 Suffolk-st., 
SW1. 6 p.m. 

CARPENTERS’ COMPANY.—Dinner, followed by 
annual prize giving of Building Crafts Train- 
ing School. Presentations by Sir Stephen 
King-Hall. Carpenters’ Hall. 6.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 
(WALES & MONMOUTHSHIRE BRANCH).—Chair- 
man’s address by Mr. E. Hughes, South 
Wales Institute of Engineers, Park-pl., Cardiff. 
6.30 p.m. 

BUILDING SURVEYORS’ INSTITUTE.—Lecture 
and discussion on ‘ Critical Examination of 
Standard Method of Measurement.’ Open 
meeting at Birmingham Exchange and Engi- 
neering Centre, Stephenson-place, Birming- 
ham 1. 7 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS’ DISCUSSION CLUB.— 
‘Coventry Cathedral,’ by Mr. R. Button. 48 
Bedford-sq., WCl. 7 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS (TYNE/ 
TEES CHAPTER).—Joint meeting Faculty of 
Architects and Surveyors: ‘Modern Archi- 
tecture,” by Mr. R. Turley. County Hotel, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 7.30 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25 

BUILDING CENTRE.—Forum 1; ‘ The Archi- 
tect and the Installation of Telephones.’ 26 
Store-st., WCl. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS’ DISCUSSION CLUB 
(CHELMSFORD & DISTRICT CENTRE).—' The 
Story of the Development, Growth and 
Organisation of a Large Group of Building 
Companies,’ by Mr. H. Vincent. The Saracen’s 


Head Hotel, High-st., Chelmsford. 7.15 p.m. 

TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION.— 
National Conference. Theme: ‘ Inquiring into 
Planning.’ Church House, Westminster, SW1. 
10.15 a.m. Dinner in honour of Sir Frederic 
Osborn. Connaught Rooms, WC2. 7.30 p.m. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION. — Annual 
general meeting. Address by the President, 
Mr. J. M. Austin-Smith. 34/36 Bedford-sq., 
WCl. 8 p.m. (preceded by dinner at 7 p.m.). 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Exhibition of 
painting and drawings by members and 
students (until Nov. 24). 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26 

RIBA (GOLFING SOCIETY).—Annual meeting. 
St. George’s Hill GC, nr. Hersham. 

INSTITUTION OF CIVIL ENGINEERS.—Discus- 
sion: ‘ Practical Traffic Surveys,’ introduced 
by Mr. B. L, Allen. Gt. George-st., SW1, 5.30 
p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.— 
‘The Plastic Design of Latticed Portal 
Frames,’ by Messrs. B. H. Fisher, Dr. J. 
Heyman and Dr. L. G. Jaeger. 11 Upper 
Belgrave-st.. SWl. 6 p.m. 

REINFORCED CONCRETE ASSOCIATION (WEST 
OF ENGLAND BRANCH).—‘ Concrete Handling 
on Building Sites,’ by Mr. A. W. Rickard. 
poy of Engineering, Bristol University. 

p.m. 

TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE.—Rees Jeffreys 
Lecture: ‘Standards and Values in Motor 
Age Towns,’ by Mr. C. D. Buchanan. RIBA, 
66 Portland-pl., Wl. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTE -OF BUILDERS’ DISCUSSION CLUB 
(LIVERPOOL & DISTRICT CENTRE).—7th annual 
dinner. The Exchange Hotel, Liverpool 2. 


7 p.m 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 
(MIDLAND COUNTIES BRANCH).—‘ Concrete— 
Past, Present and Future,’ chairman’s address 
by Mr. J. E. C. Farebrother. Byng Kenrick 
suite, ollege of Advanced Technology, 
Birmingham. 6.30 p.m. 

LMBA GOLFING SOCIETY.—12th annual dinner. 
Savoy Hotel, WC2. 7.45 p.m. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28 
INSTITUTE OF BUILDING ESTIMATORS.— 
Annual meeting. Kensington Palace Hotel, 
De Vere Gardens, W8. 2.30 p.m. (preceded 
by luncheon at 1 p.m.). 
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‘Architects Are No Angels’ 


Says a County Planning Officer 


‘, » » « @S far as Planning Applications are concerned’ 


‘ YOUR ARCHITECT says the plans for your 
new house have been with us for about 
three months. Would you hold the line 
a minute whilst I check the exact date 
we received the plans. Sorry I am unable 
to tell you the date off the cuff but we 
deal with over 3,000 applications a year.’ 

This was the second half of a conversa- 
tion between a developer and a planning 
officer. The planning officer had just had 
to ‘take it’ for the first five minutes on 
the length of time planning authorities 
took to approve plans, but at last had 
got his oar in. 

‘Are you there? Your application was 
received only last Friday, the 2nd. It is, 
in fact, date and time stamped. It will be 
dealt with by the committee after it has 
been reported upon by the officials at the 
next plans sub-committee on the 28th.’ 

What this disgruntled client said to his 
architect I do not know, but this I do 
know, that every week planning offices 
receive calls from developers complaining 
about the length of time their architect 
says the plans have been with the plan- 
ning authorities, when in many cases the 
facts given the client are not correct. 

Why are some architects so dishonest 
with their clients? I can only presume 
that they do not expect the clients to ring 
the planning office to check and hope that 
they will take their word that they are 
waiting for the planning approval. Some 
do accept the architect’s statement and go 
round grumbling to their friends about 
the length of time the authorities take in 
dealing with plans. 


‘ Architects’ Scapegoats’ 


Why do architects try to cover up their 
own shortcomings by blaming planning 
authorities? I know it is fashionable, but 
planning officials are getting a bit tired 
of being architects’ scapegoats. 

The main cause of delay is lack of in- 
formation supplied. It states quite clearly 
on the form what is required, but one 
can only presume that architects just do 
not bother to read. For example, the form 
asks for a site plan to 25 in. to the mile 
or 1/500 scale. All too often it is missing 
or a sketch of the location to 6 in. to 
the mile is given and then not to scale. 

How often do the plan and elevation 
show how the new building will fit into 
the adjoining property ? It is safe to say 
only one plan out of every hundred gives 
this information. This therefore requires 
a visit to the site by an assistant from 
the planning office. This causes delay but 
it was caused by the architect. 

You may not believe this but it is the 
truth. I have known architects be com- 
missioned to design a house for a par- 
ticular site who had never been to visit 
the site before they submitted one of their 
standard plans to the planning authority 
for approval. They did not even bother 
to see if it would fit in with the adjoin- 
ing development. 


Very rarely are plans submitted which 
show the ground level as it is on the site. 
All too often a straight line is drawn 
denoting the ground level regardless of 
the underbuilding required. If the plans 
are returned to the architect as not a 
true representation of what the building 
will look like when built, the planning 
office is accused of delay. If, however, 
the planning officer does not take this 
precaution he is also likely to be criticised 
for allowing the building to be erected. 
He is, in other words, the butt for all 
to kick, and architects are in the fore- 
front of the kickers for what is approved. 


Lack of Consultation . 

An exasperated client called on me 
recently to inquire why his plans were 
held up. He assured me that his archi- 
tect had been in consultation with my 
office regarding the plans. The architect 
might have called it consultation but I 
did not, and told his client so. All the 
architect had done was write to the office 
for forms. The plans had not even been 
submitted. 

When submitting plans and forms to 
the planning authority, how often do 
architects check to see if their assistant 
has shown on the plan or the form the 
external materials to be used on the roof 
and walls? This is a common cause of 
delay. Whose fault? Not the planning 
authority’s. 

‘I believe you have a planning commit- 
tee meeting on Friday; if I send a plan to 
your office today, can it be approved 
then?’ This is a common _ request 
received over the telephone. Today is 
often the Tuesday or Wednesday of the 
same week. 

This is a democratic country, and I 
presume that the majority of architects 
would not have it otherwise, but if one 
has a democracy there are certain restric- 
tions which must go with it. A demo- 
cracy is run by the people for the people. 
The people in this case are the planning 
committee who have been charged with 


a duty. 
If they are to meet on Friday, as the 
architect knew, they must therefore 


receive a notice of the meeting with an 
agenda of the business at least six days 
before the date of the meeting. Along 
with the agenda, in the case of a plans 
sub-committee will be a list of plans to 
be considered at the meeting. This is to 
give the members of the committee the 
opportunity to study the list and visit the 
site of any before the Friday meeting. 


The Time Factor 

Putting a list of plans before a commit- 
tee as they sit down and asking them to 
rubber stamp the planning officer’s recom- 
mendations is next door to a dictatorship. 
Architects would be the first to grumble 
in no uncertain terms at such a system. 
I hope you now see if you ring up on a 


Wednesday and the committee meets on 
Friday why in the majority of cases plans 
cannot be placed before the committee. 

Plans must be considered by certain 
Officials before they are submitted to a 
committee for approval or otherwise. This 
takes time so do not submit a plan on a 
Wednesday and go bleating to your client 
that the planning committee met on the 
Friday and your plans were not placed 
before it. Please be fair and honest. Are 
you always so with planning offices? 

Before I forget, when you next fill in 
a planning application form read how 
many plans are required. If it says three 
please send three. There will be a very 
good reason for asking for three. 

The other day I received one plan and 
one form and -the letter accompanying 
them stated, ‘I trust these will meet 
your requirements and you will place 
them before your committee without 
delay.’ They did not and the office had 
to write back for more plans and forms. 

The Planning Act lays down that the 
Planning Authority has two months in 
the majority of cases in which to con- 
sider the plans. Three months in the case 
of those adjoining a Trunk Road. The 
majority are considered and approvals 
given in this period. 

In their calculations as to how long it 
will be before work commences upon the 
site, which I presume architects lay 
before their clients after receiving their 
instructions, how many I wonder allow 
in these calculations for the time it takes 
to obtain the necessary approvals? I 
know from experience that a considerable 
number forget to take this time into 
account in their calculations. 


Obligations to Developers 

Planning Authorities are very con- 
scious of their obligations to developers, 
often more so than architects. The 
majority of authorities have tried to 
evolve from experience gained systems 
whereby the minimum of delay in dealing 
with applications takes place. Quite a 
number have obtained the advice of O. 
and M. officers to help them to improve 
their systems. How many architects, one 
wonders, have done the same? 

Thirty planning officers met recently 
for three days in an hotel for the purpose 
of discussing the methods of dealing with 
applications and from the various ways 
used in trying to see how the methods 
could be improved to the benefit of appli- 
cants. Planning authorities and their 
officers are anxious to carry out their 
duties to the satisfaction of all concerned. 

It has been suggested that there should 
be a full-scale investigation into the 
whole system of planning’ control. 
Planning officials, would, I am sure, wel- 
come this. I am afraid architects might 
find that they would not come out of the 
inquiry blameless as they are no angels 
when it comes to submitting applications 
for planning permission. 








Obituary 
J. F. Howes; E. B. Norris; S. M. Holloway 


THE DEATH, at the age of 58, of Mr. James 
F. Howes, FRIBA, AMTPI, of the firm of 
Howes and Jackman, architects and town 
planners, of Gray’s Inn, WCl, was 
announced in ‘The Builder’ last week. 
The following memoir is contributed by 
his partner, Mr. F. L. Jackman, FRIBA: 


I first met Howes at the RIBA inter- 
mediate examination in 1920. He was 
then living and working at Hertford and 
his connection with the town continued 
throughout his life. Shortly afterwards 
he came to work in London in the office 
of Forsyth and Maule and became an 
evening student at the Royal Academy 
Schools. He had a great knowledge 
of, and feeling for, the work of the 
eighteenth century, gnd won the RIBA 
Medal in 1929 for an essay on Bell of 
Kings Lynn. During the next few years 
we entered a number of competitions with 
only minor successes, but in 1933 we won 
a limited competition for a housing 
scheme at Stoke Newington. This was a 
considerable surprise to us and probably 
a greater one to our clients, as we were 
very much the dark horses in a fairly 
distinguished list. 


Since then the firm has carried out a 
large number of housing schemes for 
various Metropolitan authorities, includ- 
ing Stoke Newington, Battersea, Lambeth, 
the London County Council, etc., and for 
the Hertford UDC. The Amwell Court 
Estate at Stoke Newington received a 
Ministry of Housing award in 1950. 
Other work included factories and offices 
for G. A. Harvey Ltd., various private 
houses, school and hospital alterations 
and an open-air Swimming Pool for the 
Hertford Corporation, a job in which my 
partner took a particular interest. 


With the development of the practice, 
Howes tended to concentrate on the busi- 


Competition News 
‘ Peugeot Building,’ Buenos Aires 


THE FOREIGN BUILDING AND INVESTMENT 
COMPANY invites architects to submit 
designs in an international competition for 
the ‘Peugeot Building’ in Buenos Aires 
to house the offices of large enterprises 
and cultural and commercial centres. The 
conditions of the competition are to be 
drawn up in accordance with the regula- 
tions of the International Union of Archi- 
tects and the Sociedad Central de 
Arquitectos, Buenos Aires. 

Six main prizes will be awarded of m$n 
5m. (on account of fees), m$n 24m., m$n 
3}m., m$n Im., m$n }m. and m$n 4m. 
There will, in addition, be four ‘ men- 
tions’ to be awarded m$n 400,000 each 
(all prizes are in Argentine currency, 
‘pesos moneda nacional’). The last date 
for the receipt of designs is January 12, 
1962. There will be a jury of seven 
persons of international repute. 

Prospective competitors should apply 
initially to Senor Federico A. Ugarte, 
Architect, Calle Montevideo No. 942, 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


ness and administrative side of things 
and his considerable legal knowledge (he 
was a member of the RIBA panel of arbi- 
trators) and skill as a negotiator were of 
great value both to clients and to the 
firm. His vivid and original personality 
will be remembered by all who knew him, 
and his very sudden death was a great 
shock to his colleagues and his many 
business friends. 


Edward Berks Norris, ARIBA 


WE REGRET to record the death, which 
took place in a road accident at the age 
of 81, of Mr. Edward Berks Norris, of 
Edgbaston, one of the oldest Associates 
of the RIBA, and a winner of the RIBA 
bronze medal for the area of Warwicks, 
South Staffs, Shropshire, Herefordshire 
and Worcestershire in 1937. Born in Bir- 
mingham in 1880, he qualified at the 
Birmingham School of Art and joined 
the firm of Peacock & Bewlay as 
assistant in 1902, becoming a partner in 
1934. He designed many churches, banks 
and factories in the Midlands, and the 
firm’s work on the Green Lane housing 
estate at Whitley, Yorks, won an MoHLG 
medal in 1949. He was a proficient water- 
colourist. 


S. M. Holloway, ARIBA 


MR. SIDNEY MALVERN HOLLOWAY, ARIBA, 
whose death took place suddenly on 
October 8, had been County Architect 
for Huntingdonshire since 1953, having 
been deputy to his predecessor, Mr. S. J. 
Hands, since 1946. He was 47, and had 
spent his whole professional life in local 
authority service, being articled to the 
architect to Northamptonshire CC, and 
holding positions successively with the 
county councils of West Suffolk, Kent 
and Cheshire. 


Sale of Woodland Plots 
Action by Minister and LA 


THE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has confirmed directions 
made by Dorking and Horley Rural Dis- 
trict Council giving the council power to 
prevent the spoliation of Birches Wood, 
Ockley, and Buildings Wood and Wallace 
Wood, Abinger, three Surrey beauty 
spots. The woods have been sold off in 
one-acre plots for week-end camping 
sites. 

Under the Town and Country Planning 
General Development Order land may be 
used for any purpose for not more than 
28 days annually, and movable struc- 
tures may be placed on the land without 
planning permission from the council. 

The effect of the directions confirmed 
by the Minister is to make it necessary 
for the owners of the plots to obtain 
planning permission before they put the 
land to any use whatsoever, other than 
forestry. This means that no structures 
can be placed on the land, and no fences, 
gates or tents erected without planning 
permission. 
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SCOLA 


Inaugural Meeting in London 


THE COUNTY COUNCILS of Gloucestershire, 
Hampshire, Salop and West Sussex, to- 
gether with the Ministry of Education, at 
a meeting held in London on October 5, 
set up a second consortium of local 
authorities (to be known by the initials 
SCOLA) with the intention of obtaining 
for the local authorities concerned (1) the 
advantages of a system of building 
whereby the normal components of build- 
ing are standardised in a rational way, 
and (2) the full economic savings to be 
gained from a system of bulk ordering 
which exploits the full potential of quan- 
tity production. The County Council of 
Dorset is also associated with the Con- 
sortium but is not as yet a member. 

Sir Offley Wakeman, Bt, CBE, DL, JP, 
chairman of the Salop County Council, 
has been appointed first chairman of the 
Consortium and Mr. Ralph Crowe, AA 
Dip, ARIBA, AMTPI, Salop county archi- 
tect has been appointed chairman of 
the Board of Chief Architects which, 
subject to the ultimate responsibility of 
the elected representatives of the mem- 
ber authorities of the Consortium, will 
direct the work of SCOLA. 

The new Consortium’s organisation 
follows very closely the pattern estab- 
lished by CLASP (the first consortium in 
which the Nottinghamshire County Coun- 
cil has played so large a part) and 
SCOLA’s members have _ gratefully 
acknowledged the help and encourage- 
ment they have received from the mem- 
bers and officers of CLASP. The common 
membership of the Ministry of Education 
of both organisations will be valuable 
and the county council members are 
indebted to the Ministry for their co- 
operation. 

Although the formal steps setting up 
the new Consortium have only just been 
taken, much preliminary work has already 
been done, and at the Consortium’s 
inaugural meeting held on October 5, the 
member authorities agreed to a Consor- 
tium building programme for the year 
1962-63 exceeding £lm. This work will 
consist entirely of school building for the 
founder members of the Consortium but 
the system being developed will be cap- 
able of being adapted for most of a county 
council’s needs. By 1963-64 it is hoped 
that the Consortium will be carrying out 
as much as possible of their work in the 
new system with a total programme of 
some £3m. for the year. The Consortium 
expects to be able progressively to absorb 
a limited number of new members from 
1962-63 onwards, and the effect of this 
will be shown in the programme for 
1963-64 and subsequent years. 


A Concrete Motor Yacht 


A CRUISING motor yacht with a hull made 
entirely of concrete was launched on 
October 9 by Windboats Ltd., at Wrox- 
ham, Norfolk. It is understood that the 
method of construction is new, the form 
of concrete, to be known as ‘Seacrete,’ 
being stronger than wood or fibreglass and 
lighter than steel. No cost has been 
revealed. 
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Deering Milliken Building, New York City 


CARSON & LUNDIN, architects 


A NEW METHYL METHACRYLATE MONOMER, 
‘ Monocite,’ introduced by the polychemi- 
cals department of the Du Pont Com- 
pany, of Wilmington, Delaware, USA, 
has been used by the New York archi- 
tects, Carson & Lundin, for light diffusers 
in a ‘chequerboard’ ceiling in the new 
Deering Milliken building at 1045 Sixth- 
avenue, New York City. The ceiling is 
installed on the three sales floors and is 
claimed to have three functions—sound 
absorption, air-conditioning supply and 
air-return, and lighting. It is built-up 
of alternating squares of this milky-white 
plastic which’ diffuses fluorescent light 
from above, and perforated, natural-finish 
anodised aluminium sheets backed-up 
with an acoustic material. The ‘ Mono- 
cite’ sheets now in the installation were 
cast by the Polycast Corporation, of 
Stamford, Conn., USA. 


The New Material 


Developed specifically for the produc- 
tion of cast acrylic sheets for the sign 
and lighting industries, this material is 
being offered to sheet casters under a 
new trademark, ‘ Monocite’ methacrylate 
monomer—H 100. Du Pont do not pro- 
duce the sheets but will work closely 
with its customers on all levels of market- 
ing and technology. 


Primary use of sheet cast from ‘ Mono- 
cite’ at present is in both indoor and 
outdoor signs, and in lighting fixtures 
such as diffusers and prismatic shields. 
Such signs provide maximum visibility 


during the day and are said to give strik- 
ing visual impact when internally lighted 
at night. Prismatic shields and diffusers 
give off virtually glare-proof illumination 
while adding to the decor of homes, 
stores, offices, factories and other 
buildings. 

Easy to clean and inexpensive to main- 
tain, sheeting cast from ‘ Monocite’ 
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methacrylate monomer is impervious to 
all kinds of weather and will not ‘ yellow.’ 
It weighs only a third as much as glass, 
thereby requiring far less support, but 
its high impact strength, even at low tem- 
peratures, resists chipping, cracking and 
crazing, so the makers claim. Stability 
is retained at temperatures as high as 
200 degrees F. The sheets cast from the 
material can be thermoformed, and post- 
forming fabrication processes, such as 
sawing, drilling, punching, threading, 
routing, heat welding and cementing are 
also possible. 

The Du Pont Company’s London office 
is at 76 Jermyn-street, London, SWI. 


Mechanising House Building 


Mr. Arthur Ling’s Forecast 


SPEAKING at the annual conference in 
Coventry on October 11 of the Institute 
of Municipal Building Management, MR. 
ARTHUR LING, FRIBA, the Coventry City 
Architect and Planning Officer, forecast 
that the techniques of the car industry 
with its conveyor belt production would 
be increasingly applied to house building. 

New lifting techniques were enabling 
more and more building work to be done 
on the ground, he said. They had been 
limited mainly to multi-storey car parks 
but it was hoped to see a variant of the 
techniques in Coventry soon, whereby 
flats were built on the ground and lifted 
by hydraulic jacks. The lifting of a floor 
would make room for another to be built 
and eventually the jacks would be lifting 
16 storeys with a roof on to make way 
for the ground floor. 

This technique would undoubtedly 


revolutionise the whole approach to 
building flats, making it possible to 
reduce considerably the movement of 
materials and operatives. The thought of 
millions of prefabricated standardised 
dwellings might frighten people, but that 
was probably because they conjured up 
in their minds a series of brutal concrete 
elements assembled in such a way as only 
to deserve the name of ‘ temporary.’ 

If the finesse of the car industry was 
applied to house building all would be 
satisfied and if towns were planned 
imaginatively there need be no fear of 
building industrialisation. There would 
still be a need for special designs for 
buildings such as theatres, art galleries 
and cathedrals but even in those the 
tendency would probably be to use as 
many of the standard component parts as 
is possible. 








Town Planning Institute 
Presentation of the Gold Medal to Sir William Holford 


SIR WILLIAM HOLFORD, MA, PRIBA, PPTPI, 
was presented with the Gold Medal of 
the Town Planning Institute on October 
4. The ceremony took place in the re- 
cently restored Carpenters’ Hall, London, 
EC. The Institute’s president, MR. ROW- 
LAND NICHOLAS, CBE, MICE, city surveyor, 
Manchester, described the award as the 
highest honour presented at irregular 
intervals and with the greatest discrimina- 
tion; previous holders being Sir George 
Pepler (1953), Sir Patrick Abercrombie 
(1955) and Lewis Mumford (1957). 

MR. DESMOND HEAP, LLM, PPTPI, con- 
troller and city solicitor of the Corpora- 
tion of London, one of the sponsors of 
the award, paid tribute to Sir William’s 
services. On those rare and very special 
occasions, said Mr. Heap, it was entirely 
right and proper that the distinguished 
recipient of the Gold Medal should be 
eulogised before his fellow men, and this 
was so, notwithstanding the fact that Sir 
William Holford’s case needed no special 
pleading from a lawyer, while his career 
and his work were already known and 
greatly respected throughout the world. 
Sir William was not only one of the 
world’s workers in every sense of that 
expression, but the peripatetic globe- 
trotter ‘ par excellence’ whom they were 
indeed fortunate to catch in London that 
evening on one of his visits to this 
country. For so much were his artistic 
services in demand that he was perforce 
for ever throwing girdles round the earth 
and, accordingly, might correctly be re- 
ferred to as a man of mercurial 
personality. 


‘Witness for the Defence’ 


A man of the theatre, but not a 
theatrical man, said Mr. Heap, it had 
been at once a pleasure and an education 
to watch Sir William’s performance in 
the witness box, as he had had the privi- 
lege of doing on a number of occasions, 
but most notably of all at the great public 
inquiry in the Guildhall in 1948 into the 
whys and wherefors of the Declaratory 
Order for the Rebuilding of the City made 
by the Corporation of London under the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1944, 
and again at the important inquiry held 
at Gresham College into the Holford 
Plan, prepared at the request of the Cor- 
poration for the redevelopment of the 
precincts of St. Paul’s Cathedral. 

Mr. Heap thought Sir William’s greatest 
service to the cause of town planning 
was that he had done as much as any 
man to humanise his subject. His entire 
manner and approach, his whole tech- 
nique, were nicely calculated to bridge 
the gap which was ever inclined to sepa- 
rate the planners from the planned—the 
gap that stood so bleakly between ‘ them’ 


and ‘us’ and tended to make strangers 
of them all. 
MR. L. W. LANE, ARICS, MTPI, senior 


planning officer at the LCC, another of 
Sir William’s joint sponsors, thought that 
the really unique essence of Sir William’s 
contribution to town planning had been 





in the realm of urban design. The pre- 
vious recipients of the Institute’s Gold 
Medal were few and they had all been 
innovators in thought and had pushed 
forward the realm and horizon of our 
creative endeavour. The concept of the 
city as a manifestation of the aspirations 
of man; the idea that we could mould 
the totality of our regional environment; 
the notion of containing city sprawl; the 
idea of green belts; the forging of town 
planning techniques as part of our affairs 
of government were all _ pioneering 
thoughts for which they were indebted 
to Sir George Pepler, Sir Patrick Aber- 
crombie and Mr. Lewis Mumford. 

But town planning was a dynamic pro- 
cess which always had new fields to 
conquer. At its inception it had to 
grapple with peripheral problems, but as 
time had gone on it had come to grips 
with the core and heart of the city. The 
devastation of the war forced upon them 
the challenge of rebuilding their city 
centres. Today, rising standards of living 
brought with them new spatial demands. 
The impact of the motor car threatened 
city life. The technology of building con- 
struction was undergoing a revolution. 
We were faced with a new assessment 
of what the city meant to them in the 
scale of civilised values. 

It was here, above all, in this country 
and indeed the world, that Sir William 
had pioneered. Unlike the architect, he 
had no cut-and-dried brief. His clients 
were diffuse, clamant in their individual 
and special demands, mute in the mass. 
Total and beautiful designs were de- 
manded of him which would reconcile 
almost impossibly divergent interests. 

In the interpretation of history it was 
often difficult to assess whether the times 
had created the man, or the man had 
created the times. How much more diffi- 
cult it was to assess contemporary his- 
tory. Sir William had impressed himself 
upon our time, had lifted our vision above 
the mundane and was worthy of the 
highest honour which it was the ability 
of the Town Planning Institute to bestow. 

In his reply SIR WILLIAM HOLFORD had 
a word of praise for the unacknowledged 
members of the profession, the patient 
and anonymous ones who had given the 
profession its integrity over the last fifty 
years and made it trusted. ‘In receiving 
this medal,’ he continued, ‘I become en- 
dowed with a personality not altogether 
my own. I would like to hold it as a 
sort of tribute to those who have made, 
and are making, the running in our pro- 
fession and whose achievements are not 
otherwise recognised.’ 


Indecision and Lack of Personality 


Turning to some of the immense prob- 
lems that face us in the conservation of 
natural resources and the redevelopment 
of cities Sir William continued: 

If we look round our towns and into 
their governance we are just as likely to 
find, with some notable exceptions, evi- 
dence of indecision and lack of person 
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ality. We find the two complementary 
and inseparable elements of town design, 
the traffic system and the building blocks, 
as much a part of the same plan as the 
corridor and bedrooms of an hotel, split 
into separate administrations, financial, 
technical and even ideological. We find 
a continuing housing problem made more 
acute by rising standards of living, in- 
creasing rates of obsolescence, growing 
numbers of households, shortage of hous- 
ing land, and not much improvement in 
building productivity. 

We find—again with a few exceptions— 
key areas for development, sometimes the 
whole town centre—in which local gov- 
ernment finance and technical staff are 
inadequate for the task of redevelopment, 
and no acceptable and ready system is 
to hand for harnessing private initiative 
and commercial know-how within the 
shafts of the municipal cab. 


Three-Dimensional Planning 


With all the architectural, landscape 
and engineering skill which is available 
we find all-too-few examples of compre- 
hensive layouts and designs in three 
dimensions, except perhaps in isolated 
parts of big cities and in the new towns 
and here the tune has, of necessity, to 
be played on the cottage piano, not on 
the concert grand. 

We see obsolescence beginning to gain 
On new construction in a number of in- 
dustrial towns and conurbations, particu- 
larly their inner sections; we see public 
transport in danger of becoming a liability 
and being treated as such, when in fact 
it is our greatest hope of reducing the 
ferocious impact of the motor vehicle on 
city life. 

We notice how the whole quality of 
the urban scene is worsening so that more 
and more people become spectators of two 
dimensions—the ‘telly ’"—instead of par- 
ticipators in three; and so that as we lose 
interest in building the future, we turn 
more to preserving the past. And even 
then we cannot afford to keep our most 
characteristic symbol of a great Railway 
Age—the Euston Portico. 

This is not a situation for the dilettanti 
and the valetudinarian, for narrow pro- 
fessional outlooks, nor for the type of 
party politics which do not stem from 
conviction and principle. The barbed 
civilities of the committee room and the 
prolonged, and almost luxurious, enjoy- 
ment of public inquiries will not go all 
the way towards a better Britain. It is 
not the cautious ones with antiquarian 
minds, but the energetic ones with anti- 
quarian drawing boards who are now 
most needed. The pendulum that swung 
to its peak in the early nineteen-forties 
has since been descending. At the bottom 
of the swing it is probably only too easy 
to think that this is the natural position 
for any pendulum to come to rest. But 
all those who want the clock to go on— 
and this was the mainspring of action 
during the war years—must be anxious 
now to get rid of the drags that slow the 
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pendulum down and prevent its rising to 
an equal and opposite peak. I think we 
should all agree that two major repairs, 
above all others, need to be carried out 
to the planning machinery. 

The first is a new set of principles for 
land development and redevelopment, in 
the face of rising numbers, fairer shares 
in a more affluent society and an absolute 
shortage of space for certain forms of 
activity and recreation. The planning 
system of the nineteen-forties has been 
dismantled; and although it has left us 
a most valuable collection of spare parts, 
they hardly represent a useful machine 
any longer. The real profits of planning 
betterment still cannot be gathered in for 
the many, but only for the enterprising 
few; the conservation of land for the 
benefit of future generations is still far 
too difficult and expensive for a civilised 
country to tolerate; and on the other 
hand the aggregation or pooling of owner- 
ships in central areas is so slow and so 
weak that our own generation is not being 
given the chance to build its own image 
of the ideal town except in the satellites 
outside the great cities. 


Link Between Planning and Design 


The second repair that is badly needed 
is the link between planning and design. 
This is still valid for the single building 
and has been extended to the small resi- 
dential neighbourhood; but for anything 
on a larger scale or in a more compre- 
hensive form we have not succeeded in 
rising to the occasion. This is not only 
a problem of unified ownership or unified 
control resulting from the lack of a uni- 
fied land use system appropriate to our 
needs. It is also a problem of local gov- 
ernment, of the uncertain and unskilled 
patronage of the arts and the pure 
sciences, of departmentalism and of minor 
professional divergences which weaken 
the strong bond that ought to exist be- 
tween the original intention to plan, the 
drawing up of an agreed programme of 
economic land use, and its realisation in 
terms of unified design by architecture, 
engineering and landscape. 

This is the real adventure of building, 
the real stimulus to redevelopment. In 
spite of all the complications and the set- 
backs and delays our objective remains 
a most inspiring one. It requires teachers, 
thinkers and designers; and in fact our 
united professions can produce them if 
only they can clear some of the confu- 
sion and the bickering, and retain a clear 
and simple charter of aims and objects. 

This, after all, was the basis on which 
The Town Planning Institute was 
founded. It forms the ancient rule of 
the monastic orders, and of the univer- 
sities of the world; it was the formative 
idea that led to the growth of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, of the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors. 

These names and dignities will count 
for nothing unless we revise our codes of 
practice and our methods of thought to 
improve the condition of our towns and 
our still beautiful countryside, and the lot 
of the ordinary men and women who look 
to us as they look to the scientists and 
the designers in industry, to serve them. 
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Architects’ Registration Council of the 
United Kingdom 


Wrongful Designation of Certain Official Architects 


LOCAL AUTHORITIES which designate un- 
registered members of their staffs by 
styles containing the word ‘architect,’ 
and the question of overseas schools’ 
examinations not having recognition by 
the council for registration purposes were 
two major points discussed by the Archi- 
tects’ Registration Council of the United 
Kingdom at its 118th ordinary general 
meeting, held at 66 Portland-place, W, on 
October 11. The chairman of the council, 
Mr. A. G. Sheppard Fidler, MA, FRIBA, 
presided. 

Preliminary business included notifica- 
tion of certain changes of membership. 
Mr. J. A. R. Pimlott, CB, has been 
appointed to the council by the Minister 
of Education to succeed Mr. A. A. Part, 
MBE, and Mr. H. J. O. Weaver by the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives to replace Sir Richard Cop- 
pock. Mr. William Allen, ARIBA, has 
been appointed to the Board of Archi- 
tectural Education to replace Mr. Michael 
Pattrick, FRIBA, whom he has succeeded 
as Director of Education of the Archi- 
tectural Association. 


Admission Committee’s Report 


The report of the admission committee, 
chairman Mr. Vincent Burr, FRIBA, 
recommended that the council admit to 
the register 133 applicants who qualified 
by examination under section 6(1)(c) of 
the principal act; 20 who qualified under 
section 6(1)(d) of the act and under regu- 
lation 26(a)(4); and 1 who qualified under 
section 6(1)(d) and regulation 26(b). Mr. 
Burr pointed out that under the last 
named category, in which only one new 
member qualified, it was very rarely that 
a candidate was accepted. There had 
been only eleven such admissions since 
1948. The candidate in the present case 
was Dr. Otto H. Koenigsberger, head of 
the department of tropical studies at the 
Architectural Association. 


Maintenance Grants for Special Studies 


The Board of Architectural Education, 
chairman Mr. Edward D. Mills, CBE, 
FRIBA, reported that a sub-committee 
had awarded two maintenance scholar- 
ships for special studies in architecture 
for 1961/62. They were to Mr. James D. 
MacKinnon (£800 for one year for a 
special study of local authority housing 
with particular reference to Scotland) 
and to Mr. B. R. Proctor (a similar sum 
for a special study of penological archi- 
tecture). 

The board recommended that the certi- 
ficate final examination held at the end 
of seven years composite course, followed 
by the examination in professional prac- 
tice and practical experience, at the 
School of Architecture, College of Art, 
Leicester. be recognised as qualifying for 
registration under section 6(3) of the 
principal act with effect from July 1, 
1960. 

This recommendation prompted a ques- 
tion about the anomaly that existed over 


the problem of the examinations of cer- 
tain schools, particularly overseas schools, 
being recognised for membership of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects but 
not for registration by ARCUK. This 
meant that graduates from such schools, 
although fully qualified members of the 
Royal Institute, were unable to practise 
under the style of architects without risk- 
ing prosecution. The registrar, Mr. David 
Benton, pointed out that this problem 
had been the cause of much embarrass- 
ment. Mr. E. Haynes, secretary to the 
Board of Architectural Education, made 
a statement to the effect that the position 
had been explained to the schools in 
question and it was hoped they would 
apply to ARCUK for recognition of their 
examinations. 


Income Limits for Scholarships 


The board recommended that, as in 
1961, an upper income limit of £2,250, 
with £300 allowance in respect of each 
dependent, excluding the candidate, be 
adopted in respect of parents or guar- 
dians of applicants for scholarships and 
grants. Over the question of applications 
for special, and variations of existing, 
ARCUK maintenance scholarships the 
board recommended that where applic- 
able all existing scholarships be increased 
to conform to the rates of grant approved 
by the Minister of Education for state 
scholars. 

The panel of examiners for 1962 com- 
prises Mr. R. E. Enthoven, FRIBA, chair- 
man, Mr. F. F. S, Bryson, Dr. E. S. 
Martin, Dr. G. I. Sinclair and Mr. C. S. 
White. 


Unpaid Retention Fees 


The non-payment of retention fees, 
especially repeated defaulting in this 
respect, continues to cause a dispropor- 
tionate amount of work and expense to 
the council. In its report the finance 
and general purposes committee, chair- 
man Mr. R. O. Foster, JP, FRIBA, stated 
that on the day of the meeting (October 
10) there were some 200 architects who 
had not paid any part of the 1961 reten- 
tion fee, and a further 15 who had paid 
only a part of it. The committee recom- 
mended and the council resolved that the 
names of those architects whose addresses 
in the register were in the United King- 
dom and who did not pay their 1961 
retention fees by October 31 be removed 
from the register on that date without 
further warning. Architects overseas 
were to be given an extension of time 
until December 31. 

Certain architects, 99 in number, who 
came under the category of ‘ repeated 
defaulters’ were to be warned that if 
they failed to remit their 1962 retention 
fee by April, 1962, their names would be 
removed from the register on that date 
without further warning in strict com- 
pliance with section 13(5) of the principal 
act and of regulation 38, 
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Wrongful Designation 

The professional purposes committee, 
chairman Mr. L. A. Chackett, FRIBA, 
have been considering correspondence 
between the Registrar and certain local 
authorities in respect of the use of the 


style ‘architect’ to designate unregis- 
tered members in their architectural 
departments. The committee reacted 


strongly against one city architect who 
has appointed unregistered persons to 
posts and whose descriptions contain the 
word ‘architect.’ It is particularly dis- 
turbed about the appointment of one 
‘chief assistant architect.’ 

The attitude of a city architect in 
perpetrating and defending such action 
caused much concern since the commit- 
tee consider such action to be against the 
interests of the profession and the 
objects of the Architects Registration 
Acts. The council decided to make re- 
presentations to the authorities concerned 
and if these failed to take such action 
under the Architects Registration Act as 
they might be advised. 

In a second case the council were 
informed of certain conflicting opinion as 
to what did or did not transgress section 
1 of the 1938 Act. The professional pur- 
poses committee had been advised that 
the formula adopted by certain local 
authorities in respect of the use of the 
style ‘architect’ in their forms of build- 
ing contract might be an infringment of 
the Act. The committee recommended 
that further action be deferred until these 
documents had been studied and further 
advice obtained. 


Advertisement in Bad Taste 


The committee reported certain profes- 
sional conduct cases, one of which con- 
cerned an architect who advertised in a 
national newspaper, immodestly proclaim- 
ing his brilliance and great achievement 
and requesting work which reflected his 
capabilities both in rewards and attribu- 
tion. This advertisement appeared under 
a box number and it later transpired that 
the architect concerned had accepted a 
partnership in his firm. He did, however, 
reply to an inquirer, explaining the posi- 
tion but adding that if help was needed 
with any particular problem a meeting 
could be arranged. 

On the direction of the chairman of the 
professional purposes committee, this 
matter was referred to the solicitor com- 
plainant who wrote to the architect, call- 
ing his attention to Principle III, and 
alleging that ‘prima facie’ it appeared 
that he was infringing that principle. In 
view, however, of the architect’s reply to 
the effect that the advertisement was for 
salaried employment, and not for com- 
missions as an independent practitioner, 
it was decided not to formulate a charge. 

The committee accepted this decision, 
but they instructed the registrar to 
inform the architect that they regarded 
the advertisement to be in extremely bad 
taste, irresponsible, and detrimental to 
the best interests of the profession. 


Railways’ Chief Engineer Retires 

MR. C. W. KING, MICE, who has been chief 
civil engineer, British Railways central 
staff, since 1955 has retired. 
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Hospital Architects 


Problem of Recruitment 


REPORTING On recruitment problems, the 
North West Metropolitan Regional Hos- 
pital Board’s establishment committee 
says that when the establishment of the 
regional architect’s department was in- 
creased in 1960 it was envisaged that the 
capital programme would be at the rate 
of about £3m. a year, possibly rising to 
£4m. 

‘Since then the Board’s ten year pro- 
gramme has been submitted for the Minis- 
ter’s approval, and it seems probable that 
capital expenditure over the next ten 
years or so will amount to £65m.,’ the 
committee reports. In addition, forward 
planning during this period will also be 
needed on schemes amounting to about 
£15m., so that it is necessary to think in 
terms of a capital expenditure of about 
£80m. 

According to the report, the regional 
architect considers that capital projects 
amounting to some £2m. to £2.5m. per 
annum would be handled by the archi- 
tect’s department itself, leaving about 60 
per cent of the programme to be under- 
taken by private architects. 

Says the committee: ‘ Allocating 
schemes to private architects does not of 
course relieve the department of respon- 
sibility for them and it is estimated that 
about 124 per cent of the department’s 
staff must be available to work with 
private architects on schemes being de- 
signed by them. A considerable amount 
of architectural time must also be devoted 
to co-operation with the various project 
teams handling major schemes and to 
formulation of detailed requirements. 

‘ Additionally, it is necessary that re- 
search into methods of construction, 
which has already begun, should be con- 
tinued, with a view to achieving econo- 
mies in hospital building. 

‘It is accordingly evident that a con- 
siderable increase in the establishment of 
the department is required, and the estab- 
lishment committee have considered a 
detailed report from the regional archi- 
tect as to how this should be achieved, 
and have agreed to recommend to the 
board that the proposals made should be 
adopted.’ 

Ultimately, it is intended that addi- 
tional recruitment should amount to three 
assistant regional architects, four prin- 
cipal assistant architects, 23 senior assis- 
tant architects and three sub-professional 
staff in the grades of draughtsman, tracer 
or junior. 

There are at present two assistant 
regional architects, but experience has 
shown that it is impracticable for an 
assistant regional architect to manage 
adequately more than one major scheme 
at a time. It is accordingly proposed that 
each of the four existing architectural 
groups should be headed by an assistant 
regional architect, with the assistance of 
two principal assistant architects, one 
working on the major project of the 
moment and one on other less large pro- 
jects, falling within the group’s pro- 
gramme. The size of each group would 
be increased from ten professional and 


one sub-professional member to 14 pro- 
fessional and two sub-professional staff. 

It is further proposed that in future 
the main body of architectural staff 
should be recruited in the senior assis- 
tant architect grade and that up to nine 
staff in each group should be of that 
grade. The present establishment pro- 
vides for up to 19 assistant architects, 
there being seven in post, but recent 
advertising has shown that recruitment to 
this grade is virtually impossible owing 
to competition from elsewhere. 

In addition to the staffing of the four 
main architectural groups outlined above, 
an assistant regional architect is required 
to direct research into current building 
design and to lead and control structural 
development. He would be assisted by 
one principal and one or two seniors. 

The committee recommends _ that 
appointments should be made of the three 
additional assistant regional architects as 
soon as possible. It is also thought that 
a start should be made on the appoint- 
ment of additional principal assistant 
architects and that recruitment in other 
grades should be pursued with a view to 
bringing the staff up to 70 per cent of 
the proposed establishment in the near 
future. 

The full year additional cost of the 
immediate proposals is approximately 
£17,000 and the ultimate additional cost 
(including the £17,000) will be about 
£42,000. 


Overseas Tours Planned 


Architects responsible for new hospi- 
tals, extensions and improvements in the 
North West Metropolitan regional hospi- 
tal board’s area are to go on special over- 
seas tours to help keep their ideas fresh 
and learn new schemes and techniques. 
The regional architect has drawn up a 
tentative programme covering a number 
of visits to these countries over the next 
three years. It is proposed that study 
leave should be granted up to an aggre- 
gate of about one per cent of the pro- 
fessional manpower time of the depart- 
ment, i.e., up to six months total leave 
among fifty architects. 


Hospital Building 
Supervisors 
Institute’s Continued Progress 


THE THIRD national executive meeting of 
the Institute of Hospital Building Super- 
visors was held at Prestwich Hospital, 
Manchester, on September 30, and from 
the honorary secretary’s report it was 
noted that three new Regions had been 
formed and that, with the London 
Regions, four in all had now successfully 
reached a suitable working agreement. 

There was a good attendance of dele- 
gates from the Regions, and from their 
reports and discussions it was found that 
the Institute now had a membership of 
approximately 75 per cent of the hospital 
building supervisors. 

It was decided at this meeting to hold 
the next annual general meeting on May 
]2, 1962, in Edinburgh. 
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Problems of Tendering Procedure 


Brighton Council's Proposals 


FROM A LOCAL GOVERNMENT CORRESPONDENT 


PROPOSALS for a change in the rules 
governing action to be taken on non- 
acceptance of the lowest tender for con- 
tracting work have been considered by 
Brighton borough council’s legal and par- 
liamentary committee following a report 
on the position by the town clerk. 

The report was made after concern 
had been expressed by council members 
at the number of lowest tenders which 
were withdrawn following the publica- 
tion of the tender figures in the council 
agenda. 

The report points out that the relevant 
council standing order says that ‘a tender 
(except by sample), other than the lowest 
tender if payment is to be made by the 
council or other than the highest tender 
if payment is to be received by the 
council, shall not be accepted unless the 
reasons for accepting the particular ten- 
der are given in the proceedings of the 
committee and are approved by the 
council. Where a tender by sample, other 
than the highest or lowest (as the case 
may be), is accepted or recommended for 
acceptance, the committee accepting or 
recommending the same shall record the 
fact in its minutes submitted to the 
council.’ 

It says that where there has been open 
tendering the resolution and letter of 
acceptance of the tender contains the 
phrase ‘(e) the borough surveyor, 
engineer and planning officer being satis- 
fied that the contractor is in all respects 
capable of carrying out the contract.’ 


The report continues: ‘ This resolution 
is sufficiently wide to enable the borough 
surveyor to exercise his discretion and in 
appropriate cases to report adversely on 
the lowest tender to the appropriate com- 
mittee. Whether the borough surveyor 
reports at the time tenders are considered 
or to a subsequent meeting, this can 
cause delay which should in fixed price 
tendering be avoided if possible. The 
publication of the reason for not accept- 
ing a tender which is the lowest must 
place the borough surveyor, the commit- 
tee and the council in a somewhat 
onerous position in that the lowest ten- 
derer’s financial status, contracting ability 
or reputation is suspect, expressly or by 
implication. 

‘The committee will appreciate that, 
although the borough surveyor may be 
satisfied that a contractor is not, in all 
respects, capable of carrying out the con- 
tract, the grounds on which that opinion 
is based might not adequately support a 
plea of justification in a libel action and 
might not be adducible in evidence. 


‘The difficulties could be resolved by 
the amendment of Standing Order (Con- 
tracts) No. 5 to read “a tender (except 
a tender by sample), other than the lowest 
tender if payment is to be made by the 
council, or other than the highest tender 
if payment is to be received by the 
council, shall not be accepted unless 





recommended by a committee and 
approved by the council. Where a tender 
by sample. ...” The selective tendering 
procedure by virtue of which certain con- 
tractors of repute are invited to tender 
prevents this problem arising but at 
present this system applies only to the 
building trade.’ 


Town Clerk’s Remarks 


Brighton town clerk, in his report to 
the committee, made the following 
further points on procedure in connection 
with contract tenders: 

Publication of tender figures in council 
agenda.—Except in matters of detail and 
routine, for example, private street works, 
the agenda records all tender figures even 
where the committee has power to act. 

There is no good reason for suppress- 
ing the tender figures after a contract is 
made. 

It does not follow that the withdrawal 
of the lowest tender necessarily bears 
direct reference to the publication of 
tender figures. Such withdrawal may be 
activated by various reasons unconnected 
with a knowledge of figures. 

The ascertainment of which is the 
lowest tender does not call for the 
deliberation of a committee, still less the 
approval of a council of 76. Considera- 
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tion should be given to avoiding the pub- 
lishing of tenders before a tender is 
legally accepted unless the tender is so 
substantially in excess of what the council 
expected to expend and the project can 
be reduced, postponed or abandoned, 
there would seem no reason for the 
council to reserve to itself a decision 
which calls for no judgment whatever. 

The town clerk also drew attention to 
‘the somewhat unsatisfactory position’ 
which exists where substantial errors are 
found in bills of quantities, that is in 
contracts in which bills of quantities form 
part. 

Following consideration of the report, 
the committee says it is of opinion that 
the system of selective tendering, at 
present restricted in the main to building 
works, should be extended to other 
spheres of the council’s work, and recom- 
mends the council to instruct the com- 
mittees and officers concerned to consider 
the matter and report with their recom- 
mendations. 

It says that where arithmetical errors 
occur in the bills of quantities in future, 
the code of procedure recommended by 
the Joint Consultative Committee of 
Architects, Quantity Surveyors and 
Builders should be adopted. The con- 
tractor should be allowed to withdraw 
when the error if corrected would pro- 
duce a larger tender figure, and the figure 
should be allowed to stand where adjust- 
ment would produce a lower figure, the 
town clerk being instructed to indicate 
in the forms of tender the procedure that 
will be adopted. 


Effect of Economic Restrictions 


View in the Civil Engineering Industry 


‘IT WILL BE SOME while before the recent 
Government measures have an appreciable 
effect on the overall load of work in the 
civil engineering industry,’ said MR. 
P. W. E. HOLLOWAY, OBE, MA, MICE, chair- 
man of the Federation of Civil Engineer- 
ing Contractors, speaking at Manchester 
on October 13 to a general meeting of 
the Federation’s north-western section. 
He pointed out that the load of work in 
the constructional industries was still at 





Firm Prices 


Mr. Trench’s Challenge to 
Manufacturers 


THOSE MANUFACTURERS among our 
readers who missed the challenge 
by Mr. Peter Trench (Director of the 
National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers) given in ‘ The 
Builder’ last week (p. 667) may like 
to know that the first list of firms 
who are prepared to quote firm 
prices for building plant, equipment 
and materials over a period will ap- 
pear in our issue of October 27. 
Firms prepared to accept the chal- 
lenge should write to The Editor, 
‘The Builder,’ 4 Catherine-street, 
Aldwych, WC2, as soon as possible. 











a high level, and said that this would 
serve to delay the effects of the economic 
restrictions. There was no doubt, how- 
ever, that the Government’s measures 
would result eventually in a temporary 
restriction on expansion in the civil 
engineering industry. 

Mr. Holloway praised the Govern- 
ment’s decision to maintain the road 
programme. He earnestly hoped that 
they would remain firm in their apparent 
intention to permit very urgent and 
essential water and sewerage works to 
continue. He stressed that, however 
necessary the Government’s economic 
measures might have been, the fact re- 
mained that a continuous restriction on 
the work of the constructional industries 
would have very serious repercussions. 
‘The main concern of the industry, and 
of the Federation, therefore, is that the 
controls should be removed as soon as 
possible,’ he added. 


New Materials Guide 


THE NOVEMBER ISSUE of the ‘ Monthly 
List of New Materials,’ to be published 
about November 10 by the Building 
Centre will be a concise guide to the 
new products on show at the Building 
Exhibition. It is available free from the 
centre at 26 Store-street, London, WCl, 
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The House Magazine 
A Wide Variety Reviewed 


THERE MUST BE more house magazines 
published in this country than any other 
type of journal. It is therefore of interest 
to examine the various forms they take. 
Some are described as news sheets, others 
as journals, staff or house magazines, 
reviews or newspapers. Examining those 
which publicity-minded companies have 
distributed for editorial mention, it is 
clear that the choice of titles is entirely 
arbitrary. Some companies regard their 
publications merely as records of their 
recent achievements, others extend this 
to include social and personal events. The 
former can be simply a list of credits and 
technical data, inevitably having a limited 
appeal, though many companies develop 
this to include general information. A 
more ambitious approach is to write a 
story including the problems, personali- 
ties and other factors of technical and 
social interest which occurred in the pro- 
ject. Articles on humorous, general or 
technical subjects also appear in some 
journals and help to widen the readership. 


Journal’s Wide Scope 

‘The Team—At Work and Play’ is the 
title of the impressive quarterly journal 
of the Cubitt group of companies. The 
scope of this publication c7% best be 
described by referring to an cuitorial note 
which states that, in addition to social 
and business items, ‘matters of interest 
to the industry in general, or Cubitts in 
particular, especially where both themes 
link up’ are welcomed. In the summer 
issue an excellent balance is achieved 
with most articles having personal, 
general and company aspects. There are 
three technical articles, one of which 
includes company news, in addition to a 
social and personalities section, and pro- 
gress reports on various contracts. 

The Taylor Woodrow and Costain 
groups’ magazines are much alike in con- 
tent and size. Both devote most space 
to articles on current and completed con- 
tracts and to personal and social activi- 
ties. It is worth noting that whilst there 
are few general articles in the July- 
August editions of these two publications, 
general interest is achieved by attractive 
layout, illustrations and text. 


News Sheets 

*‘Fassnidge “ Today”’ is the news 
sheet of Fassnidge, Son & Norris Ltd. 
Its second edition appeared this summer, 
and in its four 15 in. by 10 in. newspaper 
style pages it covers news of recent con- 
tracts and employees, a cooking recipe, a 
photographic competition and cartoon. 
Similar is the ‘Window’ of four ‘ small 
daily’ size pages from the Williams and 
Williams group. The range is slightly 
larger, including two general interest 
articles. These two news sheets, unpre- 
tentious in appearance, should have a 
wide appeal. The ‘News Review’ from 
Thomas Lowe & Sons Ltd. contains a 
comprehensive list of contracts and per- 
sonalities with various illustrations. 

Two journals of a similar character are 
the ‘Longley Review’ and ‘Earth and 


Sky’ published by James Longley & Co. 
Ltd., and Howard Farrow Ltd. respec- 
tively. In addition to details of their 
contracts, personalities and social events, 
both have one or two general articles. 
‘ Aveling-Barford News,’ from the group 
of that name, gives information on recent 
contracts, details of a new company in 
the group and an article on the Crystal 
Palace exhibition. 

The Laing group of companies publish 
a monthly news sheet called ‘ Team Spirit.’ 
The October issue includes interesting 
and well illustrated accounts of recent 
and current contracts. There are two 
general articles including one from Nyasa- 
land and the usual reports on social 
events. An emphasis which is apparent 
throughout is that all employees are part 
of the team and this helps to bring out 
the personal aspects of the various 
reports. A sense of proud achievement is 
gained but the range of topics does not 
extend far beyond reports of what has 
happened. 

A house magazine with a wide appeal 
is ‘Cupola’ from Carron Co. It must be 
admitted however that in the July edition 
advantage is gained by the products being 
reviewed—fires, radiators, a cooker, and 
fittings for SS Canberra. Despite this, 
general articles include an adventure in 
Africa, a visit to York and a woman’s 
page. The ‘Grape Vine,’ published by 
Walter Llewellyn & Sons Ltd. and 
Llewellyns (Hastings) Ltd., includes in the 
July number two articles of general build- 
ing interest in addition to news of recent 


THE BUILDER October 20 1961 


contracts, personalities and social events. 

‘600,’ the magazine of the George 
Cohen 600 group, not only covers a wider 
range of industry than the others men- 
tioned here but also is well known in the 
Midlands to all match users! This of 
course for the ‘ funnies’ which cover five 
pages. Nearly every article is of general 
interest, some with a bearing on a certain 
product of the group, others informative 
or humorous. This is, perhaps the last 
word in house magazines. 


A New Journal 


Rather different from other magazines 
mentioned here is ‘ Build,’ a quarterly 
published by Wates Ltd. for the first time 
this summer. Each edition is to be de- 
voted to a particular aspect of building 
or related subjects. The first number 
deals with sculpture and architecture in 
two articles by an art critic and an archi- 
tect, and in an interview with a sculptor. 
Also included are photographs of con- 
tracts completed recently by Wates. It 
could be argued that this is not a true 
house magazine since apart from the 
photographs mentioned there are no 
direct references to the company. Whilst 
this may be true, a valuable and informa- 
tive service is being offered which should 
widen the interests of its readers. 

The size of publications of this type 
must inevitably depend on the resources 
of the individual company, but this need 
not limit the scope. As a form of internal 
public relations it is surely hoped that 
house magazines will be taken home by 
employees and read by their families. A 
publication of general as well as technical 
interest is required for this to be 
achieved. 


Institute of Quantity Surveyors 


Annual Dinner and Dance 


THE ANNUAL DINNER AND DANCE of the 
Institute of Quantity Surveyors was held 
at the Trocadero Restaurant, Wl, on 
October 13 with the President, Mr. C. E. 
Smart, in the chair. 

LORD BOSSOM, who proposed the toast 
of the Institute, said that quantity sur- 
veyors were one of the most important 
elements in the building industry today 
for they advised the industry on what to 
charge, which was no small responsibility 
in an industry that spent £2,000m. a year. 
Continuing, he said he believed that 
quantity surveyors could make a great 
contribution to the British economy at 
this critical time when we were engaged 
in negotiations to enter the European 
Common Market. Up to as much as a 
10 per cent saving in the cost of building 
could, he suggested, be effected if the 
quantity surveyor could persuade the 
building owner to make up his mind 
what he wanted before any drawings were 
prepared at all and then, when the draw- 
ings were prepared, persuade the architect 
to make them complete in every detail. 

Lord Bossom instanced one building 
in which PC sums accounted for 69 per 
cent of the cost, which could not happen 
if the architect gave detailed instructions 
on what he wanted. He added that he 


hoped that the Institute of Quantity Sur- 
veyors would take charge of this situation, 
and ‘ make the owners and the architects 
do their part.’ 

THE PRESIDENT, in his response, said 
that the Institute regarded the general 
public as the people to whom they owed 
the greatest responsibility. It followed, 
therefore, that the IQS took a very 
serious view of the qualification, training 
and ethics of its members. At the present 
time, he said, no less than 42 colleges, at 
home and overseas, were running courses 
for the Institute’s examinations. There 
were in addition four postal courses being 
run for the same purpose. 

The toast of the guests was proposed 
by MR. H. T. BURKE, Vice-President, IQS, 
and the response was by MR. HAROLD C. 
SHEARMAN, Chairman of the LCC. 


Lectures on Building Board 

A SERIES of lectures have been arranged 
by the Fibre Building Board Develop- 
ment Organisation Ltd. during the winter. 
Most of the lectures will be held at tech- 
nical colleges and will be illustrated with 
films and slides. Details are available 
from FIDOR, Stafford House, Norfolk- 
street, London, WC2. 
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London County Council 
Scheme for Combining Two Museums 


THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL, at their 
meeting on October 17, was recommended 
to join with the Government, the Cor- 
poration of the City of London and the 
Trustees of the London Museum in a 
scheme for the establishment of a 
museum for London by combining the 
London Museum and the Guildhall 
Museum, 


The London Museum collections were 
removed for safety from Lancaster House 
in 1939, and are at present housed most 
inadequately at Kensington Palace. The 
Trustees and the Treasury (which finances 
the Museum) are most concerned about 
the present inability of the Museum to 
display its collection properly or to play 
its due part in educational work and 
research. The Treasury, moreover, regards 
it as anomalous that the London Museum 
should be the only national museum 
devoted to local interests. 


The Guildhall collection was removed 
from underneath the library to a place of 
safety in 1939. Only a small part of the 


Uneconomic Tendering 
LMBA President’s Warning 


SPEAKING at the Central Area No. 1 lunch 
held at Derry & Toms restaurant, Ken- 
sington, on October 11, the President of 
the London Master Builders’ Association, 
MR. R. F. MANSELL, FIOB, expressed his con- 
cern that, when the present high work 
load decreases, contractors would not 
revert to the uneconomic tendering that 
created such havoc in the industry’s 
organisation following the last credit 
squeeze. His concern, as president, was 
that they should use this period to ensure 
that they were fitted to give the best ser- 
vice of which they were capable. He con- 
tinued: 

‘We must never overlook the fact that 
we are primarily a service industry. The 
public looks to us to serve its needs, and 
our prosperity, individually and collec- 
tively, must equate to the degree in 
which that service is acceptable. There is 
danger that in our introspective concern 
for professional status for ourselves, and 
a rising level of training and remunera- 
tion for our operatives and technicians, 
we may overlook the very reason for our 
existence. 

‘ There has been a deal of talk recently 
and perhaps more particularly since the 
National Federation’s half-yearly meeting 
about the image we present to the general 
public. Let us not be complacent over 
this. It is not a happy one. It is true 
that it may have been an unfair one, and 
that there is much that can be done to 
improve it. In the long run, however, a 
favourable public image can only be res- 
tored to an industry that is worthy of it, 
and we need to realise that our best 
efforts in this direction will spring from 
a knowledge that the service we are com- 
mending is worthy of such a confidence.’ 


collection can now be displayed until new 
premises are provided. 

The capital costs of providing an ade- 
quate building for a combined museum, 
which might be within the City of Lon- 
don, may be about £1,500,000, and annual 
running costs about £125,000. 

Under the scheme the scope of the new 
museums collections will be the history 
and archaeology of London at all periods; 
the management will be in the hands of 
a Board of Governors with equal repre- 
sentation for the participating bodies; and 
the initial capital expenditure and annual 
running costs will be shared equally by 
the three authorities. Legislation will be 
required to give effect to the scheme. A 
name for the new museum has yet to be 
decided. 


Housing and Slum Clearance 


DURING the three months ended June 30, 
1961, 1,157 new dwellings were completed 
by the Council, bringing the total of new 
permanent dwellings since the war to 


Builders’ Benevolence 
Poor Response to Annual Appeal 


THE GENEROSITY of the architect and sur- 
veyor to the annual appeal of the Builders’ 
Clerks’ Benevolent Institution far out- 
weighed that of the builder. This state- 
ment was made by MR. A. RAYMOND MAIS, 
OBE, FIOB, at the 75th annual dinner of 
the Institution held on October 10 at the 
Café Royal, London. 


‘I would like to have thought,’ postu- 
lated Mr. Mais, the Institution’s Presi- 
dent, ‘that all building firms responded 
just as well as our architectural and sur- 
veying friends in the building industry— 
they did not. This lack of response is to 
be regretted.’ 


After paying tribute to the staff and 
the committee, in particular Mr. J. D. 
Long and Mr. S. H. F. Pulley, secretary 
and treasurer respectively, Mr. Mais went 
on to say that the finances of the Institu- 
tion needed careful examination—at the 
moment they were reasonably sound. 
While the industry was experiencing full 
employment and prosperity, now was the 
time to build up its reserves. There was 
a recurring need for support—no chari- 
table body could live long on its re- 
sources. Were it not for the professional 
friends of the Institution, along with mer- 
chants and suppliers, its finances would 
be in poor shape. He was surprised to 
learn that contributions in 1960 were 
under £1,300. 


The toast to the Institution was ably 
proposed by MAJ.-GEN. SIR A. DOUGLAS 
CAMPBELL, KBE, who spoke for a brief 
time on the values of charitable organisa- 
tions. Other speakers included Mr. 
PULLEY, MR. CYRIL SWEETT, FRICS, and 
MR. F. R. LEADSOM, immediate past- 
president. 
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98,974, and conversions and improve- 
ments resulted in 53 modernised dwell- 
ings, bringing the total of such dwellings 
to 1,154. 


Taking into account the rebuilding of 
war-destroyed dwellings, the reinstate- 
ment of war-damaged dwellings, tem- 
porary houses remaining in charge, and 
dwellings resulting from modernisation 
and conversions, the total number of 
post-war homes at June 30, 1961, was 
116,755. 


During the quarter building work 
started on 179 dwellings. Since the war 
13,394 houses have been demolished, 612 
of them during the quarter ended June 30, 
1961 (in addition to 3,400 houses repre- 
sented before the war). 


Royal College of Music 


THE COUNCIL has decided to make a con- 
tribution of £1,000 to the building fund 
of the Royal College of Music on the 
grounds that the college, although opera- 
ting on an international and common- 
wealth scale, makes a significant contri- 
bution to music education in the London 
area. 


House-Bui/ders 
Subjects for Conference Discussion 


THIS YEAR’S House-Builders’ Conference, 
organised by the Federation of Registered 
House-Builders, will take place at the 
Connaught Rooms, London, on Thursday, 
November 2. The object of the confer- 
ence is to give house-builders from all 
over the country an opportunity to dis- 
cuss subjects of interest to the industry. 

The principal matters to be discussed 
on November 2 will include ‘The Land 
Situation,’ including a review of present 
and future needs, densities in towns and 
in ‘the country, the green belt policy in 
practice and appeals procedure. Mr. 
Wyndham Thomas, director of the Town 
and Country Planning Association, will 
introduce this subject and a discussion 
will be initiated by Mr. P. E. Trench, 
OBE, TD, director of the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers. 

At the afternoon session a discussion 
on ‘ House Design and Equipment—From 
the Inside’ will be introduced by Lady 
Georgina Coleridge. Mr. Herbert Ash- 
worth, LLB, BSc, a director of the 
Co-operative Permanent Building Society 
and of the Hallmark Group, will then 
speak on ‘ The Next Five Years’ and Mr. 
C. Douglas Calverley, past president of 
the Federation of Registered House- 
Builders, will start a discussion on this 
forecast of the future of house-building. 

The annual dinner and dance of the 
Federation of Registered House-Builders 
will take place at the May Fair Hotel on 
November 1. Sir Keith Joseph. MP, has 
accepted the Federation’s invitation to be 
its principal guest. 

The president of the Federation of 
Registered House-Builders, Mr. Harold 
Ford, will be in the chair on both these 
occasions. 








Tea Breaks 
The Storm Subsides 


FROM OUR OWN REPRESENTATIVE 
THE TEA BREAK STORM, as forecast in our 
last issue, shows definite signs of abate- 
ment. This is due largely to the agreed 
statement by the operatives’ and em- 
ployers’ sides of the industry put out 
following a meeting in London on Octo- 
ber 10. Present information is that on 
most of the sites the men have gone back 
to work on the basis of the clause in 
the statement (see below) which leaves 
it to the management and operatives on 
each site and in each shop to make their 
own arrangements for refreshment breaks 
as seen against the background that, in 
view of the wages and hours agreement 
that came into operation on October 2, 
it would be against the interests of all 
concerned if the increase in costs were 
not offset to some extent at least by an 
improvement in productivity. 

Trouble has been fostered in Liverpool 
by a misleading statement put out in a 
Sunday newspaper that the employers had 
conceded tea breaks under cover in em- 
ployers’ time. This, it seems, is in direct 
conflict with an agreement signed last 
week by Liverpool employers and opera- 
tives based on the official statement re- 
ferred to above. The confusion thus 
artificially created may possibly further 
delay a resumption of work, and may 
influence the Manchester workers. 

In London, there has been a favour- 
able re-action by the men’s leaders to the 
terms of the National statement, and 
earlier this week about 95 per cent of 
jobs, accounting for about 80 per cent of 
the numbers of men involved, had re- 
turned to work. 


Statement by the Executives of 
NFBTE and NFBTO 


AFTER A FIVE-HOUR MEETING in London on 
October 10 of the Executives of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers and of the National Federation 
of Building Trades Operatives, the follow- 
ing statement on refreshment breaks in 
the industry was issued over the signa- 
tures of Mr. F. Oliver Jayne and Mr. 
Harry Weaver, the Employers’ Secretary 
and the Operatives’ Secretary respectively. 

1. In the negotiations which led up 
to the January settlement of the 
National Joint Council for the Build- 
ing Industry on wages and working 
hours, agreement was reached between 
the Employers and Operatives on the 
need for achieving so far as possible 
in the reduced 42-hour week the same 
level of output as in the 44-hour week. 
Both sides appreciated that it would 
be against the interests of all con- 
cerned in the industry if the increase 
in costs involved in the settlement 
were not offset to some extent at 
least by an improvement in produc- 
tivity. 

2. This was the background to the 
decision to include in the January 
settlement the change in the working 
rule on refreshment breaks. 

3. Under the new rule it is left to 


the management and operatives on 
each site and in each shop to make 
their own arrangements for refresh- 
ment breaks. 

4. It follows that, in the absence 
of an agreed site or shop arrangement 
neither side can claim or enforce 
formal breaks other than the break 
for dinner. It also follows that, 
where arrangements have been 
properly agreed on sites between 
employers and operatives—including 
arrangements for formal breaks for 
tea under the rule—there must be no 
interference from organisations on 
either side to upset them. 

5. On the other hand, where cir- 
cumstances permit and it is agreed at 
the site or shop, the taking of tea need 
not involve a formal break in produc- 
tion. 

6. The interpretation of the revised 
rule has given rise to many misunder- 
standings and there have been stop- 
pages of work. This advice is issued 
to provide a basis for an immediate 
resumption of work on all sites. Any 
further dispute must be referred to 
the joint machinery without stoppages 
of work. 

7. Any outstanding questions of 
interpretation will be dealt with 
through the machinery of the National 
Joint Council for the Building 
Industry. 

8. Finally, the national parties call 
on all concerned to apply this advice 
with the common sense and mutual 
goodwill and forbearance tradition- 
ally associated with the joint relations 
in the Building Industry. 

The National Disputes Commission 
heard several cases on October 11 and 
they were all dealt with on the basis of 
an immediate resumption of work and a 
resumption of site negotiations applying 
the principles contained in the foregoing 
joint statement of the Executives of the 
NFBTE and NFBTO. 
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Downing-street Strike Ends 

THE 400 building operatives employed on 
reconstruction work in Downing-street, 
who have been on strike for a fortnight 
over the’ tea-break issue, returned to 
work on Tuesday morning. A statement 
issued by the employers, John Mowlem 
& Co. Ltd., said that agreement had been 
reached with officers of the NFBTO in 
accordance with the findings of the 
National Joint Emergency Disputes Com- 
mission. Tea will be taken, said the state- 
ment, ‘as near as possible to places of 
work with the minimum loss of produc- 
tion time.’ It is understood that no 
definite time limit has been fixed for the 
tea-break. 


Hull Strike Settled 


THE TEA BREAK STRIKE at Kingston (Archi- 
tectural Craftsmen) Ltd. of Hull is 
settled, and on October 10 nearly 600 
men returned to work. 

The chairman of the firm, MR. LESLIE 
SPOONER, in a comment following his 
meeting with shop stewards on October 
9, said ‘ Terms have been agreed based on 
the findings of the Regional Industrial 
Disputes Committee in Leeds on Friday.’ 
It is believed the men will keep ther 
10-minute tea break in the morning. 
There will be tea in the afternoon, but 
no break, only a pause. 


An Efficient Serving Method 


A SYSTEM of serving tea adopted by E. N. 
Mason & Sons Ltd., a Colchester firm of 
office equipment manufacturers, is 
claimed to have saved a large proportion 
of the 17,000 man-hours lost annually by 
one section alone of the firm. Tea is 
made in a central machine early in the 
morning and transferred to vacuum 
flasks which, with milk, sugar and sand- 
wiches, are delivered to each worker 
before the tea-break starts. By using a 
time-studied route, all workers, number- 
ing about 900, are served by only three 
women, The flasks are supplied by 
Vacco Ltd., and Messrs. Mason (who have 
operated the scheme for over three years) 
have offered to demonstrate the scheme. 


Breach of Contract 
Builder Awarded Costs and Damages Against Developers 


A BUILDING FIRM, which said that after 
it had begun work on a contract its men 
were ordered off the site by a representa- 
tive of the developers, was awarded 
£1,600 damages and costs, in a settled 
action at the Birmingham Assizes last 
week. 

Messrs. Saville Fletcher (Builders), Ltd., 
of Cole Valley-road, Hall Green, Bir- 
mingham, claimed damages for breach of 
contract from Midland Asphaltic Roofing, 
Ltd., of Albert-road, Stechford, and a 
director of that firm, Mr. A. C. Ollis. 
There was a counter-claim alleging breach 
of contract by Messrs. Saville Fletcher. 

Mr. Justice Stable had earlier found 
that there had been a breach of contract 
by Midland Asphaltic Roofing, but he 
did not deal with the question of damages. 

For Saville Fletcher, Mr. N. Escott 


Cox had said that the firm was given a 
contract for road works and 20 houses on 
an estate in Chester-road, Streetly, which 
Midland Asphaltic Roofing was develop- 
ing. It began work in January, 1960, 
and continued until June that year when 
Mr. Ollis ordered its workmen off the 
site. 

Mr. R. J. Toyn, for Midland Asphaltic 
Roofing, had claimed that the builders 
had not been ordered off the site but 
had withdrawn their labour. 

The Judge said he found that Midland 
Asphaltic Roofing had committed an 
absolutely fundamental repudiation of 
the contract and that there had been a 
breach of contract for which there was 
no justification whatever. 

The counter claims was, by agreement, 
withdrawn without order as to costs. 
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New /oB Examination 
Report on the First Candidates 


The reports of the principal examiners on the first examination, held in 
June 1961, under the revised scheme shows that, despite the fact that courses 
had to be provided within a short time of the publication of the syllabuses, 
the pass percentage was 38.59 compared with an average of 40.4 over the 
past few years for the old examination. 171 candidates sat for the final 
part II examination leading to AlIOB—the largest number since the examina- 
tion began in 1927. There were not many candidates for the intermediate 
and final part I examination because most students approaching that stage 
had studied for the old licentiate diploma examination, which will be held 


for the last time in 1962. 


s 


Intermediate Examination 


BUILDING TECHNOLOGY.—{This report also 
covers the subject at the final part I 
examination.) The general standard 
reached by candidates in this subject at 
both examinations was satisfactory but 
the number sitting was small and, there- 
fore, a general comment must be treated 
with reserve, especially as not all ques- 
tions were attempted at the Intermediate 
examination. Candidates expressed them- 
selves lucidly and used discretion in 
illustrating their answers. 

BOOK-KEEPING AND OFFICE ROUTINE.—The 
standard shown was very disappointing, 
and revealed a lack of knowledge of 
elementary book-keeping principles. 
Moreover, in the case of office routine, 
little understanding was shown of its 
purpose or relationship. 

HISTORY OF BUILDING AND STRUCTURE OF 
THE INDUSTRY.—General inferences are 
difficult where there are only two scripts 
under consideration—both of them reach- 
ing a fairly high standard. It may be 
noted that candidates did not choose sub- 
jects entailing both knowledge of facts 
and the marshalling of such facts under 
headings or the working-out of deductions 
from them. They chose instead the most 
obvious subjects where a relatively few 
facts could be embellished by generalised 
observations at some length. 
SCIENCE.—The answers submitted were of 
too general a nature, being good accounts 
such as a well informed layman would 
submit but lacking in technical detail. 
At this stage in his education one expects 
the candidate to possess knowledge of 
fundamental principles and to be able to 
apply them. Apart from one answer to 


the first question, the calculations were . 


not well executed. Candidates should be 
recommended to study such Building 
Research Digests as apply to the Science 
syllabus. 


Final Part | Examination 


QUANTITY SURVEYING.—In the questions 
on ‘ taking-off’ it appeared that although 
the Standard Method of Measurement 
was allowed to be taken into the exami- 
nation room full use was not made of this 
concession. Headings, side notes and 
calculations on waste were rare. The 
order of taking-off in some cases was 
very poor. 

Every candidate chose to answer the 
question on ‘ working-up,’ but either did 
not read and understand the question or 
knew little about the subject. It also 
appeared that the majority of candidates 


were not conversant with the procedure 
for preparing a bill of quantities. Nearly 
all candidates gave their own interpreta- 
{tion of ‘cost planning’ which in the 
majority of cases was wrong. It appeared 
obvious that the reading list set down 
for the examinations was not closely fol- 
lowed. 

ESTIMATING.—Second only to an all- 
round knowledge of building construc- 
tion and output rates, the most important 
attribute of anyone who attempts to price 
a bill of quantities is to have a sound 
orderly method of working and to main- 
tain this method through a series of 
build-ups. Use of the ruled paper pro- 
vided would have helped to eliminate 
such carelessness as: forgetting to add 
overheads and margin; not using an ‘ all- 
in’ rate even after building it up; 
omitting labourers and machine drivers 
from the gang. Although at this exami- 
nation one looks for a knowledge of esti- 
mating, not necessarily at professional 
practice standard, it is essential that the 
candidate: has a knowledge of a good 
‘gang build-up’; knows the approximate 
value of standard build-ups; only prices 
what is required in the item. 


LAW.—The general level of work in this 
paper was not high and it would seem 
that much of the difficulty lies in the 
candidates’.method of preparation. This 
is shown in the question on bankruptcy, 
in which all candidates had obviously 
spent much time and trouble in trying 
to assimilate the bankruptcy provisions 
in the RIBA form of contract without any 
previous inquiry as to the nature and 
legal significance of bankruptcy. The 
candidates’ approach to every legal prob- 
lem seems to begin on the building site 
and then to try to work backwards to 
the basic legal principles involved ; but 
they generally get lost in the details of 
site organisation long before they reach 
their objective. 


ECONOMICS OF INDUSTRY.—Since only 
three candidates offered this subject in 
the first year, the sample is scarcely large 
enough to suggest more than tentative 
conclusions. The economics section of 
the syllabus was less well covered than 
the economic history. Candidates must 
appreciate that both parts of the paper 
are equally important. Wherever pos- 
sible, the historical answers should be 
illustrated by economic principles and 
vice versa. Clearly, the candidates had 
not read the prescribed text books as 
carefully as they ought, or ventured out- 
side them for wider reading. Unlike 
some of the technical subjects, however, 


a proper understanding of a subject of 
this kind can be gained only by exten- 
sive reading. 


Final Part Il Examination 


MANAGEMENT EXERCISE.—The__ exercise 
was well answered in the main. Most 
candidates used the information con- 
tained in the bill of quantities intelli- 
gently in order to furnish a systematic 
and calculated assessment of time periods 
for the work, In the first question most 
candidates failed to explain the reasons 
for their phasing of the work, often due 
to insufficient descriptive notes. Question 
2a was well answered. Most candidates 
obviously spent the bulk of their time 
in substantiating by calculations the 
time periods for key operations. A num- 
ber of candidates showed lack of prac- 
tical experience and although the calcula- 
tions were technically correct, the 
sequence of work plotted on the 
programme appeared illogical. 


MANAGEMENT, PAPER I.—This paper was 
framed so as to reveal candidates’ under- 
standing of the basic principles of 
management and the application of those 
principles to situations likely to arise in 
the building industry. It is understand- 
able that those questions which had a 
practical slant would be attractive to 
candidates but in an examination in 
Management it is not good enough to 
give an answer based entirely upon ex- 
perience and which does not reveal some 
knowledge and understanding of manage- 
ment techniques. 

At this stage in a young man’s career 

his technical knowledge has been ex- 
amined and proved. The need now is to 
relate that knowledge to the field of 
management, by studying situations 
rather than details, by considering how 
people will react to those situations, and 
by integrating practice, experience and 
the study of principles into a true man- 
agerial skill. 
MANAGEMENT PAPER II.—This paper was 
designed to test the candidates’ know- 
ledge of the more practical aspects of 
the syllabus, and in general the questions 
were well understood and completely 
answered. As in paper I, however, most 
candidates provided answers based largely 
on their own experience, and gave little 
evidence of thoughtful inquiry into the 
‘why’ rather than the ‘how’ of the 
problems presented. 

Question 1 was offered as first choice 
by the majority of candidates, but there 
was much evidence of a capacity only to 
provide a factual answer with little theory 
to support it. The work study question 
was attempted by fewer candidates, a 
number of whom however produced full 
and thoughtful answers. It is significant 
that this question could not have been 
answered at all from general experience 
only, which probably accounts for the 
fewer attempts, but the subject had 
obviously not always been studied from 
the point of view of the building industry. 











The first international conference on timber engineering, sponsored by the 


International Timber Engineering Conference 


Summaries of Papers Discussed at Southampton 


Timber Development Association and held at Southampton University from 
September 18 to 23, discussed, among other things, the problems of standardi- 
sation in design of timber roof structures; the selection of timber structural 
forms for certain single cell buildings; and the calculation of stresses in rigid 
joints. We give below brief summaries of some of the papers submitted. 


MR. ZYGMUNT GOLEBIOWSKI, Warsaw Insti- 
tute of Building Techniques, gave a talk 
on the problems of standardisation in 
design of timber roof structures. He dis- 
cussed the decrease in the amount of 
timber available in Poland since the past 
two wars, the large reconstruction pro- 
gramme, and its effect on the economic 
use of timber. ¥ 


The decrease, and the magnitude of 
the post-war reconstruction programme, 
have both resulted in the need for 
careful standardisation of methods to 
achieve the most economic use of timber. 
The latest general specification is 
PN/B-03150, ‘Timber Construction, 
Static Calculations and Design.’ The 
paper describes how this and other, 
related, specifications are being used to 
ensure rational design and efficient con- 
struction of timber structures in Poland. 
Reference is made to materials (timber 
grading, nails, bolts, connectors, rings, 
etc.; steel for tie-rods; glues), permissible 
stresses (classification of structures and 
the appropriate stresses), design rules for 
various structural forms and elements, 
and joints. The work of the Institute of 
Building Techniques at Warsaw is men- 
tioned, and a number of conclusions are 
drawn, among them being the need for 
international standards on certain topics. 


Timber Roofs in India 


A JOINT PAPER was given by six members 
of the Timber Engineering Branch, Forest 
Research Institute, PO New Forest (Dehra 
Dun), UP, India, on the problems and 
solutions of timber roofs in India through 
research, design and demonstration. They 
were MESSRS. N. J. MASANI, research officer, 
A. N. BAJAJ, R. K. GUPTA, S. K. AGARWAL and 
J. P. BAHUGUNA, research assistants, and 
B, SINGH, carpenter. The economical 
aspect of any building material lies in its 
ready availability at reasonable cost. This 
problem is presently being tackled at the 
Forest Research Institute (India) by sug- 
gesting the use of secondary species of 
timber hitherto unused, of short-length 
small dimension stock, and of quick 
growing species, and by adopting eco- 
nomical joint methods. 

The general requirement of India’s 
building programme falls within a span 
range of 3 m. to 12 m. for roof trusses. 
Research, design and erection of these 
trusses in full-scale demonstration struc- 
tures have shown very encouraging results 
for nail-joints which have proved quite 
efficient, adaptable, strong, stiff and eco- 
nomical. A correct choice of species for 
spans between 3 m. to 12 m. according 


to strength data has been evolved for 
rational utilisation of timber. 

Seasoning and preservation of timber 
is a problem facing the country due to the 
limited facilities available for the purpose 
at present. Use of many non-durable and 
non-treatable structural timbers has been 
made possible by the chemical treatment 
of small-dimensioned timbers. 


Canadian Roof Structures 


LAMINATED ROOF STRUCTURES in Canada 
were discussed by the executive vice- 
president of the Canadian Institute of 
Timber Construction, MR. R. F. DEGRACE. 

Conditions for roof construction vary 
greatly throughout Canada. Neverthe- 
less, laminated wood has gained popu- 
larity in all parts of the country. Solid 
shapes of rectangular cross-section are 
most common. Manufacturing processes 
are similar to those in the United States, 
but design practices differ. In Canada, 
strength properties for four grades of 
laminated wood are provided, and the 
choice of several combinations of com- 
ponents permitted by a correlated manu- 
facturing specification is left to the 
laminator. These nationally recognised 
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specifications are co-ordinated with the 
National Building Code of Canada. 
Grades, manufacturing requirements and 
design data are uniform throughout the 
country. 


Precise contro] of manufacturing con- 
ditions is necessary if the completed pro- 
duct is to have the consistent properties 
necessary for safety. A national volun- 
tary quality control system provides for 
uniform requirements and assurance of 
reliability. Experience in Canada has 
demonstrated the importance of such a 
system. 


Rafters in US 


THE DEVELOPMENT of trussed rafters over 
the years is discussed by MR. E. GEORGE 
STERN and MR. EARLE B. NORRIS, in a 
paper on ‘ Trussed Rafters in the USA.’ 
The speakers advocated that no changes 
in design should be made without the 
approval of an experienced engineer. 
Trussed rafters, one of the outstanding 
developments of the last decade in the 
field of building construction, are a 
modern means of supporting the roof as 
well as the ceiling of small and medium- 
size structures in the most economical 
manner. They consist of nominal 2-in. 
lumber, are spaced 2 to 5 ft. on centres, 
and cover spans from 18 to 40 ft. They 
are used in the erection of residential, 
industrial, and agricultural buildings, 
being adaptable to a variety of loading 
and service conditions. Their use has 


THE KUWAIT MUNICIPALITY CENTRE, which is now nearing completion. The building 
consists of a 4-storey central block with a penthouse, flanked by two 3-storey 
wings. The main facades are completely clad in ‘ Wallspan’ aluminium curtain 
walling, manufactured at the Chester works of Williams and Williams Ltd., and 
erected in Kuwait under the supervision of the firm’s technical experts. The total 
value of the curtain walling contract was £100,000. The architect is Sami Abdul 
el Bagi and the main contractors Osman, Ahmad, Osman & Co., of Cairo. A 
German firm are acting as consulting engineers 
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resulted in the introduction of new con- 
struction techniques which allow erection 
of the structure in a minimum of time at 
minimum cost under adverse conditions. 

The development of trussed rafters 
was initiated in the USA with the design 
of split-ring connectored trussed rafters. 
All-nailed and nail-glued trussed rafters 
of ‘W’ and king-post designs were intro- 
duced shortly thereafter. Trussed rafters 
assembled with sheet-metal gusset and 
splice plates are a development of more 
recent date. Use of these plates has 
sesulted in unprecedented mass-produc- 
4on, at a rate of hundreds of trussed 
rafters per day, in special trussed-rafter 
assembly plants. The plate connectors 
include flat plates nailed to both sides 
or inserted into saw kerfs of nominal 
2-in. lumber. They include H-shaped 
sheet-metal connectors which are 
fastened to the lumber with notched nails 
for automatic clinching during driving. 
Among them are toothed plates with pro- 
trusions of a variety of designs, and flat 
plates with a gang of nails punched from 
the plate and forming an integral part of 
the connector to penetrate into the 
lumber. 


Hyperbolic Paraboloid Roofs 


MR. J. H. PESTMAN, in his paper ‘ The 
Development of Hyperbolic Paraboloid 
Timber Shell Roofs in Holland,’ described 
tests by the engineering office of Ooster- 
hoff, Tjebbes and Barends, Arnhem, Hol- 
land, to obtain necessary data for the 
design of timber shell roofs. 

In Holland the development of timber 
shell roofs was started in 1957. Tests 
performed on elements of a shell provided 
data for permissible shear and bending 
stresses and for the calculation of defor- 
mations. A_ wholly-glued hyperbolic 
paraboloid timber shell 4 m. X 4 m. in 
plan was subjected to a slowly increasing 
uniform load until failure. Many measure- 
ments of stresses and deflections were 
made. Stresses and deflections in a sys- 
tem of four hyperbolic paraboloid shells 
were measured for different kinds of 
load. The possibility of manufacturing 
hyperbolic paraboloid shells in parts and 
assembling the parts on the site was 
investigated. — 


Timber Roof Design 


A REVIEW was made in ‘ The Design of 


Timber Shell Roofs,’ of the various 
methods of analysing timber shell roofs. 
The paper was presented by MR. H. TOT- 
TENHAM, consultant and reader in struc- 
tural engineering, Southampton Univer- 
sity. In some cases, such as cylindrical 
shells, the methods of analysis devised 
for concrete shells can be easily modified 
for application to timber shells. In most 
instances, however, this cannot be done 
and approximations must be introduced. 

The approximations which are specific- 
ally made for a timber shell concern the 
elastic properties of the material itself 
and of a thin sheet built up from several 
layers of this material. It is seen that by 
suitably arranging the directions of 
boards in the different layers, it is some- 
times possible to make the shell more 
amenable to analysis than would be the 
case with an isotropic material. 


‘Why Pipes Burst’ 
A New ‘Builder’ Publication 


AFTER the hard winter of 1956 when, 
according to one survey, one-fifth of the 
population of this country suffered in 
some degree from the bursting of pipes 
owing to frost (the cost of repairs being 
estimated at about £2m.), ‘ The Builder’ 
commissioned Mr. Dex Harrison, FRIBA, 
AMTPI, to make an analysis of the prob- 
lems of frost damage and frost precau- 
tions. A revised edition of his booklet, 
‘Why Pipes Burst,’ just issued (4 
Catherine-street, Aldwych, London, 
WC2, price 5s.) brings the subject up to 
date. 

Simply and clearly written, the booklet 
is primarily intended for the layman, 
though the quality of its contents is such 
that it would be found very useful by 
builders and their technical staffs. In 
five chapters entitled Regulations, Codes 
and By-laws; The Physics of Freezing; 
Insulation; Insulating Pipes and Tanks; 
and How to Combat the Expansion of 
Ice, illustrated by numerous technical 
drawings and photographs, Mr. Harrison 
gives a concise but eminently practical 
survey of the whole subject. 

Low standards of construction and 


thermal insulation are the prime cause of 
frost damage, but troubles can be inten- 
sified by the faulty layout of services, and 
Mr. Harrison’s diagrammatic cross-sec- 
tions of good and bad practice make a 
striking and most useful comparison. The 
primary aim, as he says, should be to 
prevent damage by frost from arising, but 
if that aim has been neglected the 
measures at our disposal for making our 
plumbing, heating and drainage systems 
virtually frostproof are described. 

If we could find a material that would 
expand to accommodate the 10 per cent 
of extra volume that water acquires when 
it freezes and then return to its original 
shape after thawing ready for the next 
frost, all our freezing troubles would be 
over. Mr. Harrison records the progress 
that is being made in this direction by 
plastic piping, but it looks as though we 
shall have to wait some time yet for the 
scientists to supply what we want. In 
the meantime, householders and _ ll 
others who wish to protect their proper- 
ties against damage by frost by the avail- 
able means cannot do better than consult 
Mr. Harrison’s admirable booklet. 


Law Report 
Indemnity Clause Upheld in Claim Against Contractors 
Bovis Ltd. v. John Ellis & Sons Ltd. 


A BUILDING CONTRACT indemnity clause 
concerning liability to workmen engaged 
by a sub-contractor was reviewed by Mr. 
Justice Glyn-Jones in the High Court on 
October 4, on a claim by Bovis Ltd., of 
Stanhope Gate, W, against their sub- 
contractors, John Ellis & Sons Ltd., of 
New Walk, Leicester. 

Bovis Ltd., the principal contractors in 
the building of premises in Kilburn High- 
road, NW, sub-contracted with John Ellis 
& Sons, Ltd. to do certain plastering 
work. This work was _ sub-contracted 
again to J. H. Jenner (Plasterers) Ltd., of 
Hammersmith Grove, W, whose em- 
ployee, John Westcott, a _ labourer, 
suffered spinal injuries in a fall at the 
building site. 

An action brought by Westcott against 
Bovis Ltd. and J. H. Jenner (Plasterers), 
Ltd., was settled, defendants agreeing to 
pay £8,000 damages and costs on a 50/50 
basis. 

Bovis Ltd. now claimed that under 
clause 8 of their sub-contract with John 
Ellis & Sons Ltd. they were entitled to 
be indemnified in respect of damages and 
costs payable by them to Westcott. 

MR. JUSTICE GLYN-JONES Said the clause 
provided that ‘the sub-contractor shall 
indemnify Bovis and the employer (mean- 
ing the building owner) and adequately 
insure against all employers’ liability and 
third-party risks arising out of the work, 
and produce on demand the policies of 
such insurances.’ 

Counsel for John Ellis & Sons (Mr. 
G. F. R. Morris, Q.C.) had argued that 
the word ‘risk’ imported into the con- 


tract an element of doubt as to what sort 
of risk the contractor meant. He argued 
that it might be a ‘risk’ arising out of 
alleged negligence by Bovis, or a ‘risk’ 
in consequence of some breach of statu- 
tory duty for which Bovis could not in 
any sense be said to blame, the clause 
being too wide for Bovis to succeed, 

In his lordship’s view there was no 
ambiguity in the condition, which meant 
that the sub-contractor should indemnify 
Bovis and to that end enter into a con- 
tract of insurance against all third-party 
risks, covering claims against Bovis based 
on negligence as well as statutory duty. 

There was no reason for the court to 
resolve a non-existent doubt by applying 
principles of construction. 

The judge declared that Bovis were 
entitled to an indemnity from John Ellis 
and Sons in respect of the amount paid 
by them towards Mr. Westcott’s claim 
and costs, together with costs of the 
present hearing and the costs of defend- 
ing the plantiff’s claim. 





Fire Properties of Wallboards 

A PAMPHLET has been issued by the Com- 
monwealth Experimental Building Station 
in the series ‘Notes on the Science of 
Building,’ entitled ‘Some Fire Aspects of 
the Use of Combustible Wallboards.’ It 
considers the fire properties of com- 
bustible wallboards and the fire implica- 
tions of their use in typical situations. 
It is available, price 9d., from the Build- 
ing Research Liaison Service, PO Box 
2807 AA, Melbourne, Australia. 





Corroded Aluminium Bungalows 
Exchequer to Bear Local Authorities’ Losses 


SOME DETACHED aluminium bungalows 
erected between 1949 and 1951 which are 
suffering from corrosion are to be written 
off over the next 10 or 12 years, and 
studies are being made of the possibility 
of repairing corroded semi-detached alu- 
minium bungalows at an economic cost. 

A circular from the Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government to local autho- 
rities follows an investigation by the 
Ministry and the Building Research 
Station. There are 13,400 of the detached 
bungalows, owned by 173 local authorities 
in England and Wales, and just over 3,000 
semi-detached bungalows owned by 52 
authorities. The detached bungalows, 
which it was expected at the time would 
have a life of 60 years, were a develop- 
ment of the temporary aluminium bunga- 
lows built during the period of acute 
housing shortage immediately after the 
war. 


Of the cause of the trouble the Minis- 
try circular says: ‘ The aluminium alloy 
used in the manufacture of the structural 
members of the bungalows was a high- 
strength, copper-containing variety. Ex- 
perience has shown that this particular 
alloy is liable to a form of laminar cor- 
rosion which, once begun, spreads rapidly 
and ultimately destroys the metal.’ 

A survey showed that nearly all the 
permanent aluminium bungalows are 
affected to some extent by corrosion, and 
a few of the detached type may need to 
be dealt with almost immediately. The 
integral construction of the detached type 
makes replacement of defective structural 
members impossible without dismantling 
the bungalow. Moreover, repairs to mem- 
bers now seen to be corroded would be 
nullified by further corrosion elsewhere. 
After close study of the problem, the 
Building Research Station have concluded 
that remedial treatment to ensure a full 
life of 60 years is impracticable. 


Semi-Detached Bungalow 


The semi-detached bungalow is differ- 
ently constructed. It contains much less 
aluminium and the effect of corrosion is 
less serious. It is comparatively easy in 
this form of structure to uncover and 
replace affected parts by non-corrodible 
materials. Local authorities are advised 
to await further advice from the Minister 
before attempting any repairs. 

Councils who own detached bungalows 
are asked to submit a five-year phased 
programme of demolition of those worst 
affected. Priority in rehousing must be 
given to tenants before there is any 
danger of instability. Temporary alu- 
minium bungalows may also be affected 
by corrosion, and councils are asked to 
plan for early vacation and removal of 
any of these in which corrosion has 
reached an advanced stage. 

The Minister considers that local 
authorities should receive appropriate 
relief from the financial consequences of 
the premature deterioration of aluminium 
bungalows which they erected in expec- 


tation of a 60-year life, and that authori- 
ties generally should not be in a worse 
position than they would have been if 
the bungalows had been regarded as 
temporary in the first place. He is to 
take the earliest opportunity to introduce 
legislation to enable him to relieve local 
authorities of the outstanding capital debt 
on permanent bungalows which have to 
be demolished. This would be cancelled 
by direct repayment from the Exchequer 
to the Public Works Loan Board. 


ADA's Statement 


THE ALUMINIUM DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIA- 
TION have issued a statement commenting 
on the Ministry’s action, some extracts 
from which follow. The Association 
says: After the war the acute housing 
deficiency and the ready availability of 
large tonnages of scrap aluminium alloys 
from crashed aircraft and redundant 
equipment, led the aircraft and alumi- 
nium industries to propose that a pre- 
fabricated bungalow should be designed 
for mass production in aircraft factories. 
This proposal was accepted and a design 
was prepared in accordance with a speci- 
fication drawn up by the Ministries con- 
cerned. An important factor in this 
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specification was the 10-year required life 
of the 50,000 temporary aluminium bun- 
galows for which orders were subse- 
quently placed. Later, there was a further 
order for 15,000 bungalows of substan- 
tially the same construction but with 
modifications such as a single coat of 
paint to structural members to give them 
‘permanent’ life. The paint protection 
proved insufficient. 

The alloy used throughout was known 
as ‘commercial grade aluminium’ or 
‘CGA.’ It was made simply by re-melt- 
ing and fabricating the high-strength 
aluminium alloys used for military air- 
craft. The resulting alloy has a high 
copper content and this gives an intrinsic 
resistance to corrosion very much lower 
than that of aluminium alloys normally 
used for building purposes. A further 
economy was the omission of heat- 
treatment, which improves not only the 
strength of the metal but also its resis- 
tance to corrosion. 

There now exist ranges of British 
Standards and Codes of Practice cover- 
ing aluminium for many building pur- 
poses, and additions to the present series 
are being made. Very large quantities 
of aluminium of the correctly specified 
grades have been applied to buildings 
and structures of all types throughout the 
world. They have achieved outstanding 
success, and the application of aluminium 
to building is rapidly expanding. 


Domestic Electrical Requirements 
Survey Provides Interesting Yardstick 


A REPORT entitled ‘ Electrical Viewpoint,’ 
prepared by the Electrical Association for 
Women, provides a yardstick by which to 
measure the electrical requirements of 
the modern home. ‘It indicates the degree 
of satisfaction with existing domestic 
electrical equipment, suggests improve- 
ments and lines for future development, 
and points to the directions in which elec- 
trical education is most needed. 


The report is the result of a survey 
conducted in 1960 to ascertain the user’s 
point of view and is based on replies re- 
ceived from EAW members throughout 
the country, from members of other 
women’s organisations, and from readers 
of ‘Shoppers Guide.’ All the views ex- 
pressed represent the user’s practical 
experience of the equipment under dis- 
cussion, and the opinions are in the main 
those of established housewives. The 
survey covered electric wiring, cookers, 
refrigerators, kettles, space and water 
heaters, washing machines, clothes dryers, 
irons and vacuum cleaners. In Part I of 
the questionnaire affirmation or dissent 
was requested to a series of questions; 
in Part II general observations and sug- 
gestions were invited. 


While the report is of primary impor- 
tance to manufacturers of electrical and 
other household equipment, some of the 
suggestions, particularly those relating to 
electric wiring and space heating, are of 
interest to architects and builders, be- 
cause they are related to the structure 
and design of the house, and could best 


be implemented when the house is in 
course of erection. In all sections the 
incidence of repairs was low, and the 
trouble-free service of electrical equip- 
ment was particularly noticeable in the 
older appliances. For the newer equip- 
ment there were several complaints about 
unsatisfactory finishes and requests for 
rustless components for interiors and 
exteriors. 

The trends in the choice and use of 
existing equipment and the expectations 
of what will be on tomorrow’s market 
indicate an appreciation of the need for 
better wired homes, and there is an 
understanding of the ring circuit. Over 
two-thirds of those who wanted addi- 
tional wiring would install this system. 
Additional socket outlets and additional 
heating equipment were required particu- 
larly for bedrooms and halls, and there 
is a general recognition of the value of 
whole house heating. 


Multi-Purpose Appliances 


Many of the suggestions for new equip- 
ment include multi-purpose appliances. 
The desire for one appliance which will 
combine a number of functions is actuated 
both by the restrictions of space in the 
modern home which has to accommodate 
a growing number of appliances, and by 
the general belief that electricity can do 
the seemingly impossible in the home. 

Copies of the report are obtainable 
from the Electrical Association for 
Women, 25 Foubert’s-place, London, W1, 
price ls. each. 
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Planning for Traffic 


Municipal Engineers’ Convention 


The Institution of Municipal Engineers held a convention at Central Hall, 
Westminster, on October 5, which was opened by Mr. John Hay, Joint 
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Transport. After an introduction by 
the president, Mr. J. H. Melville Richards, MICE, MIMunE, AMIStructE, 
borough engineer and surveyor, Harrow, four papers were presented, extracts 


from which are given below. 


London’s Traffic Problem 
Paper by J. Rawlinson 


NO-ONE WOULD DENY that the problem 
of London’s traffic is a vast and intract- 
able one. Yet it is of vital and immediate 
importance to the economy of the coun- 
try as a whole that this problem be 
tackled and overcome. It is estimated 
that in 1960 some 14m. persons were 
travelling into the central area each day. 
Of this total, 9 per cent were using 
private transport, 35 per cent surface rail 
services, 39 per cent underground rail- 
way services and 17 per cent bus services. 
Compared with 1951, the use of all forms 
of transport has increased with the excep- 
tion of the bus services. Following the 
decline during the war years, the pre-war 
level of London road traffic was reached 
by about 1953, and is increasing at an 
average rate of 44 per cent a year. This 
compares with the national average of 
about 8 per cent. It is thought that the 
difference is due to the congestion at peak 
periods, the difficulty of parking, and the 
extensive public transport system. 

The traffic consists approximately of 58 
per cent private cars, taxis and motor 
cycles, 27 per cent commercial vehicles, 
74 per cent buses, coaches, etc., and 74 
per cent pedal cycles. The number of 
vehicles which pass through five of the 
busiest intersections per twelve-hour 
day are: Hyde Park-corner 120,180; 
Marble Arch 80,781; Trafalgar-square 
77,289; Parliament-square 68,610; Ken- 
nington-triangle 64,496. 

Parking of cars on the highway is by 
far the greatest single factor of many 
which are responsible for continuing con- 
gestion. There are many miles of road in 
London with a carriageway width of over 
40 ft., but solely because of the parked 
vehicle these provide for only one mov- 
ing lane of traffic in each direction. The 
parking problem will not be solved satis- 
factorily until it is attached to and 
accepted as part of the overall traffic 
problem. 


Urban Motorways 

The present development plan for 
London does not show a system of motor- 
ways, and there are many difficulties in 
the way of including them at present. 
Their cost in the central area might well 
reach a figure of £14m. a mile or more. 
The LCC is already undertaking road 
improvement schemes to the value of 
about £6m. a year, and this is to be in- 
creased to £10m. a year. In preparation 
or under construction are schemes to the 
value of over £90m. The problem which 
has had to be solved is how to spend the 
limited amount of money available to the 
best advantage. 


It is not suggested that motorways have 
no place in the future plan. On the con- 
trary, they are necessary. But it would 
be wise to assess the part which each 
form of transport must play in the ulti- 
mate solution of our traffic problems 
before committing ourselves irrevocably 
to such improvements. It-will be diffi- 
cult for local authorities to construct 
many of these thoroughfares unless the 
Government is prepared to shoulder a 
much bigger proportion of the cost. The 
short term policy of constructing a large 
number of improvements at different 
places to relieve serious traffic conges- 
tion must continue. The long term 
policy, which should overlap the short 
term one as soon as possible, must in- 
clude motorways. The future may see 
a considerable increase in overhead foot- 
ways, but the many difficulties involved 
do not make them a serious contender to 


the traditional footway with subway and 
light-controlled crossings. 


Long Drawn Out Procedure 


On the face of it, a £10m. a year pro- 
gramme is a smallish figure compared 
with the potential capacity of design en- 
gineers and the contracting industry. A 
much larger programme could be coped 
with provided—and this is the crux of 
the problem—that land and property were 
acquired and cleared much more quickly. 
In those places where a new road at sur- 
face level would be too costly or where 
architectural or historic buildings could 
not be demolished underground carriage. 
ways might in some cases be economical. 

It may well be that in a democratic 
country any speeding up of the procedure 
is impossible on the grounds that it would 
cause undue hardship, But it is evident 
that if the Government is determined to 
put into operation quickly urgent 
improvements in urban areas steps will 
have to be taken to expedite the present 
long-drawn-out procedure. 

This country will cease to exist as a 
great nation when we are no longer able 
to support ourselves by trading in world 
markets. An efficient and integrated 
transport system is one of the vital neces- 
sities for our economic survival. 


Planning for Road Traffic in the Counties 
Paper by James Drake and R. A, Kidd 


{T IS ENCOURAGING that the advent of 
motorway construction and the adapta- 
tion of a few of the major trunk roads to 
modern standards indicate some acknow- 
ledgment in Government circles of the 
critical need for action. The question is 
whether what is being done is realistic 
in volume in relation to the size of the 
national problem. It must be acknow- 
ledged that the present highway system 
leaves very much to be desired. This 
results largely from past failure to allo- 
cate funds which bore any realistic rela- 
tionship to the nature of the task. Des- 
pite frequent warnings from authoritative 
bodies and individuals fully alive to the 
situation which was developing, and des- 
pite the present somewhat accelerated 
road programme, the country is still faced 
with a formidable backlog of work. 

The present Government income from 
road vehicle licences, petrol duty, and so 
on, is approximately five times the total 
Government expenditure on roads. An 
examination of past figures and present 
trends clearly indicates the tendency for 
this gap between road user taxation yield 
and Government road expenditure to con- 
tinue to increase. At the current rate of 
expenditure, and with traffic increasing at 
its present rate, it must be envisaged that 
the situation on our roads will continue 
to deteriorate. This is clearly an intoler- 
able state of affairs. 

Our immediate and urgent task is to 
embark upon a boldly conceived pro- 


gramme of works calculated to cope fully 
with the developing situation. The 
programme must make it clear to all that 
this generation is not shirking its respon- 
sibilities, but intends to contribute to the 
future needs and economic wellbeing of 
the nation. 


Up and down the country highway 
authorities are staffed with engineers and 
technicians who are ready and willing to 
set about this task. We have a contract- 
ing industry second to none and fully 
capable of carrying such a programme 
into execution. There is, however, no 
room for vacillation. If the industry is 
to equip itself for the increased tempo 
required, it must, in view of the consider- 
able capital investment involved, be able 
to look forward to a settled period of 
work at the accelerated rate, Once in top 
gear it must stay there. 


Motorways 


The few motorways which have been 
built in Britain have, in the Minister of 
Transport’s own words, shown that for 
heavy volumes of traffic the all-purpose 
road is out of date. It appears to be 
quite obvious that all important roads 
will have to be built as motorways or to 
motorway standards. Those so far com- 
pleted have not only silenced the critics 
who cast doubts on their accident-saving 
potentiality—they have also. clearly 
demonstrated that highway engineers can 
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build motorways which are pleasing in 
appearance and which do not detract in 
any way from the amenities of the areas 
through which they pass. A wider central 
verge would improve appearances as 
would bridge designs selected to blend 
with their surroundings. 

In the past, highway authorities have 
been badly handicapped by the uncer- 
sainty of Government policy on roads. 
They have been only too ready to submit 
schemes and programmes. For example, 
since 1955 two programmes have been 
submitted at the request of the Ministry 
of Transport: 1955-56 to 1959-60 and 
1962-66. These requests raised the hope 
that at long last we could plan ahead— 
for four years, at any rate. Unfortunately, 
the first programme came virtually to 
nought and the likelihood of the second 
being implemented to any degree seems 
doubtful, to say the least. All the pro- 
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grammes which have been prepared have is a thing of great beauty. It can easily 


been largely a waste of time. They have 
resulted only in abortive effort on the 
part of the staffs of highway authorities 
and the generation of an even more acute 
sense of frustration. This sense must con- 
tinue to prevail until in Government 
circles there is a realisation of the enor- 
mity of the problem. 

Unless swift and drastic action is taken 
now, our road communications will cease 
to function. We venture to suggest that 
it is high time a very substantial increase 
in funds was allocated to them. The 
terrible toll of human life increases every 
year. Surely, even apart from the dis- 
astrous effect on our economic life of 
crowding more and more vehicles on tc 
our outdated roads, we have not reached 
such an apathetic state that we can ignore 
any longer the misery and suffering 
caused by these accidents? 


Planning for Traffic in the Provincial City 
Paper by S. G. Wardley 


PLANNING FOR TRAFFIC in the provincial 
city is a far-ranging and formidable sub- 
ject. A town or a city is a vital organism. 
It has a personality and, like all person- 
alities, does not respond to some ‘ reach- 
me-down’ theories to solve its problems. 
Fundamentally, it is communications 
which make a town. The great advances 
in means of transportation make for a 
wider choice of site for its successful 
growth. It is this unconscious knowledge 
that even the most inaccessible place can 
by some means be reached and its trans- 
portation needs be met which causes 
some exponents of town planning to over- 
look the fact that the successful growth 
of a town depends basically upon the 
quality of its communications with other 
towns or countries abroad. The very 
problem which road traffic creates in 
towns and which is continually being 
represented as the bogy of this twentieth 
century is the measure of the success of 
a town as a thriving, living organism. 
The spotlight, for example, is trained 
on a relatively minor detail in a stupend- 
ous traffic network such as Piccadilly. 
The problem could be solved both func- 
tionally and aesthetically if the property 
in the vicinity were in the ownership of 
the local authority, and they were pre- 
pared to carry out a drastic surgical 
operation of demolition and subsequent 
rebuilding. The problem is not traffic 
congestion, but inflated property values. 


Discipline on Roads 


Are we going to accept mechanical 
vehicles on our town roads with the con- 
venience of door to door transport and, 
if so, on what terms? The fundamental 
problem is not the fact that at some times 
during the day traffic is so thick on the 
ground that the speed of movement is 
reduced to a few miles per hour. That 
perhaps is a good thing, for it is the 
shocking loss of life and personal injury, 
most of which could be avoided if all 
classes of motor vehicles were in com- 
petent and considerate hands, which is 
the real obstacle. 


It would seem that some people are 
blind to this issue. There are those who 
would blame what they claim to be 
lack of landscaping as a reason for the 
motorist going to sleep at the wheel on 
the modern motorway. Does the express 
train driver go to sleep through lack of 
landscaping, or would the pilot of an air 
liner who went to sleep be tolerated? 
Clearly, if we are to continue to live with 
mechanical transport on the roads of pro- 
vincial towns, the same standard of com- 
petence and physical fitness to drive must 
be required of the driver of the motor 
vehicle as is required of those who carry 
the lives of passengers in their hands. 


Towns have an attraction which arises 
from a host of different reasons. To many 
people, consciously or unconsciously, its 
streets and buildings have an aesthetic 
appeal. A fine street line with a facade 
of buildings of quality, terminated with 
a vista of equally attractive appearance, 


be destroyed by introducing objects or 
structures which interrupt the view. 

When advocates of pedestrian segre- 
gation suggest footways and foot bridges 
across the streets at first floor level they 
are in danger of destroying one of the 
fundamental qualities of a great town 
or city. Road junctions in a town—espe- 
cially in a city centre—are not only a 
source of danger to the pedestrian, but 
the pedestrian also causes an interruption 
in the flow of traffic. Whether or not the 
alternative to crossing the carriageways 
is an overbridge or a subway, experience 
so far shows that the pedestrian will only 
use the alternative with reluctance. The 
subway has much to commend it, how- 
ever, especially if approached by ramps 
rather than steps. 


Co-ordination 


Roads must figure prominently in this 
day of mechanised road transport, but 
rail traffic co-ordinated with road trans- 
port is an important factor in solving the 
problem of rational and safe road usage. 
Heliports and aerodromes for civil air 
travel must also figure in the planning 
for traffic in a provincial town. Above 
all, however, a street pattern must be 
associated with the building develop- 
ments it is to serve. 

Those who voice the opinion that the 
congestion caused by the ever-increasing 
volume of motor vehicles coming on to 
the roads is making for disaster and a 
complete standstill in the country’s towns 
and cities do little service to the public 
in solving the problem. Until recently, 
practically nothing has been done to pro- 
vide adequate roads for the last 30 years. 
Money has not been forthcoming to deal 
with the situation. It is, therefore, not 
surprising that we are faced with our 
present-day problems. Mankind has 
grappled with his problems of town 
development and traffic in the past and 
will do so in the future. The pity is 
that he often waits so long to catch up 
with his arrears. 


Planning for Traffic—Road and Rail 
Paper by C. W. King 


THE POSITION OF RAILWAYS in national 
transport has changed radically since 
their early days. Door to door convey- 
ance, especially when associated with 
short distance travel for both passengers 
and freight, has obvious advantages. 
There are savings in time and immediate 
cost when passengers or freight can be 
conveyed for the whole journey in the 
same vehicle without change or transfer, 
and when the journey can start and finish 
at times which suit individual con- 
venience. At normal times, the railways 
find it difficult in such circumstances to 
compete with motor vehicles. This is par- 
ticularly so with family journeys for 
which there are the added advantages of 
being able to ‘loose-pack’ the boot of 
the car and to adjust starting and running 
schedules at will. 

In planning for the future, the railways 
have to recognise these factors. But they 
consider they can offer outstanding 


advantages for longer journeys and, in 
times of highly congested road travel, 
for short distances as well. Average 
speeds are higher, there is greater safety, 
better amenities and larger capacity for 
moving people and heavy loads. If it were 
feasible to contemplate abandoning the 
dense suburban routes and the numerous 
long main track lines of the railway sys- 
tem, a vast amount of money would have 
to be spent in providing an expanded 
road system to carry the present volume 
of traffic, without regard to future growth. 


Modernisation 


The railways are being modernised— 
£1,660m. may be spent in improving 
track, modernising motive power and 
rolling stock, providing new marshalling 
yards and reconstructing stations. When 
they have been re-equipped, they will be 
ready to fulfil the role in the nation’s 





ESSE 


wT Bememeeww or™m™* 


ng 
id 


ng 
en 
be 
1's 








THE BUILDER October 20 1961 


transport system which they can claim 
they can do best. If full advantage is 
taken of their improved efficiency and 
increased capacity, they will carry more 
traffic. This should relieve pressure on 
existing roads and avoid the need for 
some of the additional roadways which 
would seem to be required if road traffic 
continues to increase as it has been doing 
in recent years. This could result in free- 
ing capital and resources for accelerating 
road works in built-up areas. 

The aim as far as freight is concerned 
will be to carry it throughout to a large 
extent in containers with suitable appli- 
ances for quick handling at terminals. 
For passengers, main line train services 
could well be coupled with greatly 
expanded car hire facilities, and in any 
case must be linked to much larger car 
parking spaces. There would also seem 
to be scope for expansion of the present 
‘car sleeper’ and ‘car carrier’ services, 
which save passengers the strain of 
travelling long distances by road. 


Channel Tunnel 


It could be that as the future map of 
the system takes shape it will be con- 
sidered possible and worthwhile to allo- 
cate a north to south and an east to west 
route for the conveyance of frequent and 


high speed freight trains, with up-to-date 
transfer stations as terminals, having ade- 
quate handling facilities, and so situated 
that the traffic on to and off the rail 
wagons may merge smoothly with road 
traffic and flow easily to its final destina- 
tion. These proposals are very much in 
line with those recommended for a 
Channel Tunnel by the Study Group. In 
that project, terminal stations are to be 
built on each side of the Channel near the 
tunnel portals. At these stations, apart 
from through passenger trains, road 
vehicles of every type will be accepted 
and loaded very quickly on to rail wagons 
and passed through the tunnel on fre- 
quent trains travelling at high speed. 

It will be in the national interest for 
there to be the maximum possible co- 
ordination of future planning for both 
roads and railways. This will ensure that 
the limited capital available is spent in 
the most worthwhile directions and, hav- 
ing been spent, that the-country reaps 
the maximum benefits. The essence of 
such co-ordination would be a national 
plan. However distasteful it must seem 
to those who feel that the great British 
public ought to be allowed for ever to 
do exactly as it likes, it would also require 
—to be successful ultimately—some 
measure of national traffic regulation. 


The Right to Demolish 


Control Under Local Authorities 


BY K. T. JOLLEY, MRSH 


WITH THE STEADY INCREASE in building 
land values, and the difficulty in acquiring 
planning permission to build on virgin 
soil, the utilisation of ground already 
supporting buildings is becoming more 
essential. This means the demolition of 
obsolete structures before the new build- 
ings can rise, and the Public Health Act 
1961 (which becomes operative on 
October 3, 1961), brings the control of 
demolition completely under local 
authorities. 

Before this Act becomes law, the only 
control of demolitions is under the 
Housing Act, 1957, for the removal of 
properties officially condemned. Indi- 
vidual demolition orders made under 
section 17 of this Act can only deal with 
houses and no other type of buildings. 
Owners are instructed to demolish the 
house within a specified period. How and 
when it is removed is under no control, 
and although the clearing of the site is 
assumed to be part of the act of demoli- 
tion, this cannot be enforced under 
section 17 of the Act. 

Other buildings, apart from houses, 
cannot be enforceably demolished unless 
in a Clearance Area. Even structures 
which are dangerous cannot be officially 
pulled down. The owner is given the 
choice to make safe or remove whichever 
is to his advantage. 

Section 21 of the Public Health Act 
1961 extends the powers of section 58 
of the Public Health Act 1936, dealing 
with dangerous or dilapidated buildings 
and structures. Whereas before the local 
authority could only take action against 
the owner of a structure which was (in 


their opinion) dangerous to persons in 
the building, or any adjoining building, 
this is now extended to buildings dan- 
gerous to persons in the street. Whether 
the structure should be repaired or 
demolished is still at the discretion of 
the owner. 

In accordance with section 26 of the 
new Act, no person can undertake the 
demolition of any building (internal 
removal works and buildings under 1,750 
cubic feet or agricultural buildings are 
exempt), unless he has given the local 
authority notice, specifying the building 
and works involved. If the demolition is 
the result of action by the local council, 
then such notification need not be given. 

On being informed by the person 
responsible of his intention to pull down 
a building, the local authority may, within 
six weeks, serve a notice on the person 
undertaking the demolition, requiring him 
to take action under all, or any of the 
following provisions: 


(a) Shore up or weatherproof any 
adjacent buildings affected by the 
demolition. 

(b) Clear the site completely of 
material and rubbish. 

(c) Disconnect, seal or remove any 
sewer, drain or waterpipe in or under 
the building demolished, and make 
good the greund disturbed. 

If the person responsible for demoli- 
tion has to deal with any sewer, drain or 
water-pipe in any way, then he must give 
the local authority 48 hours’ notice; 
before making good the ground disturbed 
he must give the council a further 24 
hours’ notice. 
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Builders undertaking works of demoli- 
tion must now bear in mind when estimat- 
ing the cost of such works: 


(1) Are the owners of adjoining 
buildings entitled to support of their 
buildings ? 

(2) Are such owners entitled to 
weatherproofing of their buildings ? 


Cost of weatherproofing could prove 
very expensive in such cases, and the only 
way in which estimators can avoid sub- 
sequent claims is by complying with the 
new act, and notifying the local authority 
of intended demolition works. 

Under existing law, the owner of a 
building is entitled to support of his 
property by an adjoining structure if it 
was originally constructed to depend on 
another building for support. Should 
one of the buildings be removed then 
the person responsible for such removal 
must replace the support that has been 
taken away. 

In the case of weatherproofing, until 
this new Act becomes law, there is no 
entitlement by the owner of a building 
to weatherproofing of surfaces exposed 
by the removal of the structure next door. 
Therefore, the only legal demand for 
weatherproofing an adjoining building will 
be in a notice issued by the local authority 
under the section 26 already described. 
This is subsequent to notification of a 
person’s intention to demolish. Should 
no such notice be received from the 
council within the six week period speci- 
fied, or, if such a notice is received but 
does not include an item on weatherproof- 
ing, then, there can be no subsequent 
claim for such works from the owners of 
adjoining buildings. 


Provision for Appeal 


There is, of course, an appeal against 
a notice under section 26 of this Act if 
the person on whom such a notice is 
served feels that adjoining premises are 
not entitled to weatherproofing or sup- 
port, but it may save considerable time 
and expense if the builder about to 
embark on demolition discusses these 
points with the responsible officer of the 
local council. 

Regarding rubbish from the collapse or 
demolition of a building which has taken 
place before the new Act becomes law, 
this may be dealt with independently by 
a notice under section 24 of the Act 
under consideration. It is an attempt to 
clear up derelict building sites which have 
been neglected and are seriously detri- 
mental to the amenities of the neighbour- 
hood. 

With the introduction of this new legis- 
lation, all houses are now controlled from 
beginning to end, They must be built 
according to local by-laws in a position 
agreed by the planning authority. Dur- 
ing their occupation they must be main- 
tained in a good state of repair and any 
modifications approved. When their useful 
life is finished then removal must be to 
the satisfaction of the law. The old say- 
ing ‘An Englishman’s home is his castle’ 
should be amended by adding: ‘as long 
as it complies with the Public Health, 
Housing and Town Planning Acts!’ 
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Great Britain and the Common Market 
A Short Resume of the Present Situation 


In a talk to members of the Reinforced Concrete Association at the Carlton 
Tower Hotel, London, SW, on September 27, Commander Kenneth Cohen, 
CB, CMG, RN, European adviser to the United Steel Companies, gave a 
short resume of the present situation, preceded by a brief account of events 
leading up to the formation of the European Economic Community (the 


Common Market) and the European Free Trade Area. 


He also referred to 


a number of sectors of economic life which would be affected by the treaties, 
such as right of establishment, labour and restrictive practices. Extracts 
from Commander Cohen's talk are given below. : 


THE FIRST ESSAY in creating a Common 
Market goes back to the early post-war 
years, but was limited to coal and steel. 
The six countries concerned (Germany, 
France, Italy, Belgium, Holland and 
Luxembourg) formed the Coal and Steel 
Community with a high authority, govern- 
ing its activities, at Luxembourg. There 
is no doubt the chief protagonists of this 
experiment—MM. Schuman and Monet— 
had already a good deal more than econo- 
mic federation in view and were looking 
forward to the eventual setting up of 
some sort of United States of Europe. 

There is no time or purpose here in 
entering into the checkered history of 
Europe which followed this treaty and of 
the reasons for Britain’s abstention, but 
in 1957 the Rome Treaty was signed 
creating a similar Common Market for 
all commodities other than coal and steel, 
and creating a secondary body known as 
Euratom, which would deal in a rather 
analagous way with the problem of 
nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. On 
January 1, 1959, the first reduction (of 
10 per cent) in the trade barriers between 
the six countries was effected. The 
creation of such a body containing some 
170m, potential customers with a high 
average standard of living cut drastically 
across British conceptions of multi-lateral 
trading. Adhesion would have involved 
drastic alterations in our traditional 
arrangements with the Commonwealth. 
As you well know, various expedients 
were attempted to square this particular 
circle, but they finally broke down at the 
end of 1958 in conditions of little con- 
cealed mutual disapprobation. 


The Treaty of Stockholm 


By November, 1959, under the leader- 
ship of the United Kingdom, the Treaty 
of Stockholm was signed in which the 
Seven (Great Britain, Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, Switzerland, Austria and Portu- 
gal) formed a rather heterogeneous col- 
lection of countries, adhering to a Free 
Trade Area. A Free Trade Area is de- 
fined as a group of states who have under- 
taken to remove all (or most) trading 
barriers between them, but do not aim at 
setting up a common external tariff. Little 
central direction is involved. Such an 
arrangement has the advantage or dis- 
advantage (depending on your point of 
view) of allowing each country to retain 
its own external tariffs and, to a large 
extent, its individual commercial policy. 
This, of course, fitted in well with 
Britain’s Commonwealth preferences 
(which could be left untouched). 


Up to date both groups have gone 
ahead with their reductions, and in the 
case of the European Economic Com- 
munity (the Common Market) these are 
now down by 30 per cent and will prob- 
ably be down by 40 per cent or possibly 
even 50 per cent at the end of the year. 
The Free Trade Area has also reduced 
its tariffs by 30 per cent, but may find 
some difficulty in keeping up the pace. 
The Common Market countries in addi- 
tion have moved a third of the way to- 
wards establishing a common-tariff 
around their six countries. Quotas in 
any case are well on their way out, 
although this does not, of course, neces- 
sarily mean that in some cases other prac- 
tices are not restricting the free flow of 
goods. Until the Prime Minister’s recent 
announcement that this country will now 
endeavour to negotiate its entry into the 
Common Market, no major step had been 
taken to bridge the gap between the two 
groups. As it has been put, both groups 
were therefore marching smartly in step, 
but in the opposite direction! 


The Premier’s Announcement 

The situation, of course, has been 
dramatically changed by the Prime 
Minister’s announcement in August that 
Great Britain proposed to apply for entry 
into the Common Market providing she 
could obtain what appeared (here) to be 
reasonable conditions to cover issues such 
as Commonwealth preference, the system 
of support given to British agriculture, 
and our obligations to our partners of the 
Seven. Many influences have doubtless 
led to the taking of this new step, which 
we have apparently shrunk from hitherto. 
Among these could be included probably 
a greater realisation here of the political 
issues involved and of the dangers of 
isolation. 

The economic statistics of the Six are 
impressive. These countries between 
1953 and 1960 have advanced their gross 
national products from an index of 100 
to 171 and a great part of the spurt has 
taken place since the formation of the 
Common Market (which is, of course, no 
proof that its advent is the primary 
cause). For this period the British figure 
has only advanced to 128 and progress 
among the Seven has only been slightly 
greater. Between 1955 and 1960 our 
exports to the Commonwealth have de- 
clined from a percentage of 48 to 41 
of our total, whilst those to the Six have 
increased from 12.6 to 14.5 and this trend 
shows every sign of continuing. 

Turning to the Common Market where 


a potential 170m. consumers await us the 
relevant tariffs are at present as follows: 
Cement—ranging from 11.2 per cent in 
Italy to 2.1 per cent in the Benelux coun- 
tries; bricks—10 per cent; tiles—15 per 
cent; and steel—7 to 8 per cent. If we 
come in, these barriers would, of course, 
all be removed either directly or by steps. 
The changes involved would not be very 
dramatic. 

I might here also take the opportunity 
of dealing with ‘dumping.’ During a 
transitional period the Treaty provides 
for a body which would deal with com- 
plaints and subsequently if necessary 
authorise protective action by the member 
state concerned. Eventually, when the 
barriers have been completely removed 
each country would have the right to 
return the offending goods unimpeded to 
the country of origin. 


Right of Establishment 


By 1963 large contracts are to be open 
to tenders from all members of the Six, 
although it is realised that smaller pro- 
jects must inevitably remain influenced 
by local conditions. Firms after 1963 
would automatically have a right to set 
up subsidiaries anywhere in the com- 
munity and there is certainly no reason 
why we might not ultimately find our- 
selves tendering for some major contract, 
say a bridge, in Italy. Having only last 
week savoured of their recent achieve- 
ments along the Autostrade di Sole this 
might be a tempting bait. 

By 1965 it is claimed that the main bulk 
of industry will havé been brought into 
line, and by 1967 the more knotty prob- 
lem of the free interchange of professional 
services will, in theory at any rate, also 
have been tackled. It is realised that for 
a long time to come there will be excep- 
tions to these rules, but it is hoped that 
these will be markedly reduced as the 
Treaty approaches its final phase. Great 
Britain, whose rules and practices are 
liberal, should tend to gain by these 
developments. 

There is certainly no sign of an inrush 
of foreign labour, but it is planned that 
the gates within the community should 
be gradually opened. The first step will 
be that if a vacancy in a member state 
has not been filled within three weeks, 
the employers concerned will have the 
right to apply for labour from other mem- 
ber states. Immediate application to 
another state can only be made on the 
basis of a named individual. After a 
qualifying period the ‘ foreigner’ working 
in another country within the Community 
will have the right of regular renewal and 
after four years this right will become 
permanent. In fact a sort of ‘second 
priority’ for foreign labour will have 
been established, which is, of course, not 
the same as equality. 

The Treaty also aims at the gradual 
establishment of equal pay for men and 
women and the harmonisation of the 
social services. These processes are 
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likely to be gradual, a fact which has 
already been amply demonstrated during 
the life of the coal and steel community. 
Discussions concerning the introduction 
of a 40-hour week are only in the 
exploratory stage. 

The question of restrictive practices is 
a very complex subject because the rele- 
vant legislation (or its absence) varies 
considerably among the member states of 
the Six and is different again in this 
country. All that I can say at this stage 
is that an attempt to harmonise the 
various national procedures is being 
undertaken by the European Commission 
and is being watched closely by outside 
observers, such as the Federation of 
British Industries. If we ‘ come in,’ there 
is no doubt that our practices will be in 
some way affected, but not necessarily to 
our disadvantage. Perhaps the most un- 
satisfactory element in the situation is 
the uncertainty which these new factors 
are causing. Generally speaking, it might 
be said that the Treaty as it is being 
applied today favours rationalisation and 
mergers (which are already taking part 
amongst the Six in a significant manner), 
but that its interpreters will endeavour 
to prohibit or limit the more blatant 
forms of market sharing. How effective 
this opposition will prove remains to be 
seen. 


Transport 


It has been always recognised by the 
‘Europeans’ that national systems of 
transport are in a position radically to 
favour their own goods to the disadvan- 
tage of their neighbours. This, of course, 


conflicts with the whole philosophy of 
the community. The Treaty is reticent 
on this subject and has left the remedies 
largely in the hands of the European insti- 
tutions which have now been created. 


Standards 


The Six are studying this problem, the 
Seven have already been asked to co- 
operate and I understand that a little 
advance has been made particularly with 
regard to the electrical industry. Gener- 
ally speaking, however, the policy has 
been to avoid any specialisation amongst 
the Six and rather to leave matters as far 
as possible to the International Standards 
Organisation (ISO), taking account of 
manufacturers’ agreements which, of 
course, cover many aspects of the build- 
ing and allied trades. Further informa- 
tion on this subject is readily available at 
the British Standards Institution. 

Any attempt to assess the effect of 
those developments, before the negotia- 
tions for British entry have even begun 
and before we have any clear idea of what 
derogations in the Rome Treaty as it 
stands today can be obtained for this 
country, must be precarious and without 
factual basis. It seems possible, how- 
ever, that the eventual protocols which 
would cover this country’s entry might 
include for a number of important sec- 
tions of industry, provisions for the estab- 
lishment of a transitional period. In 
other words there is prebably the best 
part of a year of hard negotiations and 
after that a period of perhaps two or three 
years before the full impact of joining the 
Common Market will be felt. 


Programming of Urban Renewal 
Special Agency Suggested 


THE POSSIBILITY that an agency might be 
set up to programme the work of urban 
renewal was referred to by a chartered 
surveyor at the conference in London on 
October 4 of the Industrial Welfare 
Society. 

MR. N. W. BOWIE, FRICS, speaking about 
investment in property, said there was 
little doubt that this decade would wit- 
ness the continuation of a large volume 
of property development. ‘ Urban renewal 
is starting slowly but there is much to be 
done. Everyone is aware of these sordid 
areas around our towns sprawling over 
acre after acre—a relic of the Victorian 
industrial expansion.’ 

Town centre schemes were ‘merely a 
scratching at the problem’ and the time 
might well come when some agency was 
set up to programme the work. This 
would present an opportunity for private 
funds to join hands with the authorities 
in redevelopment. 

Mr. Bowie listed these reasons for the 
continuation of a high rate of property 
development during this decade: 


(1) The urgent need for an urban 
renewal programme to replace the 
worn-out centres of many of our towns 
and cities. The necessity to clear away 
and replan the so-called blighted and 
twilight areas around the large older 
centres of population where industry, 


commerce and people lived in a con- 
fused mixture detrimental to health 
and efficiency. 
(2) The high rate of family forma- 
tions and the attainment in the late 
1960s by the post-war birth bulge of 
their marrying age, with consequent 
additional demand on housing, ser- 
vices and trade. 
(3) The continual necessity of 
replacing the national stock of build- 
ings of all classes, not only because of 
obsolescence due to age but to meet 
current methods of production and 
retailing. 
(4) The increasing standard of 
living, and the increasing volume of 
production of goods and services, all 
of which necessitated the provision 
of new space. 
(5) The impact of the motor vehicle 
and aeroplane on our economy and 
the community’s social life. 
Political Developments 

Mr. Bowie was optimistic when ques- 
tioned about the risk of adverse political 
developments affecting property invest- 
ment. He said: ‘I do not think, because 
of the vast investment and building pro- 
gramme this country has got to face up 
to in the next ten years, that there can 
be rigid political barriers introduced to 
prohibit private funds going into property. 
There must be every encouragement for 
private funds going into it.’ 
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Effects of Public Health 
Act, 1961 


Minister’s Circular to Local 
Authorities 


MR. HENRY BROOKE, as Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, has drawn the 
attention* of local authorities in England 
and Wales to various provisions con- 
tained in the Public Health Act, 1961. 
Among these provisions are power for 
him to make building regulations, new 
local authority powers over trade effluents 
and the incorporation in the general law 
of various provisions included in some 
private Acts promoted by local authori- 
ties. The Ministry of Health is to issue 
a separate circular on the sections of the 
Act which are concerned with the pre- 
vention and notification of disease. 

Mr. Brooke has told local authorities 
that it will be some time before building 
regulations which, except in the admini- 
strative County°of London, will apply to 
the whole of England and Wales and re- 
place existing local authority by-laws, 
can be laid before Parliament and before 
a date can be appointed to bring them 
into force. For the present, building by- 
laws will continue. 


Charges for Trade Effluents 


The provisions about trade effluents 
extend the powers of local authorities to 
make charges for such effluents and to 
attach conditions, or vary existing condi- 
tiens, to their consent for discharges of 
trade effluents. They extend the defini- 
tion of trade effluent to include effluents 
from land or premises used for agricul- 
tural or horticultural purposes or for 
scientific research or experiment. 

The Minister draws local authorities’ 
attention to representations made to him 
during the Act’s progress through Parlia- 
ment. There has been a strong plea, says 
the circular, that local authorities ought 
to make known the basis on which 
charges for trade effluents are calculated. 
It continues: ‘ The Minister realises that 
in a number of cases local authorities are 
content with a charge which approxi- 
mates to or is even less than the cost of 
treating ordinary domestic effluent and 
that in these instances there may be 
little need for detailed explanation. 
Where, however, they are making a 
special charge, for an effluent which is 
difficult to treat, it seems right that they 
should make their calculations known as 
plainly as they can to the trader.’ By so 
doing the authorities may well avoid un- 
necessary appeals to the Minister against 
the charges they have fixed. 

The miscellaneous measures, which 
have appeared in private Acts and are 
now incorporated in the general law, are 
referred to in the final section of the 
circular. 

The Act, with the exception of the part 
dealing with building regulations and a 
section on the use of cleansing vehicles 
on footways, came into force on October 
3. Except for one minor provision the 
Act does not apply to London. 

* Circular 46/61. Public Health Act, 1961. 
HM Stationery Office. Price 6d. 












HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. It is recommended that 
the prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers 
and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices 

for Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, 

Holborn and St. Pancras. 
Pit Ballast —_ sak cee ee 
Pit Sand we oe ar | ee ee eee & 
Washed Sand ee ee eee en 

in. Shingle .. , on. wr. on (Seka a 

in. Broken Brick << =< a a on a 

an Breeze ... . 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 


CEMENT, etc. 

Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifi- 
cation delivered Charing Cross area. 
8-ton loads and upwards, site on 
Below 8 tons down to 4 tons, site coe! eon mi 
Below 4 tons down to 2 tons, site ie) ae re 
Below 2 tons down to | ton, site ... cs 

Rapid-Hardening Cement in 8-ton loads and 
upwards to site. ‘ o = 
Below 8 tons down to 4 tons, ‘site. ate ee 
Below 4 tons down to 2 tons, site “—. sn ae 
Below 2 tons down to | ton, site ... sit ao 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 
ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colocrete in 8-ton lots _ “ 8 

Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 313s. 3d. to dee 3. al ton. 

White Portland Cement . ; 

Under | ton ... 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 8- ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 13s.3d. to £14 8s.3d. 
(i-ton loads and upwards). 

Ciment Fondu and Lightning sane High Alum- 


(ON etait tl oct 
SACHAWWUY 
COMMON 


per ton 


NAIAD DARAUM 
- 
aes 
a 
SADND CoCce: 


14 0 


3 
ow 


. per cwt. 


per ton 7 8 6 


inous cement, 6-tonlotsandup . 15 14 6 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads ‘at Railway 

Depot, London o 619 0 
Stour ridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads (London sites) oe 712 0 
Moler Mortar Powder = vee as eens 

sites) ia percwt. 1 6 O 
BRICKS 
Full Loads es @& 
First Hard Stocks ... «+» eee ane per 1,000 16 19 6 
Second Hard Stocks an ~- >a jen ae a 1418 6 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) ete ae | ame ae pe 11 5 O 
Mild Stocks ... wes a 11 0 O 
All loaded free into lorry at ‘the “works. The 

question of haulage is still very difficult and 

prices must be obtained from job to job. 
2 in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 

district : 

Commons ... site - ole ‘ii a - 610 0 

Cellular Commons... wee eee aes ee 610 0 

i ea ee ae re 612 0 

Rustics_... re Oe » 812 0 

Cellular Rustics - . a he Ae 000 me 812 0 

Single Bullnose Commons a eS pe 8 14 6 

Sandfaced . ‘ ae i an eee i 912 0 

Se ee eee t 10 7 0 

Saxons " a eae ea ape. oe i 10 15 0 

Golden Buffs _ ... a ae a ma © 

Dapple Light Facings ... i aie a ee vs , a 

Heather Facings re re ms Ss © 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London sites) “eee a 34 0 6 

do. Bullnose (London sites) —— a 3419 6 

Blue Wire Cuts (London sites) — se “ee es 29 19 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) eee eee a 11 16 6 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) ~” 12 3 6 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) % 2 28 
Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks : 

24 in. (London sites) ... ii ‘a = — - 33 6 9 

3 in. (London sites) ... neal sed ee = si 40 0 0 
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2% in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) ... 

2% in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London sites) . 

2# in. Machine- made Multi Red Facings (London 


Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London sites) 


2 in. Hana- made Sandfaced  Multi-Colour 
Facings (London sites) 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings, 
Berkshire district (London sites) .. 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings, 
Berkshire district (London sites) . 
kubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) 
2% in. Surrey a Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) . 
2#in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) ... 
Glazed Bricks anton sites), White, Ivory, B Brown: 
Stretchers .. 
Headers _... ies 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4ti in. Flats ian 
Double Stretchers 
Double Headers 
One side and two ends ... 
Two sides and one end 
Splays and Squints aie 
Cream and Buff, £3 extra over White. “ Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over 
White. All above prices plus 474% for Best 
—_ and plus 474% less 10% for Second 
quality. 


Hand- ‘made 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 


Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District). 
HoLLow Cay PartiTION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum lorry loads 
[5 140 yds. ' 
Bui DING eces {Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) = Lam 
*4 in. (6 cavity) . ‘an 
6 in. (8} in. x 5§ in. ) 1,250 Viocks nee 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
rf ne hl 
24 in. ... 85 yds. 
3 in. 75 yds. 
4in. ” 55 yds. 
os CRANHAM TERRA eneen 
in. ‘ 


2$ in. .. 
3 in. Load bearing quality 
4in. do. 
ieee PARTITION BLocks 
0 yds. 
120 yds. 


;) aa 
24 in. ... 
3 in. 100 yds. 

4 in. . om 90 yds. 
LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE eines AND PARTITION 
BLOCKS OF VARIOUS SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 
(| as ss oe 

; 1 See 80 yds. 

3 in. 65 yds. 

om «. 50 yds. 

44 in. ... 44 yds. 

6in. ... 33 yds. 
THERMALITE- YTONG Daze BLocks 
23 in. .. : 144 yds. 


.-» per yd. 


-- per yd. sup. 


1,000 


THERMALITE- YTono Loap- BEARING INSULATING BLocks 


Jim... 120 yds. 
4in. 
5 in. 
ao 
Fee i 
FLoor BLOCKS AND FILLER Ties 
Floor Blocks 12 in. x 12 in. delivered in full lorry- 
loads : 
3 in. ... 
; 
3 
9 in. ... 
10 in. 
Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles abe 1 ,000 multiples : 
12 in. x3 in. x fin 
12 in. x 4in. “1 
10 in. x 5 in. x in. 


.-- per 1, 


ea yd. sup. 


sup. 


Ss. 


per 1,000 31 0 


18 19 
19 4 
20 17 
20 17 
a 3 


Cran a? 


28 


—Oe~ ANH 


—_ 


— — 
wVAWKO SN LhOUOAWNHAUYM 


g v9 
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~ 
wv 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
Glazed Stoneware Standard List (November, 1956). 


4 in. 
- per ft. 1/8 
each 
Junctions... ms 8/4 
Gullies with 4 in. outlets 12/6 3/9 
The following are the ‘percentages. to be added to the Standard ‘List 
(November, 1956) prices delivered London Area. 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot. 


Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 
~— 2 tons Under 2 tons 


Pipes, 2 ft. nage 4/6 


Bends 


Over 2 tons 
NET 


+10 % NET 
+373% NET 
+474% NET 


Best Quality tin 
BSS Best Quality... 
Tested Quality ... 
BSS Tested Quality 


274% 
% +10 %+274% 
+374 +224 % +374 %+274 % 
+474 %+224% +418 Ot21 A 
s. d. 
.- per 1,000 12 
: 16 


34 
64 


23% 
410 %4+2242 


$i in. wer \ Drain -~; o 12 in. + ee. 


do. = 
do. do. 


DAMP COURSE 


Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. 
rolls cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and 
over delivered London area ... . 

Asbestos base do. 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. 

Lead lined bitumen do. 9} Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. 

18 in. x9 in. British damp course slates .- per 

14 in. x 9 in. 

9 in. x9 in. 
18 in. x 44 in. 
14 in. x 44 in. 

9 in. x 44 in. 


Qa 


- 
WWOCNK hue: 


per 


STONE 


Bath Stone 
Monks Park 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground... 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 

B.R. Western Region. 

Doulting Stone Random Blocks. 
London area - 

Beer Stone. Delivered London area’ 

Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. 
average delivered in railway trucks at Nine 
Elms, B.R. Southern Region 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 

9 in. x3 in. Rubbed, weqenenen, Counted and 
stolled cills - per ft. 

12 in. x 6 in. do. “do. do. e a 

12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated ... ve 

12 in x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping - 

14 in. x 6 in. do. do. do. a 

44 in. x 9 in. Plinth rubbed on top and face . i 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. 

Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork per ft. 
do. ‘do. fair one edge for fair faced brickwork _ 

Hard York— 
12 in. x 2 in. 

edge 

14 in. x 3 in. 


-. per 


Delivered 


Square Steps, rubbed on top and 
- Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 

and front per ft. 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain. Steps, rubbed top and front pee 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes_ ... per ft. 
2 in. Sawn esas ames emmaged in random 

sizes : - per yd. sup. 


TILES AND PANTILES 


Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000. 
Machine-made Pantiles and French ae = from 
Lincolnshire district as ane 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ... 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 
Machine-made Hip and Valley ape = 
Concrete tiles 10} x 64 , . ms 
do. Interlocking (49S) 
Novre.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ ‘responsibility. 


accooocowvoan® 


SLATES 


First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage paid i 
truck cana to enemy Rate station. Per 1,000 actual. 

24x 12 ier 

22 x 12 

22x 11 

20 x 12 


— 
ij 

= 
= 


cooococooe 


16x 8 
Note. —Breakage i in transit, " purchasers’ Tesponsibility. 





TIMBER 


Softwood Ex 
Joinery quality ... ° Wharf 
Carcassing quality ‘ ” 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring ; ~ 

Hardwood 
~~ 3 a 

Honduras S.E.. 
European S.E. 
Japanese S.E. ... 
English Logs sawn 
8 in. average S.E. 
African Logs sawn 


6 mm. (} in.) Birch Plywood B/BB wi 

6 mm. Israeli Gaboon do. —< exterior r grade 
WBP (AX100) ‘ ve 

18 mm. Birch Blockboard ... 

Zin. Douglas Fir Plywood 96 in. x 48 in. Exterior 
grade WPB (AX100) solid two sides ... tes 


per ft. cube 


DOORS (in Lots 


Delivered London area. 

14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 

2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 

2 in. do. but top panel open. 
2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6in. ... 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 

2 in. 2 Panel top panel open. 
2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6in. ... 
2 ft. 9 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 

14in. Plywood Faced Flush Doorsto BS459, ‘Part2A 

ft.O0in.x6ft.Oin. ... 
2 ft. 0 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 3 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in 
1} in. Hardboard Faced Flush T Doors 
. x6 ft. 0 in. 
in. x6 ft. 6in. ... 
1.) 
in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 
in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 


I-11) 


Pattern 4 in. deal 


Pattern 4 x G in deal 


Pattern 2 x Gin deal 


SUNDRIES 


Delivered London area. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs 6 ft. 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. 
1} in. do. (67 yds. 
2 in. do. (52 yds. 
2+ in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) 
3 in. do. (39 yds. tol ton)... 
+ in. imported or home produced insulation Board, 
quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
+ in. Hardboard do. 
7 in. do. do. 
2 in. wy my Straw Slabs, roofing ‘quality. 
, 8 ft., 9 ft., 10 ft., and 12 ft. x 4 ft. 
50-160 yds. : ie sas cas 
101-250 yds. 
251-750 yds. 
Over 750 yds. 
2 in. do. for partitions 4d. per ‘yd. cheaper. 
ts in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets.. 
+ in do. = do. ‘ 
Roofing Felt 1-ply .. ee 
do. 2-ply .. 
Best Scotch Glue in slabs | 
do. pearl 
Croid Glue ... oe 
Impact Adhesive 
Cut Nails 3 in. 
do. 4 in. 
Wire Nails 3 in. 
do. 4 in. 


0 in. x2 ft. 0 in. in 
to 1 ton) 
to 1 ton) 
to 1 ton) 


.-- per yd. 


... per $ cwt. 


28 Ib. ° 
per gall. 
per ton 


(1-ton lots) , 
and up (1-ton lots) .. 
(4-cwt. lots) 


r per cwt. 
and up (4-cwt. lots) 


METALS 
Steet Joist, eTC. 


Basis Joists— 
6 in. x Sin., 8 in. x 5in., 8 in. x 6 in., 10 in. x 6 in., 
12 in. x6 in., plain ¢ cut to lengths delivered 
London area ... : ‘ 
Extra for sizes 
3 in. x 1} in. 
3 in. X3 in. ... 
4 in. x3 in. ... 
S in. X 44 in. 

5 in. x 2$ in. 
43 in. x 1} in. 
5 in. x 44 in. 

6 in. x 3 in. 
6 in. x 44 in. 
9 in. x 4 in. 
12 in. x 5 in. 


4 in. X 1} in.... 


+) 
x 3} in. 
x 7$ in.... 
x 4 in. 
el ae 
NTS «. 


5 in. 
13 in. x5 in... 


8 in. x4 in. \ 


7 in. 
24 in. 
7 in. 
10 in. 
22 in. 


£ 
1 17 
3 


a — fa to £140 


— £98 


Ss. 


5 


2 10 


3 
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METALS—continued 


9 in. x7 in. 10 in. x 8 in. 
14in.x5$in. 14 in. x6 in. 
15 in. x 5 in. 15 in. x 6 in. 
16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. x 6 in. 
18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. x 6} in. 
Steel angles average price 
Steel tees average price .. e 
Fabricated work delivered ‘London— 

R.S. Joists cut and fitted.. ‘ ‘ 
Compound girders 
Stanchions 
Compound stanchions... . 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins | 
Average prices not for awkward work. 
Angle cleats and § in., 2 in. and { in. bolts average 
price London area am cwt. 
Above prices joists etc. "increased by ys Ts 


FeRRO-CONCRETE BARS AND FABRIC 

Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete Bars British manufac- 

ture to BSS 785 ex. Mills. 1 in. diameter and 
upwards delivered nearest London station 

do. do. ex. London Stock do. 

delivered London site . ar ede aaa eee “ 49 

Extras— 

+ in. 

fx in. 

2 in. 

+ in. 

# in. 


é in. 


12 in. 
14 in. 
16 in. 
18 in. 
20 in. 


perton 40 


and ry in. diam. ove 9 
Above prices ‘mild steel bars increased by 1°1%. 
Steel wire mesh reinforcing fabric to BSS 1221A, 
Ref. No. 106 ... ... 7.88 ibs. ...  ... persq. yd. 
- wa ae gh. onda 
= See sas See 
-  —_— 7.32 
* 125 4.32 


Mit_p STEEL TUBES 
Fittings BSS 1740. 
Basic List Prices 

din. gin. din. fi 
.- per ft. 9% 10 I/- 
. each 1/7 1/9 2/- 
Elbows, square ,, 1/8 1/10 2/2 

do. round ,, 1/10 2/- 2/4 
Tees ee ea 2/- 2/2 2/6 
oS ee 4/4 4/8 5/6 
Sockets, Plain 4 6 6 8 
do. Diminished _,, 8 10 1/- 
Backnuts on 4 4 6 


MALLEABLE FITTINGS 
din. gin. $in. Zin. lin. 1} in. 


Tubes to BSS 1387. 


Tubes ... 
Bends ... 


.-- per ton extra 8 
‘i 6 1 


Awowo coo of 


o 


SOAAANA O&O CO 





| Union Clips a 


| Union Clips rs 
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L.C.C. CoaTep DRAIN PIPES . 
4in. diameter in 9 ft. lengths ~ om ve run 1 
6 in. do. do. = ae eee ee 2 
4in. diameter bends... 000 cee ® cee ee 1 
6 in. °o. oO. a a. ta i itn a 2 
4 in. ar ~aps - “eae a. ak. aK a ee 1 
6 in. 4 
Aows prices ie any ‘quantity but under 5 cwt. carriage extra. 
PircH Fipre Drain Pipes 
2 in. diameter in 5 ft., 5 ft. ade in. or pu ft. bags 
including couplings oe : 
3 in. do. : ae 
4 in. do. 
5 in. do. 
6 in. 
4 in. 
4 in. oO. b bends a 
2 in. diameter 6 ft. radius bends (5 ft. lengths) 
3 in. do. do. do. 
4 in. \ do. do. 
5 in. hs do. do. 
6 in. . do. do. 
Above prices for loads of £60 and over. 
Loads £25 to £59 19s. 11d. Plus 10% 
Loads under £25 Plus 15% 
Aspestos RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 174% Ceseeae. 2 in 3 in. 
Pipes, 6 ft. was .. 4/7 
Shoes ... 3/- 
Single Branches — 4/8 
Bends, squares or obtuse . ee 3/3 
Swan Necks, 44 in. proj.. a 3/7 
do. om. Gh .. 3/10 
Assestos 0.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 


~ $ret. 


do. ee eee 
diameter short radius } bends 
d do. 


+» per yd. 
- each 


. per yd. 


Gutters, 6 ft. leagths 
= . each 


Drop ends 
Stop ends 


| Angles ... 


Nozzles } , 
ASBESTOS Hate-Rounp —- AND Dae 
In. 
3/0} 
2/6 
y= 
2/10 
2/6 
1/3 


Gutters, 6 ft. ange 4 
Dropends ... each 
Stop ends mala 
Angles ... 

Nozzles 

1/7 


1 
1 
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Annona 


wv 
— 
AOD 


_ 
AOPwooro 


Per ton basis 
in a 


£ 


Iron—Staffordshire eee aevethent Guy a” ee 52 


Mild Steel Bars 


17 


d. 
6 


47 18 0 


49 10 0 

Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
Soft Sheets C.R. and cA A.— : £ 

20 gauge ~~ a a ee 

OS Se ee ee ee 65 10 

26 gauge we? ' Maes 68 11 
Galvanised Corruguated Sheets, Gf. ‘to 9- ft. os 

20 gauge ... ‘i 70 18 

24 —_ jae ae aw Go ae ae ee ae 7469 

26 g: a er 79 15 
Galvanised Flat Sheets Cr R. and od A. —- 

20 gauge ..._... a 72 8 

24 gauge ... aad ais uae nae ae ae wie 75 19 

pS eee ee ee 81 5 


ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 


(Base Prices) 
Sheet BS 1740 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide)... _...__ per Ib. 
Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) fen 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide 
— strip BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG aide in. 

wide)... 
Per yd. in 6 ft. h Sangin : Coiled strip ‘high ‘purity, 22 SWG ‘(2 i in. " wide) 

3 in. ; aero a 5/1 1/4 Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Circular Profile 

34 in. = ee ee 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SWG 

4 in. Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3. Industrial ‘Profile 

44 in. 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20 SWG 

§ in. Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Mansard Profile 

8 ft. x 312 in. x 20 SWG 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC simple mouldin 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. ro 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEI9WP simple gnee 
— section BS 1476 HEI9WP 1 in. 


Tubing “Bs 1471 TIC 1} in. O/Dx20 SWG = 
Tubing BS 1471 HT19WP 14 in. O/Dx 20 SWG 


BRASS WORK, etc. 
Delivered in London area. 
B.S.S 


Elbows, round each 3 84 94 1/24 1/84 2/7t Mild Steel Hoops ... 
Tees Bs a, bras 94 1/- 1/4% 2/- 2/9$ 
OES vat 1/25 1/48 2/- 2/9% 3/7% 
Sockets... ean eeviaia 5¢ 065 9} 1/- 1/74 
Backnuts ~ 3 3 Me 44 52 7i 
Discounts from List prices as follows :— 
Galvanised Tube— 
Under 1 ton Over 1 ton 
Light —37 Ze 8 
Medium —33 % 
Heavy —254% 


—41 & 
—43 ° 
—3537% 

C.I. HALF-RouND GUTTERS 


Delivered London per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 
Gutters 


Malleable 
Fittings 
Malleable List 
—14%+40% 


W.I. Fittings 
Light —244% 
Heavy —203% 


Light —30} 


%  Malleable List 
Heavy —263% —14% 


con ooo oa 


Heavy 


Nozzles Stop Ends 
3 in. 0 1/1 
34 in. 
4 in. 
44 in. 
5 in. 


2 


_— 


— 
-—- Ne =e 


_ 
°o 


2 in. 
2¢ in. 
3 in. 
3} in. 
4 in. 


Woon vNoo~= 


Lc. wana COATED » Soe. PIPES 
2 in. W2 
2 in. = add aia an a 
yh ei ae) tei ae 
34 in. an saad sed ai whe 14/ 12/4 
4 in. - — 15/114 13/10 
Above prices ‘for gutters, rain- -water and soil pipes for under 5-cwt. lots 


only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300, dated February 1, 1955, 
plus 324% and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5%, 2-ton lots 24 %~ 


PLUMBERS’ 


All per dozen tin. Zin. lin. Ihin. 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
a. 3 


head for iron.. 3 ie 
Toilet bib cocks for i iron - 109/- 158/55 — — 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc.—continued 


All per dozen sin. jin. lin. 1} in. 1} in. 2 in. 
Screwdownstopcocksforiron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 
do. withtwounionsforlead 89/— 132/— 234/4 472/- 623/6 1,389/6 
Double nut boiler screws ... 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union wae se 

19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 


to iron 
- lgin. 2in. 3in. 34 in. 4 in. 
40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 
31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 
1} x6 Ib. 13 x6 Ib. 2x7 lb. 3X7 Ib. 


screws onl a 68/6 85/6 137/- 233/9 
hel S. trap do. do. 82/9 102/9 168/3 302/3 
Solder : s. d. 
Plumbers’ lewt. lots 320/- 14 Ib. lots per Ib. 3 
Tinmen’s... _... a 404 /- a ta os 
Blow pipe saa oar 407 /- ae aa 4 
Copper TUBES AND SHEETS 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 27§d. per Ib. plus 
gauge and wo extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 10 cwt. 
xtra 


Caps and Sesewe 
Brass Sleeves . 


a ~ P. trap with brass clean- 


d. d. 
+in.x19 gauge 16} Total per Ib. 43% 
fin.x19,, 14 o 42 
in.X18- ,, . 404 
i 39% 
in.x18 >, 39 
x17 41} 
Small Quantity extras : 
10 cwts. to 5 cwts. eo ee ae Oe plus id. per Ib. 
5 cwts. to2 cwts.... ita ae oe ai i aa 
2 cwts. to 1 cwt. = 2d. 
Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price plus 
gauge and manufacturing extras : - a 


Approx. per ft. 


ZIN 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25SWG), S5cwt. "lots upwards per cwt. 
» 12 gauge (23 SWG), sen Sa Es ve 
» 14gauge(21SWG), ,, i“ ies 
Brass TuBE 
Brass tubes, basic Price, yim gauge and ssanntee- 
turing extras - we fort. 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price to one address in London or Home Counties : 


Lead Sheet, English, 3} Ib. substance and mpwnnds 
a Water Pipe, in coils 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. in dia. Pa 104 
- » over 4 in. dia. ove * 106 
ve Gas or Untinned Compo pipe.. be 104 
5 cwt. lots and over less 6d. per cwt. off basic prices. 
Extras over Basis for quantities under oa cwt. 
3 cwt. and under 5 cwt. is on per cwt. 
1 cwt. do. 3cwt. me mee be 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipes to less than 
basis weights and cutting to sizes less than basis 
charged extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected, £53 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


per ton 101 
103 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over aa on site per ton 
do. hite do. do. 
Sirapite Coarse BSS 1191 Class C 
do. Fine do. do. 
do. Browning BSS 1191 Class B 
do. Board Finish do. 
Blue Lias Lime, in 6-ton loads 
Hydrated Lime (Grey) in 6-ton loads 
(White) do. 
(Grey) do. 
(White) do. : 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement, in 1- ton loads 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement, in 1-ton loads 
Granite Chips, in 6-ton loads a 
Hew ... = 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board, 3 in. “thick, 
600 yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site 


1,200 yds. ... 
Zin. thick, "600 yds. and 


_ 


ome 
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— 


Lump Lime 


_ 


— 
PNUNNAUADDDAOOOOOCoM 
— 


_ 


per cwt. 


per yd. 


=n ACoonocoacovwvwlo™ 


do. Insulating “do. 
over in one delivery. Delivered site 
1,200 yds. 
Gypsum *Plasier Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
4 in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
Ae, Delivered site wd a 


1,200 yds. ... aes rao 
‘Zin. thick, 600 yds. and 


“oo 


do. Insulating “do. 
over in one delivery. anes site ane 
1,200 yds. ... eee ji et 


PAINTS AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area. 

Ceiling Distemper .. 

Washable Distemper 

Gloss Paint ... 

Super Snowcem cement paint (in 1 ewt. drums) 


per cwt. 


per ‘gal. 
per cwt. 





LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS 

Ground White Lead, in 1 cwt. kegs . 
Genuine White Lead a 1- 19 gal. lotsin1 gal. tins 
(ienuine Red Lead, Dry, (1 cwt. lots)... ae 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. <~ 
Size XD quality 28 lb... 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra 
boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. me 
SUNDRIES 
Turpentine substitute ( 5 gal.) drums extra 

do. do. (40 gal.) do. , 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) ane 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) 
Paste Powder “(1 Ib. packets) 
White Lining Paper sit 


per cwt. 
per gal. 
per cwt. 


per tin 
.-» per gal. 


a pe 


per Ib. 
- per piece 


PRWOOR WMCOROAD™ 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 

Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside 
Oak, Pale Copal do. do. 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. 
Finest Carriage Varnish ... 
Front Door Varnish 

Japan Gold Size 

Black Japan ... 

Brunswick Black 

Berlin. Black . 

Terebene : 

Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) ‘ 
French and Brush Polish (do.)... 


—— tt et et DN NN NNN th 
PANWBUNUCOY 
cocoocoooooooo* 


GLASS 


Delivered London area. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass cotiony Gusts areata 
Cut Sizes.. ‘ 
24 oz. do. do. do. ‘do. 
26 oz. do. do. do. do. 
32 oz. do. do. o. do. 
4 in. Rolled Plate.. ; ae eas 
fx in. Rolled and Rough Cast .. 
+ in. do. do. 
¢ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, 
patterns— 
White Group 1 
do. Group 2 
do. Standard Tints 
do. Special Tints 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, ‘Reeded, Reedlyte 
and Luminating Group 3 
} in. Wired Cast up to 50 in. ... 
din. do. do. 50 in. to 72 in. 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast 
Hollow Glass Blocks— 
Cross reeded 
Broad reeded 
32 Cross reeded 
Prismatic 
Flemish 
Boomerang 


. per ft. sup. 


Standard 


Nee TNR 


53x 53x 3% in. ... 
72 xX 72x 3% in. ... 
TEX FOX IE IR, ose 
72 X 72 x 35 in. ~... 
72x 72x 3% in. ... 


74x 73x 3j in. ... 
f Size Blocks— 


-32 Cross reeded 7} 3} x 3} in. 
Radiused Corner Blocks to demas - with— 
P. Cross reeded . ue 
P. Broad reeded .. 
P.B.32 Cross reeded . 
P. B. 2, P.B.3, P.B.32 are also ‘supplied in Light 
Diffusing Blocks at same price. 
j in. Polished Plate Glass, G.G. quality— 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. 
5 ft. sup. 
45 ft. sup. 
100 ft. sup. ; 
j in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceed- 
ing 100 ft. sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both 
ways. G.G. quality—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. 
or 240 in. one way or 130 in. both ways ae ~ 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or do. a A we 
Plates exceeding 180 ft. sup. prices on application. 
‘ubstances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum per ft. a 
quantity > 


wanna 
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P. 
P. 
P. 
P. 
P. 
P. 
a 


Hal 
rs 


wwe 
NwWNE| & 
COD  ANHUUw 


Description of Glass— 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. ... 
24 oz. 
26 oz. 
32 oz. 
+ in. Rolled Piate.. 
sin. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White Group 1 | 
do. Group 2 
4 in. Pinstripe, etenenttion. Reeded, Luminat- 
ing and Spotlyte Group 3 ; 
*; in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 
} in. do. do. 
} in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal up to 50 in. 
sin. do. do. do 50in. to 72 in. 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast 
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AS FROM OCTOBER 2nd, 1961. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


1. Craftsmen and Labourers. 


2. Apprentices. 


3. 


Young Male Labourers. 





! 
Craftsmen| Labourers} 
d. s. d. 


Regfon 





Per cent of 


Age 
Craft Rate 


London and 
Liverpool Dist. 


England, Wales 


Per cent of London and 
Craft and Scotland 


Rate Liverpool Dist. 





& Wales 
(Grade A) ... 6 


London ... 7k 


Liverpool and 
District ' 


Scotland... ... 6 


4 10} 
5s 0 


5 0 
4 10) 




















15 
16 
17 
18 


334 
50 


624 
75 
874 1 


. di 
3 
9 
2 
1 














8. s. d. 
334 1 1 7% 
45 2 2 2 
664 3 > 3 

100 5 4 10} 

















NORTHERN IRELAND is not included; rates fluctuate so much from district to district that reference should be made to local offices. 


WATCHMEN.—The rates per shift for watchmen engaged on building sites is 30s. 6d. 


. in London and Liverpool District, and 29s. 3d. in the provinces. 


FEMALE OPERATIVES.—In all districts throughout the country except in Scotland the rate of wages for women, aged 19 and over, engaged in craft processes is 4s. 7$d. 


per hour. Women engaged on work other than craft processes, 4s. 34d 


period, and the woman*“labourer, 4s. 43d. 


New Companies 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by 
Jordan and Sons, Ltd., company registra- 
tion agents. 


CASE NORTH WESTERN (BUILDERS) LTD.— 
Regd. Sept. 22, 1961. Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£5,000. Sub.: Herbert T. Grindley, 132 
Dinerth-rd., Rhos-on-Sea, Colywn Bay. 

D. MILES (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. Sept. 22, 
1961. Edward-st., Denton, Lancs. Secy.: 
T. W. R. Snell. Nom, cap.: £2,000. 

S. FITZGERALD LTD.—Regd. Sept. 25, 1961. 
lla St. Albans-rd., Watford, Herts. Secy.: 
Bridget T. Fitzgerald. Excavators, bldrs. & 
contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £500. 

TOM WILLOUGHBY LTD.—Regd. Sept. 25, 
1961. The Old Grammar School, High-st., 
Northallerton, Yks. Bldrs. & contrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £10,000. Permt. mang. dir.: 
David Willoughby, 15 Brompton-rd., North- 
allerton. 

COLNBROOK BUILDING COMPANY LTD.—Regd. 
Sept. 25, 1961. 2 Windmill-way, Ruislip, 
Mdx. Secy.: Edith E. Norman. Nom. cap.: 
£2,000. 

EDWARD DAVIES & SON (LIVERPOOL) LTD.— 
Regd. Sept. 25, 1961. 64 Selborne-st., Liver- 
pool 8. Secy.: Alice Davies. Bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £100. 

RAYNOR BARRETT & COMPANY LTD.—Regd. 
Sept. 25, 1961. Birchwood Grange, Skelling- 
thorpe-rd., Lincoln. Secy.: R. A. Raynor. 
Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. 

J. MALLARD LTD.—Regd. Sept. 25, 1961. 
165a Junction-rd., N19. Secy.: Mrs. J. L. 
Billington. Bldrs., dcrts., etc. Nom. cap.: 

WITHERS, BRINKMAN AND WILLETTS LTD.— 
Regd. Sept. 26, 1961. Genl. bldrs., pblc. wks. 
contrs., plmbrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Dir.: Clifford J. Withers, 16 Denbigh-dr., 
West Bromwich, Staffs, 

J. KIBBLE (SHEERNESS) LTD.—-Regd. Sept. 
26, 1961. 200 Queenborough-rd., Sheerness, 
Kent. Secy.: M. E. Kibble. Bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £100. 

THOMAS B. WALKER LTD.—Regd. Sept. 26, 
1961. 153 Radcliffe-st., Oldham, Lancs. 
Secy.: Daphne Walker. Bldr., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. 

NORMAN PAUL LTD.—Regd. Sept. 26, 1961. 
Secy.: Marie V. Philpotts. Firng. contrs., 
bidrs., etc. Nom, cap.: £100. 

G. W. BEENEY & SON (CONTRACTORS) LTD.— 
Regd. Sept. 27, 1961. Langham Farm, Cous- 
ley Wood, Wadhurst, Sussex. Secy.: B. E. 
Disbury. Nom. cap.: £10,000. 

COCKIN DEVELOPMENTS LTD.—Regd. Sept. 
27, 1961. 415 Foxdenton-la., Chadderton, 
Oldham, Lancs. Secy.: Elsie Cockin. Nom. 
cap.: £10,000. 

G. E. COCKIN (BUILDERS) LTD.—Nom. cap.: 
£5,000. Other details are similar to Cockin 
Developments Ltd. 


UPLANDS DEVELOPMENT (ILKLEY) LTD.— 
Regd. Sept. 27, 1961. Lloyds Bank-bldg., 1 
Westgate, Huddersfield. Nom. cap.: £100. 
Dir.: Edith Bates, 20 Silver-st., Moldgreen, 
Huddersfield. 

DYSON DEVELOPMENTS (BUILDERS) LTD.— 
Regd. Sept. 29, 1961. Alban-hse., 13 St. 
Peters-st., St. Albans, Herts. Secy.: W. H. 
Williams. Nom. cap.: £100. 

A. FARRET & SON LTD.—Regd. Sept. 29, 1961. 
Secy.: R. Scarborough. Bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £4,000. Dir.: Charles L. Farret, 1 
Church Mount, Sutton on Hull. 

STETCHWORTH PARK BUILDING COMPANY LTD. 
—Regd. Sept. 29, 1961. 86-7 Wimpole-st., 
WI. Secy.: Ethel Graham. Nom. cap.: £100. 

RYCROFTS LTD.—Regd, Sept. 29, 1961. Ryco 
Works, Thornton-rd., Bradford. Secy.: E. 
Wild. Bldrs’ and ironmngrs’ mchnts., etc. 
Nom cap.: £100. 

D. A. FULLER (BUILDER & ESTATE AGENT) 
LTD.—Regd. Sept. 29, 1961. 20 Gabriels Hill, 
Maidstone. Secy.: Florence H. Fuller. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. 

SPIERS BROS. LTD.—Regd. Sept. 29, 1961. 
39 Windsor-rd., Evesham, Worcs. Secy.: 
Marjorie E. R. Spiers. Bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. 

COMINO CONSTRUCTION COMPANY LTD.—Regd. 
Oct. 2, 1961. 4 The Quadrant, Coventry, 
Secy.: G. P. Barrow. Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£5,000. 

NIGHTINGALE AND PRITCHARD LTD.—Regd. 
Oct, 2, 1961. 24 Bedford Row, WCl. Secy.: 
N. Versi. Designers and consultants in the 
planning and construction of building, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £100. 

B. W. EDWARDS & SON LTD.—Redg. Oct. 2, 
1961. 159a Chudleigh-rd., SE4. Secy.: G. D. 
Bourke. Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. 

F. & J. KEENE LTD.—Regd. Oct. 2, 1961. 
28 Barrington-rd., Manor Park, El2. Secy.: 
Eileen J. Keene. Bldrs. & contrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £100. 

OAKLAND & GRUNDY LTD.—Regd. Oct. 3, 
1961. 18 Ashfield-ave., Beeston, Notts. 
Secy.: D. E. G. Wing. Bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. 

PATTERANA BUILDERS LTD.—Regd. Oct. 3, 
1961. 713 Imperial-hse., Kingsway, WC2. 
Secy.: Shirley Hart. Nom. cap.: £100. 

BUFFALO CONSTRUCTION CO. LTD.—Regd. 
Oct. 3, 1961. 128 Seymour-pl., Wl. Secy.: 
N. Landon, Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £600. 

A. E. SAUNDERS & CO. LTD.—Regd. Oct. 4, 
1961. 58 Norwood-rd., SE24, Secy.: Edith 
Saunders. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

COTTON AND MARSHALL LTpD.—Regd. Oct. 4, 
1961. 122 Lansbury-grove, Meir, Stoke-on- 
Trent. Bldg. contrs., etc. Secy.: F. Cotton. 
Nom, cap.: £1,000. 

BURNHAM CONSTRUCTION (BUCKS) LTD.— 
Regd. Oct. 4, 1961. ‘ Westalls,’ Burnham, 
Bucks. Secy.: M. R. Chettleburgh. Bldrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 


. per hour. In Scotland the rate for the woman craftsman is 4s. 10d. after a probationary 


Wood Chipboard Industry 
Looks Ahead 


DSIR Research to Improve Quality 


A LONG-TERM investigation of the 
problems of wood chipboard manufac- 
ture, which may determine the design 
and operation of this £10m. industry’s 
plant ten years hence, has been started 
by the DSIR’s Forest Products Research 
Laboratory at the request of the industry, 
which will bear the major part of the 
cost. 


Although originally developed as a 
means of utilising wood which would 
otherwise be unusable, chipboard has 
proved in some cases to be a more stable 
material than natural timber. One of the 
disadvantages of present wood-working 
methods is the high rate of wastage— 
about 60 per cent. over the whole pro- 
cess. Based partly on the waste-products 
of normal wood-working, the chipboard 
industry’s wastage, on the other hand, is 
only about 10 per cent. 


In Britain, its chief applications so far 
have been in the building and furniture 
industries. Its raw material, however, 
comes from such a variety of sources that 
in order to guarantee a consistently good 
product the Wood Chipboard and 
Particle Board Group of the British 
Plastics Federation is joining with the 
Forest Products Research Laboratory in 
an extensive programme of basic research 
at the Laboratory. This follows pre- 
liminary investigations in recent months 
on a small-scale plant in the Laboratory. 
The new work deals with such aspects 
of the subject as the moisture relations 
of chips and board; variables in the 
pressing of boards; nature and form of 
the glue bond between chips, and the 
effect of species. 


Apart from shavings and other waste 
from normal wood-working processes, the 
manufacturing process uses trees of small 
diameter, such as forestry thinnings. 
These are converted into chips which are 
then dried, sprayed with an adhesive, and 
pressed into boards. The fundamentals 
of chip preparation, drying, screening, 
resin mixing, and mattress spreading will 
all be studied in the investigation. 
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TECHNICAL REVIEW 





This Review of plant, equipment and materials—in most cases new or with 

new features—is intended to give brief details only of the products 

mentioned. Notices are based on data supplied by the manufacturers. 

Additional information and prices can be obtained either direct or by 

using the prepaid Readers’ Service form which appears on page 182 of this 
issue. The form can be used for more than one inquiry. 


1. Surface Treatments 


A one-can polyurethane lacquer, which 
is stable in the tin and has unlimited shelf 
life, is designed for the TREATMENT OF 
TIMBER cladding. The coating formed has 
excellent durability and exposure tests 
show that at least five years’ protection 
is given without breakdown over such 
woods as Western red cedar, oak -and 
teak. 

The gloss finish given is non-yellowing 
and does not discolour the timber 
treated. The treatment also stops timber 
greying on exposure, so that it retains 
its natural appearance. The liquid is easy 
to apply and dries in 14 to 24 hours. 
A. Sanderson Co. Ltd., 

Kingston Paint Works, 
Ropery-st., Hull. 


2. Cranes 


An unusual telescopic TOWER CRANE of 
French design, the G.140, with a maxi- 
mum height under the hook of 240 feet 
is claimed to be the tallest in the coun- 
try. The crane has several interesting 
design features, It is fitted with a three 
speed gear change, capable of operating 
while there is a load on the hook, incor- 
porates interlocking safety devices and 
has an independent mechanism for self- 
erection. 

Its basic height from the running rail 
is 43 ft., and it has an 8 ft. sq. tower. 
With the aid of 20 ft. telescopic sections, 
it rises to a maximum height of 240 ft., 


A section of a reinforced concrete shell 
vault being lowered into position by a 
G140_ telescopic tower crane. The 
development is the College House of the 
new University of Sussex, near Brighton 


when anchored to a building, or to 161 ft. 
for free travelling in winds up to 40 mph. 
When the crane is at its maximum height 
it requires 40 tons of ballast at the base. 
The G.140 has a 98 ft. 6 in. saddle jib, 
with an unusual two and four fall block 
system operated from the crane cabin, 
which is situated at the top of the teles- 
copic section of the crane and at the base 
of the slewing section. A maximum 
weight of 10 tons can be hoisted at a 
speed of 33 feet per minute, with a 
counter-weight ballast of 10 tons. The 
fastest lifting speed is for weights of up 
to 25 cwts., which can be lifted at 328 
feet per minute. The crane travels on a 
gauge track at speeds of up to 66 feet 
per minute. The jib will slew at the rate 
of three fifths of a turn each minute. 
Babcock & Wilcox Ltd., 
7-12 Tavistock-sq., London, WC1. 


3. Site Equipment 


A new ALUMINIUM SHOVEL is now being 
produced which could be useful either 
in the home or on building sites. The 
particular virtues of the implement are 
that it is light, hard wearing and easy to 
clean. In addition, the blade is shaped 
with radiused edges so that it could be 
stored in a car or other vehicle with small 
likelihood of damage to the interior. The 
handling part is made of plastic-on-steel 
to give firm and comfortable handling. 
S. Sims & Sons Ltd., 

New Whittington, Chesterfield. 


4. Scaffolding 


A new form of SCAFFOLDING that has 
recently been successfully tried out has 
a number of advantages, not the least 
being the elimination of any loose fittings. 
The system is based on four simple com- 
ponents: two load carriers—the tubular 
vertical member and the transom, the 
guard rail ledger and the scaffold batten. 
These components are connected to one 
another by means of substantial captive 


A detail of the captive wedge, showing 
the transom unit connected to a standard 


751 


wedges that only require a hammer to 
make the fixing secure. The scaffolding 
platforms can be built in intervals of 
19} in., so that it is possible to reach any 
storey height with a maximum dis- 
crepancy of 9} in. The battens are eight 
feet in length with a peg and slot at the 
centre to carry the load over the entire 
platform instead of just a single member. 
Guard rails are automatically positioned 
3 ft. above the working platform. 

The system is designed for universal 
application in the building industry and 
is suited to both multi-storey construc- 
tion and to ordinary domestic housing. 
Both erection and dismantling can be 
carried out by unskilled labour. 
Kwikform Ltd. 

East-rd., Upper Wickham-la., 
Welling, Kent. 


5. Heating 


A new improved line of FAN CON- 
VECTORS has been marketed after many 
years research, and a leaflet describing 
them has now been issued. 

The latest products include such fea- 
tures as extra speed for warming up. This 
could be extremely useful for buildings, 
unoccupied overnight, where rapid warm- 
ing up in the morning is needed. As a 
further refinement, an automatic time 
control has been introduced. This incor- 
porates a day omitting device so that 
any One or more days in the week can 
be omitted, an arrangement that might 
be convenient in schools and offices. 
Alternative types of air filters, available 
in either throw-away glass fibre or wash- 
able plastic, are recommended where the 
heaters are arranged to operate on fresh 
air inlets and where the external atmos- 
phere is heavily laden with smoke and 
dirt. 

There are a number of other design 
modifications -making for greater flexi- 
bility in use, such as simpler installation, 
hand level thermostatic adjustment and 
three speed motors. The fan convector is 
probably the slimmest on the market, 
under 9 in. and this permits its use in 
many rooms where size is an obstacle. 
Copperad Ltd., 

Colnbrook, Slough, Bucks. 


6. Office Equipment 


An American invention shown at the 
Business Efficiency Exhibition was an 
ELEVATOR FILE which allows quick refer- 
ence to records. On depression, a latch 
type button will automatically hold con- 
tact until the required record tray is 
moved to the most convenient working 
position. A ‘pilot’ guides the records by 
the shortest possible route and, in fact, 
the average time taken for the operation 
is three seconds. 

The file will house over 200,000 5 in. x 
3 in. records requiring less than 23 sq. 
ft. of floor space. Trays are lightweight, 
portable and completely interchangeable. 
They can be lifted out of the file easily 
and re-arranged as desired. An impor- 
tant feature: all mechanical operations 
are well guarded by multiple safety 
devices. 

Sankey Sheldon Ltd., 
22 Kingsway, London, WC2. 





News in Brief 


Loans to Local Authorities 


THE MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT has announced in Circular 
No. 38/61 dated October 4, that the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
have now directed that the following 
rates of interest will apply to all loans 
advanced to local authorities, as defined 
in Section 10 of the Local Authorities 
Loans Act, 1945, from the Local Loans 
Fund on and after October 14: Loans 
for not more than 5 years, 74 per cent; 
loans for more than 5 years but not 
more than 15 years, 74 per cent; loans for 
more than 15 years but not more than 
30 years, 7 per cent; and loans for more 
than 30 years, 7 per cent. 


Technical Film Appraisals 


TECHNICAL FILM APPRAISALS, published in 
last week’s issue, are prepared by the 
Scientific Film Association whose address 
is 3 Belgrave-square, London, SWI, and 
not 164 Shaftesbury-avenue, WC2, as 
previously stated. 


Building Consortium in Hull 


TEN BUILDING COMPANIES in Hull have 
formed a company, Hull Builders Ltd., 
in order to double the present rate of 
corporation house building. The group 
has met a deputation from the city coun- 
cil’s housing committee, and the city 
architect has sent a questionnaire to the 
company. The chairman of the committee 
has said that the fullest possible investi- 
gation should be carried out before any 
decisions are made. 


Foreign Building Practice Lectures 


THE FIRST of a special course of lectures 
at Brixton School of Building will be held 
on October 25 at 7 p.m. Mr. A. W. 
Barker of Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons, 
Ltd., will speak on ‘Building in New 
York City.’ Tickets, which are free, are 
obtainable from the secretary to the 
school, Ferndale-road, SW9. Further 
lectures in the series will be held on 
February 7 and March 7, and will cover 
building in Western Europe. 


Office Lighting Exhibitions 


THE YORKSHIRE region of the British Light- 
ing Council Ltd. are holding three office 
lighting exhibitions in preparation for the 
Offices Act, which comes into force on 
January 1. They will be held at the York- 
shire Electricity Board Sub Area Head- 
quarters, Change-alley, Sheffield, 1, from 
October 24 to 26, and Ferensway, Hull, 
from November 7 to 9, and at the British 
Lighting Council, 24 Aire-street, Leeds, 
1, from October 31 to November 2. 


Official Notification 


THE BOARD OF TRADE has given notice that 
they are considering an application for an 
increase in the import duty on flaxboard. 
A statement of the applicants’ case will 
be made available to interested parties 
who wish to make representations in the 
matter provided that they are prepared to 


give an undertaking to treat the informa- 
tion contained therein as strictly con- 
fidential and to allow their comments to 
be passed to the applicants for reply. 
Requests for a statement of the case, 
together with an undertaking in the terms 
set out above, should be addressed to the 
Board of Trade, Tariff and Import Policy 
Division, Horse Guards-avenue, London, 
SWwl. 


Personal Column 


Mallinson Brothers Ltd., Prestwich, Lancs., 
has appointed MR. A. J. CHAPMAN to its board 
of directors. He was formerly the company’s 
general manager. 


MR. JOHN D. SWALLOW has been appointed 
advertising manager of the British divisions 
of the Yale & Towne Manufacturing Co., 
Willenhall, Staffs. 


Consequent upon the appointment of mR. 
E. R. POCHIN aS managing director of FERRODO 
LTD., and of MR. M. H. GOOD as home sales 
director, announced by the parent company 
Turner & Newall Ltd., further changes have 
been made in the sales organisation. MR. 
B. G. HILL now becomes home sales manager 
in succession to MR. M. H. GOOD, and MR. 
WwW. G. CULVER takes over as export sales 
manager from Mr. B. G. Hill. 


MR. C, J. PALMER is retiring from Venesta 
Plywood Ltd., Queen-st. place, London, EC4, 
after 37 years’ service. He has been in 
charge of the flush and veneered plywood 
sales department since 1946. This department 
is now being transferred to the subsidiary 
company, The Midland Veneers Service Co.. 
ae Hayseech-rd., Halesowen, nr. Birming- 

am, 
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Spare-time Working 
Offer of Excess Rates Criticised 


AN ADVERTISEMENT which appeared in the 
October 6 edition of ‘The Stamford 
Mercury’ has been severely criticised by 
the Midland Federation of Building 
Trades Employers. The advertisement, 
which read: ‘ Builder’s foreman, brick- 
layers, carpenters, labourers required for 
private week-end work until Christmas. 
Rates 7s. 6d., 6s., 5s. plus bonus. Trans- 
port from Stamford, Ketten, Uppingham 
provided. Commencing October.—Box 
224, “ Stamford Mercury,” Stamford,’ has 
prompted the Director of the Midland 
Federation to write to the editor of the 
paper. 

‘An advertisement published in the 
issue of your newspaper for Friday, 
October 6,’ states the letter, ‘has given 
rise to very strong feelings among builders 
in your district. The purpose of the ad- 
vertisement is to attract a builder’s fore- 
man, with tradesmen and labourers, for 
private week-end work, offering rates of 
pay in excess of the normal hourly rate, 
plus a bonus; transport also is offered 
over quite a wide area. 


‘It may not be obvious at first sight just 
how unfair this type of organised spare- 
time work must be to the established em- 
ployer of building labour. Apart from 
the element of competition by someone 
who does not have the overheads asso- 
ciated with a properly run business, the 
regular employer has paid National Health 
Insurance, holidays with pay and 
graduated pensions contributions, and he 
is entitled to expect that men shall return 
to work on Monday morning after a 
period of relaxation prepared to put in a 
good week’s work. Quite obviously, if 
a man has been working hard throughout 
the week-end under a bonus scheme his 
value to his regular employer must in- 
evitably be reduced. 


Tax and Insurance 


‘If any further argument is needed, one 
might ask whether the prospective em- 
ployer and the prospective week-end 
worker have duly considered the question 
of Employers Liability Insurance. Both 
are liable to find themselves in a very 
difficult position in the event of a serious 
accident ; in fact there have recently been 
cases where men doing part-time work 
have been seriously injured and claims 
for substantial damages have fallen on 
householders who are not in a position to 
meet them. There is also the question 
of income tax, which will no doubt 
receive the attention of the appropriate 
Inspector. 


‘In the opinion of the members,’ the 
letter concludes, ‘of my Federation, an 
attempt to employ labour on this basis 
shows a complete lack of normal decent 
principles, a view which is certainly 
shared by all responsible trade unionists 
and it is, we feel, an issue which should 
be clearly set before the general public.’ 


This was an example of an extremely 
bad practice which was causing concern 
to builders throughout the country and 
particularly in Lincolnshire, the Federa- 
tion have stated. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


From Our Own Correspondents 


AUSTRALIA (SOUTH).—The Victorian 
Housing Commission in conjunction with 
the Melbourne City Council is to begin 
a slum clearance scheme in North Mel- 
bourne immediately. Eight acres are to 
be demolished and a 20-storey block of 
flats erected. Groups of four-storey 
blocks will follow. The total cost will 
be £44m. over a period of three years.... 
The electricity trust is seeking a site 
on Torrens Island at the mouth of Port 
River for an £80m. power station. 


AUSTRALIA (SOUTH).—Work on_ the 
multi-storey Commonwealth Reserve 
Bank’ Building in  Victoria-square, 
Adelaide, is planned to start early next 
year. 


AUSTRALIA (WESTERN).—It is proposed 
to build a £Al7m. standard-gauge rail- 
way 400 miles long between Kalgoorlie 
and Kwinana near Perth to carry iron 
ore deposits to a £40m. steel plant to be 
built by the Broken Hill Proprietary Co. 


CANADA (MANITOBA).—A $265m. under- 
ground railway system is being considered 
for Greater Winnipeg. . . . Construction 
of the $60m. floodway around Greater 
Winnipeg is scheduled to commence next 
spring. 

CANADA (ONTARIO).—The Ontario Hydro- 
Electric Commission’s programme for 
three sites on the Mattagami River in- 
cludes a transmission line from St. James 
Bay to Sudbury and an $8lm. hydro- 
electric nuclear power plant at Kincardine. 


PERU.—The Air Ministry has allocated 
9m. soles for the construction of 11 air- 
fields by the Peruvian Air Force. 


SOUTH AFRICA.—According to the Cape 
Town City Engineer, it is probable that 
£5m. will be spent on non-White housing 
in the municipal area of Cape Town in 
the next three years. 


SPAIN.—An oxygen manufacturing 
plant is to be constructed at Barcelona 
by Oxigeno de Levante. ... A _ petro- 
leum refinery is to be built at Puertollano 
by Empresa Nacional ‘ Calvo Sotelo’ de 
Combustibles Liquidos y Lubricantes. . . . 
A chemical plant is planned at Sabinanigo 
Huesca by Desarrollo, Quimico Indus- 
trial. 


Australian Architects’ Exhibition 


AN AIR-CONDITIONED BUILDING of modern 
architectural design is to be built, at a 
cost of £6,000, in Adelaide to house the 
South Australian Institute of Architects 
Exhibition during the Festival of Arts. 
The building will be 90 ft. by 55 ft., and 
will have large external glass surfaces pro- 
tected by cantilever screens. It will be 
demolished after two months. 


Australian Road Programme 


IT HAS BEEN announced by the Federal 
Minister for Shipping and Transport that 
expenditure on roads will double in the 
next five years to £A950m. Increasing 
private and commercial transport had put 
considerable strain on many road sur- 


faces, and despite the fact that a network 
of highways and roads linking principal 
cities had been constructed, many dis- 
tricts in remote areas were still served 
by gravel or earth roads. 


British Exhibit in Berlin 


A FULL-SIZE model of a foundry crucible 
will form the central feature in the 
entrance hall of the British government 
pavilion at the German Industries exhi- 
bition in Berlin from October 14 to 29. 
The exhibit depicts the contribution made 
to modern industrial development by the 
British non-ferrous metals industry. The 
British pavilion covers about 9,000 square 
feet and includes a cinema to seat nearly 
300 people. The interior display features 
Britain’s exports and the achievements of 
recent years in the use of non-ferrous 
metals in seven sections: shipping, road 
vehicles, railways, aircraft, communica- 
tions, architecture and the home. Two 
pieces of sculpture by Roy Rasmussen 
and stained glass designed by Patrick 
Reyntiens are displayed. 


Epstein Pavilion in Jerusalem 


A GIFT has been made by Lady Epstein 
of 200 plaster originals of Epstein’s sculp- 
tures which are to be housed in a special 
pavilion in the Jerusalem Museum of Art. 
The America-Israe] Cultural Foundation 
is to raise the $420,000 required. 


Less Building in Kenya 
IT IS REPORTED that the total value of 








(LANGDALE PIKES) 


Light Sea Green Slate 


125,000 sq. ft. 
now being used for cladding the 
Commonwealth’s Tallest Building 
— 600 ft. high — 
The Canadian Bank of Commerce, 
Montreal. 
Chosen for its beautiful and unique 
bar markings, colour and ability to 
withstand temperatures experienced 
in Eastern Canada ranging from the 
arctic to the tropical. 
Samples and technical details on 
request to: 


~ Broughton Moor 


SREEN SLATE QUARRIES LTO 


CONISTON - LANCS - TEL. 225/6 


753 


plans approved in the Nairobi area during 
the period January 1 to August 8, was 
just over £lm. for 484 plans, compared 
with £44m. in the corresponding period 
last year for 1,205 plans. 


Power Station Plans Altered 


WORK ON the Maraetai II power station 
on Waikato river, New Zealand, which 
has cost £3m. so far, is being suspended. 
Its generating plant is being diverted to 
the Matahina project on Rangitaiki river 
which will be commissioned in 1967. 


Protection Against Nuclear Attack 


PLANS HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED for an 
underground government city at Camp 
Petawawa, near Ottawa, as a protection 
against possible nuclear attack. The 
Canadian government is also being asked 
to spend an estimated one billion dollars 
on the construction of blast-proof shelters 
across the country to accommodate from 
five to seven million persons. 


Sugar Cane Waste for Building 


IT IS REPORTED that Durisol del Peru, 
manufacturers of building materials, are 
to start producing bricks and wall panels 
using sugar bagasse as one of the raw 
materials. 


Trade News 
Price Reductions 


THE STAINLESS STEEL SINK CO. LTD. of 
Ring-road, Lower Wortley, Leeds 12, 
have recently announced price reductions 
for the greater part of their range of 
Planel Sinks. New price lists can be 
obtained from the company on request. 


IMPROVEMENTS IN basic raw materials 
manufacture have enabled British Resin 
Products Ltd. to announce additions to 
their range of Cellobond polyester resins 
and a general- reduction in polyester resin 
prices. Eight new isophthalic based poly- 
ester resins, a new general purpose resin 
(A 2624) selling at below 2s. per lb. for 
over 2,000 Ib. lots and T1442, a new 
cure promoter, are now available in 
addition to the established grades. 


New Pitch Fibre Plant 


THE NEW PITCH FIBRE pipe plant of 
Bowater Flexpipe Ltd., at Ellesmere Port, 
Cheshire, has been designed specifically 
for the manufacture of pitch fibre pipes 
in 10 feet lengths—longer than any others 
produced in Britain—and is the only 
manufacturing source of this product in 
the North of England. 


The factory was built by Taylor Wood- 
row Construction Ltd. and was completed 
in twelve months. It is a single-storey 
building with a floor area of 60,000 square 
feet. At the moment it houses one pro- 
duction line, but the layout has been 
designed so that a second complete pro- 
duction line can readily be _ installed. 
There is also a single storey office block 
of 5,000. square feet and a stock yard 
capable of holding one million feet of 
pipe. 

The manufacturing process is largely 
automatic, but when full capacity is 
reached the plant will employ about 80 
people. 
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Amendments to Development Plan 


ST. ANDREWS TOWN COUNCIL, one of the 
only two small burghs in Scotland who 
are planning authorities, have agreed to 
ask the Secretary of State for Scotland 
to accept amendments to their develop- 
ment plan although their five-yearly 
review is due in a few months’ time. 

The items that have prompted them to 
take this action are the developments 
proposed by the University of St. 
Andrews, and the pressing need for land 
for private enterprise housing. 

The Council felt that these items 
would not be controversial and therefore 
should go through the formal stages with- 
out an inquiry. If, however, they had 


waited and included them along with 
other items at the review they may have 
been delayed. 


New Buildings 


DUMFRIES.—The Burgh is to build 50 
traditional houses at Lochside, Dumfries, on 
a separate trades basis. 

DUNFERMLINE.—TC are proposing to 
experiment by building 11 houses on gap 
sites by direct labour. 

FIFE.—The County Planning Officer has 
been instructed to compile a list of all the 
existing petrol stations in Fife and also a list 
of all approved applications for petrol 
stations which have not been developed. 

GLASGOW.—A £450,000 ten-storey tourist 
hotel project at the junction of Jamaica-st. 
and Clyde-st., announced some months ago 
by Great Universal Stores Ltd., has been 
given planning permission by Glasgow plan- 
ning committee. This will be the first major 
hotel undertaking for Glasgow since 1938, 
and is designed to meet the shortage of hotel 
accommodation in the city. Clydesdale and 
County Hotels Ltd. have taken a 99-year 
lease on the proposed building and will be 
responsible for its operation. On the lower 
floors will be a basement car park, assembly 
halls and reception and entertainment suites. 
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Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list, see previous issues. Those preceded by 
the symbol (a) are advertised in this number. The 
latest date for the receipt of tenders or applications 
appears above each paragraph. The symbol (rR) 
preceding each entry indicates that applications must 
be received by this date. 


BUILDING 


OCTOBER 24 
(aR) BIRMINGHAM CITY C.—Erection of 
151 dwellings at Heneage-st. / Willis-st., Vaux- 
hall-rd., Nechells Green redevelopment area. 
City A. Tenders by Nov. 24. 


(aR) WALSALL CBC.—Erection of West 
Midlands teachers’ training college, etc. 
Director of Ed. 

OCTOBER 26 

(ar) SURREY CC.—New county sec. sch. 

for boys at Longmead-rd., Epsom. County A. 
OCTOBER 27 

(aR) BARKING CORPN.—Supply and 

erection of 15 garages at Greatfields-rd. 


Boro’ A. 
OCTOBER 28 

(ar) ESSEX CC.—Firm price tenders for a 
hostel for elderly persons at ‘* Huskards,’ 
Ingatestone. County A. 

(AR) HALESOWEN BC. —Fixed price ten- 
ders for six pairs of aged persons’ bungalows, 
etc., at Slims Gate. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 30 

(ar) COSELEY UDC.—Erection of 18 
one-bed. flats at High-st., Princes End. Clerk 
to C. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Nov. 24. 

(aA) WOKING UDC.—Improvements to 
pavilions at Woking Park and Knaphill re- 
creation ground. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 31 

NORTHERN IRELAND HOUSING 
TRUST.—Construction of 95 dwellings and 
17 garages, with ancillary and engineering 
works, at Rathcoole (dev. 12). Offices of the 
Trust, 12 Hope-st., Belfast. Dep. £3. 

NOVEMBER 1 

(ak) SOUTHAMPTON CBC.—{a) Erection 
of 31 houses at Summit-way, and (b) two 
blocks of five-storey flats (30 flats per block) 
at Townhill Park. Boro’ E. 

(ar) WEST SUSSEX CC.—Alterations and 


extensions to Worthing police station. 


County A. 
NOVEMBER 3 
(aR) PETERBOROUGH JOINT ED. BD.— 
(a) Major extension to Walton sec. mod. sch.; 
(b) new county prim. sch. at Wittering. Chief 
Ed. Officer. Dep. £3 3s. and £2 2s. respec- 


tively. 
NOVEMBER 6 

(A) EPSOM & EWELL BC.—Construction 
of weighbridge pit and office. Boro’ E&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

(A) STOCKTON-ON-TEES BC.—Infilling 
at Rochester-rd., Roseworth, consisting of 
seven houses, shop, flat and garage. Boro’ 
A. Dep. £1 Is. 

NOVEMBER 8 

(aA) CARDIFF CORPN.—Fixed price 
tenders for the erection of 221 dwellings at 
Pentrebane-rd., Fairwater (five contracts). 
City A. Dep. £2 2s. (each contract). 

OVEMBER 9 

(A) HESTON & ISLEWORTH BC.—Erec- 
tion of a a cee at Jersey-gdns., 
Hounslow, Boro’ 


Lakeland 


Used . For wall-cladding, 
window-surrounds, and cills, 
steps, coping, flooring, fire- 
places ... In more and more 
of Britain’s most outstand- 
ing contemporary buildings 
—at nan Cathedral for 
instance . 


Because its —a beauty and 
colouring remain unaffected 
or spoiled by weather or 
industrial dirt and it is able 
to offer structural — 
with immense scope for 
design... 


Details and literature from 
The Lakeland 
Green Slate & Stone Co. Ltd. 


Coniston * Lancashire. 
Tel: Coniston 231 (Office) or Langdale 279 (Quarries) 
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A seven-storey tower block containing 112 
bedrooms is the main feature. ... Another 
project approved by the planning committee 
is a new £225,000 Hall of Residence for Glas- 
gow University male students at Garscube 
estate. The hall and office buildings will be 
covered by a £300,000 Isaac Wolfson grant. 
About 160 students will be in residence. Pro- 
fessor Robert Matthew, of Edinburgh Uni- 
versity, adjudicated in a competition for 
designs, and awarded the first place to 
Grenfell, Baines and Hargreaves, of Preston. 
GLENROTHES.—Plans have been ap- 
proved by Fife Education Committee to con- 
vert Preston school, Glenrothes into a youth 
centre. Preston school was the village school 
before the new town of Glenrothes was built 
round the village of Woodside. The esti- 
mated cost of the alterations to the school is 
£10,940, this includes equipment and the 
layout of the surrounding area. 
INVERKEITHING.—The Burgh are plan- 
ning a development of 58 houses in the 
Roman-rd. housing area development I, and 
will issue separate trades contracts for these. 
INVERNESS.—Alexander Hall and Son 
(Builders) Ltd., Aberdeen, has received con- 
tracts valued at £412,015 for schools in 
ree, Inverness and Paible, North 


Uis 

WIGTOWN. —CC is planning to establish 
old people’s homes at Stranraer and New- 
town Stewart. 


(aA) SOUTHEND-ON-SEA CBC.—Proposed 
extension to cafe at Belfairs golf club house, 
and conversion of existing dressing room 
into wash room at Belfairs pavilion. Boro’ A. 

(aA) STAINES UDC.—Erection of 20 
garages on various sites within district. E&S. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 10 
(A) BERKSHIRE CC.—New offices at 
county highway oe Bath-rd., Thatcham. 
County S. Dep. 
NOVEMBER 13 
(aA) SOWERBY BRIDGE UDC.—Erection 
of 54 garages and siteworks at Woodcroft/ 
Rooley-la./Sowerby and Beech recreation 
ground. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 14 
(a) EAST RIDING OF YORKSHIRE CC. 
—Erection of a three-bay fire station, garages 
and drill tower at Driffield. County A. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 15 

(a) CHADDERTON UDC.—Fixed price 
tenders for the conversion of 21-2la Thomp- 
—_ -la., into three dwellings. E&S. Dep. 

(a) SALFORD CITY C.—Firm price 
tenders for alterations and new buildings for 
police horses and dogs at Oakwood Park, 
Salford 6. City E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

(A) WALSALL CBC.—Fixed price tenders 
for 18 bungalows at Penderel-st. north. Boro’ 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 17 

(a) READING CBC.—Firm price tenders 
for 37 flats and 26 garages at Coronation-sq., 
Bath-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

(aA) REIGATE BC.—Fixed price tenders 
for the erection of 40 garages at Arbutus-rd.; 
14 at Atherfield-rd. and 11 at Rutland-cl. 
Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 22 

(4) BROMSGROVE UDC.—Fixed price 
tenders for 40 houses and bungalows and 59 
garages at Broad-st. estate, and five houses 

harford estate. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

(a) CONWAY BC.—Erection of old 
people’s ‘Unity’ bungalows at Marl-cres., 
Llandudno Junction. Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 28 

(a) CROYDON CBC.—Erection of four 
houses and 33 flats in one contract on five 
small separate sites. Boro’ E. 

DECEMBER 5 

(A) ROCHESTER CITY C.—Fixed price 
tenders for the erection of 67 houses and 
12 flats at Earl estate. City S. Dep. £3 3s. 


SERVICES, PAINTING, MATERIALS, 
E 


OCTOBER 25 
(ar) LEEDS REGIONAL HOSPITAL BD. 
—Fixed price tenders for the supply and 
installation of laundr¥ equipment and ser- 
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vices thereto in new central laundry, St. 
Mary’s Hospital, Dean-rd., Scarborough. 
Regional E. Dep: £2. Tenders by Nov. 30. 
NOVEMBER 1 
(ar) DURHAM CC.—Prefabrication and 
erection of a demountable classroom at 
Durham St. Margaret’s CoE (controlled) sch. 


County A. 
NOVEMBER 10 
(a) SOUTHPORT CBC.—Interior decora- 
tion of Cambridge Hall, and publicity offices, 
and Cambridge Arcade. Boro’ A. Dep. £1 ls. 
NOVEMBER 16 
(aA) SUNDERLAND CBC.—Heating, hot 
and cold water supply to Town End jun. and 
infants’ schools Boro’ A. 
NOVEMBER 24 
(a) SOUTHPORT CBC.—Interior decora- 
tion of the Town Hall, Victoria Buildings, 
Law Courts, etc. Boro’ A. Dep. £1 Is. 
O DATE 


(A) BRISTOL.—Services for large housing 
contract at Knowle Stadium site for Whit- 
church Park Development Co. Ltd. 7 St. 
James-sq., Bristol 2. 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC, 


NOVEMBER 4 
EAST ELLOE RDC.—Laying of approx. 
6,100 lin.-yd. of 10 in. dia. spun-iron water 
mains, etc. E&M. Dep. £2 2s 
NOVEMBER 8 
MAIDENHEAD  BC.—Construction of 
approx. 5,000 sq. yd. of dry lean concrete 
carriageway foundation; 900 sq. yd. of coated 
macadam base and wearing courses, and 
4,100 sq. yd. of rolled asphalt base and wear- 
ing courses; the provision and laying of 
1,100 lin. yd. of precast concrete kerb and 
scoriae block channel; the construction of 
footways and grass areas; the provision of 
gullies and soakaways for surface water 
drainage; earthworks, fencing, and all inci- 
dental work for stage 1 of the Marlow-rd. 
(A308). Boro’ F&S. Dep. £2. 
NOVEMBER 13 
PENRITH RDC.—Fixed price tenders for 
the supply and laying of approx. 5,500 lin. yd. 
of 6 in. dia. spun-iron pipe with Tyton 
joints, for central and western area water 
supplies. Ward, Ashcroft & Parkman, engrs., 
38 The Temple, Dale-st., Liverpool 2. Dep. 


£2 2s 
NOVEMBER 16 
(a) NOTTINGHAM CITY C.—Construc- 
tion of pumping station, housing, etc., at 
Markham Clinton. City E. Dep. £2. 
NOVEMBER 24 
MALMESBURY RDC.—Fixed price 
tenders for the construction of about 8,300 
lin. yd. of 9 in. and 6 in. dia. sewers and 3 in. 
rising mains, with 99 manholes, 4 pumping 
stations and a sewage disposal works with 
tanks, filters, drying beds, and all ancillary 
work, at Great Somerford and Little Somer- 
ford, nr. Malmesbury, Wiltshire. Harvey, 
McGill & Haves, Ccl’s. constg. engrs., 38 
Market-pl., Chippenham, Wilts. Dep. £5. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


BETHNAL GREEN.—New Fire Station 
Site——The LCC are to acquire a site at the 
eastern corner of Roman-rd. and Victoria 
Park-sq., Bethnal Green, for the erection of 
a new fire station. The Roman-rd. frontage 
is already owned by the Council and the 
remaining land will be acquired by com- 
pulsory purchase, if necessary. The site at 
the western corner of Sceptre-rd. and Roman- 
rd. which was originally earmarked for the 
fire station is not large enough for modern 
requirements. 

CAMBERWELL.—Acquisition.—An _ esti- 
mate of £25,300 has already been approved 
by the LCC for laying out the first stage of 
Warwick Gardens. Part of an adjoining 
garden at 58 Lyndhurst-grove is to 
acquired at an estimated cost, with site works 
and incidental expenses, of £140. This will 
make it possible to close a section of Azenby- 
rd. and develop the whole area as one open 


space. 
HAMMERSMITH.—Slum Clearance.—The 
LCC housing committee propose to acquire 
(by compulsory purchase if necessary) areas 
amounting to 9.66 acres in Poplar and 0.91 





Contracts Placed 


We are glad to receive from 
architects and quantity surveyors 
for publication deiails of contracts 
placed to the value of £20,000 or 
over. Such information should 
reach the Editor as soon as pos- 
sible after the contract is signed. 
Names of the architect and other 
consultants associated should be 
given. 











acres in Hammersmith at a total estimated 
cost of £260,000 (including clearance and 
partial redevelopment). 

LAMBETH.—Tenders Invited.—The LCC 
are inviting tenders from selected specialist 
firms for the construction of pedestrian sub- 
ways under Albert Embankment, Lambeth, 
opposite Lambeth Bridge House and under 
the eastern end of Lambeth Bridge, and the 
repair of the river wall, etc. The cost of 
the whole works is estimated at £88,250. 

SHOREDITCH.—Fire Station Site.—The 
site in Old-st. required for the rebuilding of 
Shoreditch fire station has now been acquired 
by the LCC at a cost of £24,836. 

SOUTHWARK.—New Day College.—The 
LCC’s further ed. sub-committee has ap- 
proved a scheme for building a new day col- 
lege in The Cut, Southwark. The cost will 
be about £432,430. The ground floor of the 
college will extend almost to the boundaries 
of the site and there will be internal court- 
yards of varying size, function and interest. 
Above the ground floor will be three three- 
storey blocks: the north block will house 
the laboratories, the south block the general 
teaching rooms and the east block the rooms 
for teaching applied arts and commerce. The 
blocks will be linked by external covered 
ways along the perimeter of the courtyards. 
Parking space for about 13 cars as well as 
other vehicles will be provided off Burrows 
Mews. 

SOUTHWARK.—Planning Applications.— 
The MBC has received the following town 
planning applications for observation: Erec- 
tion of a four-storey warehouse building with 
basement car park at Borough High-st. Ap- 
plicant is C. Fisher & Associates (on behalf 
of Staple-Fairway Property Co, Ltd.). The 
Council raises no major objection. ... Erec- 
tion of a shopping centre consisting of upper 
and lower ground. floor and first floor, and 
ten-storey office tower block at basement 
car parking, at Elephant & Castle. Applicant 
is Boissevain & Osmond, Surrey (on behalf 
of W. Willett Ltd.) No objection in prin- 
ciple. ... Erection of an 1l-storey building 
with basement car park at Borough High-st. 
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Applicant is R. Fielding (on behalf of Land 
and General Investments Ltd.). No objection 
in principle. 

WANDSWORTH.—School Improvements. 
—The LCC’s schools planning committee has 
approved plans for major improvements at 
Rosa Bassett county secondary school for 
girls, Wandsworth. The cost will be about 
£130,900. The plans have been drawn up by 
Mr. Trevor Dannatt and provide for the 
building of a gymnasium block and a science 
block and for adaptations within the school 
buildings. The science block, two storeys 
high, will contain two laboratories for 
physics, two for chemistry and two for 
biology, a lecture room, optics room, pre- 
paration rooms, a laboratory workshop, two 
general classrooms, etc. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


ALDERSHOT.—PC council of St. Augus- 
tine’s propose new Lady Chapel, Sacristy, 
Vestry and flower room. 

AMPTHILL.—Interlas Ltd. propose erec- 
tion of new factory at Station-rd. 

ASPULL.—UDC propose erection of 46 
dwellings during 1962. 

BARNOLDSWICK.—Following for UDC: 
Discussions for town centre redevelopment 
plan being discussed; reservation of land at 
Harper-st. for future residential development. 

BASINGSTOKE.—TC is applying for plan- 
ning permission for construction of sewage 
disposal works on land to north-east of 
Basing Lodge Farm, Basing. . . . TC has 
approved following: Erection of 20 maison- 
ettes and garages at Norn House, Reading-rd. 
for H. N. Edwards & Partners; erection of 
building for vehicle storage, by-pass service 
station for Jacksons (Basingstoke) Ltd.; use 
of land for residential development, adjoining 
140 Kempshott-la. for Mr. M. A. Chivers. 

CREWE.—BC propose erection of new 
public library. Est. £120,000 

CREWKERNE (Som.).—Somerset Stand- 
ing Joint Committee plan erection of Police 
Station, house and flats at Crewkerne. 

CROWTHORNE.—Berks, CC propose erec- 
tion of new primary school at £76,186 est. 

CROWTHORNE.—Easthampstead RDC 
propose aged persons’ flats between Lower 
Broadmoor-rd. and Wellington-rd. 

DARLINGTON.—Provincial Cinemato- 
graph Theatres Ltd. are seeking permission 
to erect shops and offices on the site of their 
Gaumont Cinema, Darlington. 

DERBY.—Rolls Royce & Associates Ltd. 
propose erection of cafeteria at Raynesway. 

IDCOT.—Boyd Gibbins Ltd. propose 
housing development at Hagbourne-rd... . 
Thames Valley Trustee Savings Bank propose 
rebuilding of bank premises at Station-rd. 

DUNSTABLE.—Ministry of Works pro- 
pose new head post office and sorting office 
at High-st. 

DURHAM.—City C are to sell land to the 

Ministry of Works for the erection of various 
Government offices. . . . RDC has received 
loan sanction for £102,619 for the erection of 
66 houses with roads and sewers on three 
sites. The work will be done by direct 
labour. J. F. Willis, Byland Lodge, Durham, 
is the Council’s Housing Architect. 
City Council has approved plans by Durham 
University for arts building at New Elvet 
(architect, Marshall Sisson, Godmanchester, 
Huntingdon), and geology buildings, etc., at 
South-rd. (architects, Easton, Robertson, 
Cusdin, Preston and Smith, 53 Bedford-sq., 
London, WC1). It is likely to be about nine 
months before tenders are obtained 

DUR —City C has approved an ap- 
plication by R. E, Coleman, Ltd., builders and 
contractors, High-st., Carrville, Durham, to 
erect 38 houses at The Sands. 

EAST OAKLEY (Hants.)—Subject to con- 
currence of Basingstoke joint town develop- 
ment committee, the county planning com- 
mittee has granted permission for erection 
of 24 detached houses on 24 plots adjacent to 
Oakley Stores, East Oakley. 

ECCLES.—CoE Auth. propose erection of 
new sec. sch. at Brookhouse Farm estate. 

. Divisional Health Committee seek site 
for erection of aged persons’ daily club. 

FARNBOROUGH.—UDC propose erec- 
tion of 12 flats and 12 maisonettes ag Broom- 
hill-rd., Minley estate. . new 
Church Hall and flat on the corner = Alex- 
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andra-rd. and Guildford- rd., is proposed by 
the PC council of St. Mark’s. 

GATESHEAD.—Plans have been prepared 
by M. and H. Gatoff, 26 Moseley-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, for the erection of two shops 
and flats at Split Crow-rd. for the Battin 
Economy Co. Outline plans have 
been approved for a shopping centre, which 
it is understood will comprise about 50 
shops, at Ellison-st. and High-st. for the 
E. A. Coleman companies. The architect is 
H. O. Luder, 79 Regency-st., London, SW1. 
: . Ardin and Brookes, 6 Cavendish- 
pl., " London, WI, are the architects for pro- 
posed shops and supermarket at High-st. 
for the Charterbridge group of companies. 

C. Solomon, 30 St. Mary’s-pl., New- 
castle-on- -Tyne, is the architect for a pro- 
posed meat depot at St. anapebee 
Gateshead, for R. D. Nicholson. 

Ministry inquiry has been held into an shal 
by Isaac Tucker and Co. Ltd., brewers, 
against the TC’s rejection of plans for de- 
veloping their premises in West-st., Gates- 
head. The firm’s architect’s are Arthur and 
Kirkup, 13 Swinburne-st., Gateshead. x 
Plans have been prepargd for additions to 
a supermarket at Durham-rd. for L. and 
Stores Ltd. The architects are Bartlett and 
Gray, 14 Bridgford-rd., West Bridgford, 
Nottingham. 

MANCHESTER.—Following for TC: Erec- 
tion of 4 dwellings, doctor’s surgery and 
caretaker’s flat at City-rd., Hulme; two blocks 
of 4-storey maisonettes at Kesteven-rd., Har- 
purhey; acquisition of land at Cross-la., 
Marple, Ches., for overspill purposes; 
negotiating for purchase of land at Platt 
Court site, Rusholme, for residential develop- 
ment; maternity and child welfare centres at 
Cheetham/Whalley Range; new college of 
commerce at Sackville-st.; recreational club 
canteen at Briscoe-la.. Newton Heath; the 
erection of sec. school/grammar school at 
Gorton area has received approval in prin- 


ciple. . . . To negotiate the following con- 
tracts: 474 dwellings at Heywood, Lancs., 
with W. J. Simms Sons & Cooke Ltd., Not- 


tingham (extension of contract); 203 dwellings 
at Hattersley overspill site with Roy & Part- 
ners Ltd., Salford; 12-storey block of 58 flats 
at Fairbourne-rd., Levenshulme, with G. 
Wimpey & Co. Lt . Ronald Chains Ltd. 
propose factory extensions at Manchester- 
rd., Chorlton-cum-Hardy. The erec- 
tion of a two-storey bakery and store at rear 
of 746 Wilmslow-rd., Didsbury, is proposed 


by Mr. N. Coe. . Metrovincial Pro- 
perties Ltd., London, propose converting 
Shaftesbury Cinema, Stockport-rd., Long- 


sight, into 4 shops. . « RC Auth. pro- 
pose erection of St. Paul’s sec. school at 
Newall Green. A Hamburger 
proposes conversion of existing house into 
9 flatlets at 53 Brighton-grove, Rusholme. 

, Rusholme TC to consult with Man- 
chester & District Brewers’ Society regard- 
ing sites at Langley, Middleton for public 
house development. 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—D. Brown, 10 
Lambton-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, is the archi- 
tect for a proposed assembly hall at St. 
Cuthbert’s Convent, Jesmond-rd. . 

L. J. Couves and Partners, Grainger Cham- 
bers, Hood-st., Newcastle, have prepared 
plans for community centre at Newton-pl. 
for the High Heaton Tenants’ Association. 

, Offices are proposed at Portland-ter. 
for the Midland Employers’ Mutual Assur- 
ance Co. Ltd. Architect is R. Turley, 42 
Jesmond-rd., Newcastle. Plans have 
been prepared by Cackett, Burns Dick and 
MacKellar, 21 Ellison-pl., Newcastle, for arts, 
craft, and gymnasium block at St. Mary’s 
Training College at the Convent of the 
Sacred Heart, Fenham Hall Drive, Newcastle. 

: City C has received Ministry con- 
sent to use 994 acres of land at Kenton for 
houses, schools and open spaces. City A is 


G. Kenyon, 18 Cloth Market, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. . . Subject to Ministry consent, 
Messrs. William Leech Ltd., builders and 


contractors, St. James-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
are to spend about £250,000 on the erection 
of blocks of flats at Benwell. The plans in- 
clude one 8-storey block and two 3-storey 
blocks with 125 housing units. The scheme, 
although approved by the planning authori- 
ties, does not conform to the town plan, and 
Ministry sanction is also necessary. 





NORTHUMBERLAND.—Planning permis- 
sion has been granted for a fire station at 
Allendale for CC. 

NOTTINGHAM.—Barjack Properties Ltd. 
propose hotel extensions at The Poultry. 

The Prudential Assurance Co. Ltd. 
propose erection of offices/bank at Canning 
Circus. 

OSWESTRY.—BC propose erection of 64 
flats on slum cleared sites. 

OXFORD.—Oak Property Co. Ltd., Lon- 
don, propose redevelopment of site at 104 
London-rd., Headington. Architect: A. J. 
Fowles, 10 Great James-st., Bedford Row, 
London, WCl.... Governors of St. Hilda’s 
College propose residential block at Cowley- 
pl. Architects: Richardson and Houfe, 24 
Queen Anne-st., London, W1. 

PENMAENMAWR.— Gregory Housing 
Ltd. are in consultation with UDC regarding 
residential development Bryn Bella site. 

RICHMOND (Yorks).—RDC is to seek 
sites at Gilling for the erection of 20 bun- 
galows and 20 houses. 

RIPLEY.—W. M. Newte proposes class- 
room block at Ripley Court school. 

ROCHDALE.—Following for BC: Branch 
library at Balderstone, £20,000 est.; exten- 
sions to Mellor-st. "bus depot during 1962, 
£203,500 est. 

SWINTON & PENDLEBURY.—BC pro- 
pose erection of 36 dwellings at Richmond- 
st., Clifton and 28 dwellings at Water-st.... 
Lawefield Estates Ltd. propose residential 
development at Clifton House-rd, . G. 
Wimpey & Co. Ltd. are seeking sites for 
residential development. 

WALLINGFORD (Berks.).—RDC is not to 
raise objections to development of 19 build- 
ings of under 5,000 sq. ft. each on Station-rd. 
industrial site, Didcot. 

WALTON & WEYBRIDGE—UDC is to 
go ahead with swimming pool proposal. New 
estimate being prepared with submission to 
MH&LG as project to be commenced in 
1963/4. 

WALTON.—UDC propose erection of new 
Council Offices at New Zealand-ave. 

WARRINGTON.—Metro-Cutanit Ltd. pro- 
pose erection of new factory at Grappenhall. 

WASHINGTON (Co. Durham).—Tube In- 
vestments Ltd., Birmingham, have submitted 
outline plans to the planning authorities for 
their large new works at Washington. The 
project includes electric welding tube mill, 
hot mill, cold drawn mill, and ancillary 
works. The firm have prepared their own 
plans. ... UDC has submitted to the MH&LG 
for further consideration a sewage disposal 
scheme estimated to cost £375,000. The 
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Council’s consulting engineers are D. Balfour 
and Sons, 145 Pilgrim-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

WEST HARTLEPOOL.—Boro’ A (A. G. 
Sinclair), Municipal Buildings, West Hartle- 
pool. has prepared plans for a proposed hall, 
library and clinic on the Owton Manor estate 
and tenders are being invited. 

WEST MOLESLEY (Surrey).—A start on 
the building of about 800 houses and flats 
on Hurst Park Racecourse will be made at 
the end of next year. Partners in the scheme 
will be Hurst Park Club Syndicate and 
Wates Ltd., 1258 London-rd., SW16. 

WIGAN.—Corpn. are to build a further 
47 houses for sale at Tunstall-la., Pemberton 
and four five-storey blocks of maisonettes 
and flats at Dumbarton Green. 

WILTON (North Yorks).—Imperial Chemi- 
cal Industries Ltd. are to carry out large ex- 
tensions to their nylon works at Wilton. 

WINCHESTER.—CC has approved preli- 
minary scheme for re-organisation of city 
library, est. £15,000. Plans have been pre- 
pared by Mr. R. A. Green of Sir Hugh Cas- 
son, Neville Conder & Partners, 35 Thurloe 
Place, SW7. The scheme is phased in city’s 
fourth year capital expenditure programme. 
. . . Permission for the erection of 95 houses 
for the fourth stage of the Teg Down estate 
scheme has been granted. ... RDC proposes 
construction of sewage disposal works at 
Southbrook-ple., Micheldever, and at Station 
Hill, Itchen Abbas. . .. City C has accepted 
a £115,724 tender for erection of shops, 
offices and maisonettes on site at St. George’s 
and Upper Brook-streets, subject to Govern- 
ment consent and loan sanction. The build- 
ings will be in accordance with plans already 
approved by the Council to designs of the 
consultants, Sir Hugh Casson & Partners. 

City Council’s schemes listed for next 
5 years at request of MH&LG include: 
Purchase of land for development of the 
Brooks area—1961 /2 £60,000; 1962/3 £40,000; 
and 1965/6 £400,000 flats at Winnall; 
£100,000 construction of 40 dwellings in 
Wales-st..; £126,000 re-development, St. 
George’s-st., prepared by Sir Hugh Casson; 
and £750,000 re-development of Eastgate 
and Boundary-streets area. 

WOKING.—Regional Hospital Bd. propose 
general practitioner unit at the Maternity 
Hospital. 


TENDERS 


(a) Denotes accepted. 

(Pa) Denotes provisionally accepted. 

(ra) Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

(AM) Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

(Gp) Denotes accepted subject to approval by appro- 
priate Government Department. 


ARMAGH.—Construction of 44 miles of 
the Birches motorway, including the erection 
of a bridge over the Blackwater River and 
five road bridges for CC. (aA) Thomas Lowe 
& Sons (Carryduff) Ltd., Carryduff, Co. 
Down, £1,938,860. 

BILLERICAY (Essex).—Construction of a 
factory and office for John Tann Ltd. Archi- 
tect: G. W. Mills. (a) Ronald Lyon Con- 
struction Ltd., Walton-on-Thames, Surrey, 
£230,000. 

BILLINGHAM-ON-TEES.—Erection of 43 
houses on Low Grange estate for UDC. (a) 
Moore and Cartwright Ltd., 44 High-st., 
Norton-on-Tees. 

BRADFORD.—Erection of 20 old peoples’ 
flats at Haworth for TC. (a) Direct labour, 
£34,602. 

CAMBERWELL.—Erection of 10 flats, 12 
shops, etc.,; at Acorn-pl. (development area 
3) for BC. (pa) Direct labour, £75,194. 

CANTERBURY.—Construction of new 
machine house and effluent treatment plant 
at Chartham Paper mill for Wiggins, Teape 
& Co. Ltd. Constg. engrs.: W. S. Atkins & 
Ptnrs. (A) Richard Costain Ltd., £200,000. 

CARLISLE.—Additions to the College of 
Art (stage 1) for City C. City E is L. J. A. 
Stow. (A) F. Parkinson Ltd., Mowbray-dr., 
Blackpool. 

CRAWLEY.—Erection of 307 dwellings, 
each with lock-up garage, at Furnace Green 
neighbourhood for the Development Cor- 


poration, Architect: H. S. Howgrave- 
Graham. (A) Carlton Contractors Ltd., 
Carlton-hse., Ashley-rd., Epsom, Surrey, 
£849,817. 


FELLING (Co, Durham).—Erection of 18 
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bungalows and 21 garages at Keir Hardie- 
ave. for UDC. Surveyor is R. Morton. (A) 
Direct labour, £26,619. 

GRIMSBY.—Widening of fish dock. (A) 
Yorkshire Hennebique Construction Co. 
Ltd., York, £56,000. 

HALIFAX.—New factory and admin. block 
for John Mackintosh & Sons Ltd. Architect: 
4 — (A) Higgs and Hill Ltd., 

IMMINGHAM. — Reconstruction and 
modernisation of docks. (A) John Mowlem 
& Co. Ltd., £444,000. 

ISLINGTON.—Construction of warehouse 
for the House of Selincourt. Architects: 
Carl Fisher & Associates. (a) Ronald Lyon 
Construction Ltd., Walton-on-Thames, 
Surrey, £117,000. 

LANCASTER.—Nurses’ home at Royal 
Infirmary for Manchester Regional Hospital 
Bd. (aA) Arthur O. Thoms. 

LEEDS.—New territorial centre at Skin- 
ner-la. for West Riding Territorial & Aux- 
iliary Forces Ass. (A) Cawood, Wharton & 
Co. Ltd., Harrogate. New offices and factory 
at Sweet-st. light industrial estate for Mary- 
ville Investment Co, Ltd. (a) Walter G. Birch 
(Harrogate) Ltd. New silo, brew house and 
store at South Brook-st. for Joshua Tetley & 
Son Ltd. (aA) R. H. Thompson Ltd. Offices, fac- 
tory and sub-station at Torre-rd. for Stokes & 
Dalton Ltd. (a) M. Harrison & Co. (Leeds) 


Ltd. 

LIVERPOOL.—Improvements to ward an- 
cillaries at Rainhill Hospital for Regional 
Hospital Bd. (a) Mohin (Bebington) Ltd. 

LONDON (Fulham).—Repair, improvement 
and redecoration of the Hugon-rd. annexe 
oo eee county sec. sch. for girls, for 


S. C. Grover, Ltd, 
Walter Gladding & Co. Ltd. . 
Clemens Bros., Ltd. .. 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd. 
H. Franklin & Sons, Ltd. 
a Buckingham & Sons, Ltd. 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £24, 305. 

LONDON (Holborn & St. Pancras). —Im- 

provement at Holborn-Kingsway intersection 
for LCC. 
T. H. Contractors Ltd. .. . £138,118 
Alderton Construction Co. Ltd. . 125,032 
Mowlem (Civil Engineering) Ltd. 122,819 
(A) Fitzpatrick and Son (Contrac- 

tors) Ltd. .- 119,821 

t After arithmetical correction 
Chief engineer’s comparable estimate is 
£124,000. 

LONDON (iIslington).—Erection of 59 
dwellings, etc., at Barnsbury estate for LCC. 
Y. J. Lovell (London) Ltd. ... £196,360 
Thomas & Edge Ltd., .. 195,636 
A. T. Rowley (London) Ltd. . 

W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke Ltd. 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors) Ltd. 
Thomas McInerney & Sons Ltd. 
(A) Rowley Bros. Ltd. ... 

LONDON (Islington). —Provision of piled 
foundations for new buildings at Northern 
Polytechnic, Islington, for LCC. 

The Cementation Co. Ltd. ... . £32,412 
McKinney Foundations Ltd. 29,428 
(a) Soil Mechanics Ltd. ... wos Sognen 
Architect’s preliminary estimate is £19,300. 

LONDON (Lambeth).—Extending and im- 
proving the Lawn-la. pe of Vauxhall 
Manor school for LCC 
Wm. J. Jerram Ltd. .. E . £83,212 
Marshall-Andrew & Co. Ltd. 82, 820 
Henry Kent (Builders) Ltd. 80,278 
= Demolition & Construction Co. 

Ltd. . 77,295 
75,950 


¥.. fs Lovell (London) Ltd. 

Thomas & Edge Ltd. 74,321 
(A) W. J. Marston & Son ae 71,140 
Comparable estimate of the appointed archi- 
tect, Mr. Elie Mayorcas, is £71,000 


LONDON (Poplar).—Repair, improvement 
and redecoration of Devons county prim. 
sch. for LCC. 

J. W. Falkner & Sons Ltd. . £26,573 
R. J. Rowley Ltd. 24,615 
ar (Bow) Ltd. 23,892 

C. Grover Ltd. e 23,450 
8. H. Groves & Co. Ltd. 22,715 
Hammond & Miles Ltd. 22,671 
(A) Clemens Bros. Ltd. a me rs 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £21 ,079. 

LONDON (Southall).—Laying out of edu- 


cational playing field at Warren Farm for 
LCC. 


The En-Tout-Cas Co. Ltd. ... ... £83,595 
Bradshaw Bros. (Contractors) Ltd. 78,182 
St. Mary’s (Contractors) Ltd. 4,345 
Kinman (Contractors) Ltd. 

A. J. Ward & Sons Ltd, ... : 

(aA) E. Doe & Sons (Contracts) Ltd. 66, 142 
Comparable estimate of the chief officer of 
the parks department is £81,300. 

LONDON (Southwark).—Erection of 48 
ao etc., at Haddonhall estate for LCC. 

J. Simms, Sons & Cooke Ltd. _ ,432 
Ward & Paterson Ltd. ... 9,660 
Tersons Ltd. 178. 775 
Wilson Lovatt & Sons Ltd. 174.440 
Griggs & Son Ltd. ... 174,428 
W. J. Whittall & Son Ltd. 

Stewart & Partners Ltd. 

Kirk & Kirk Ltd. : 

(A) Thomas McInerney & Sons Ltd. % 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £156,245. 

LONDON (Stepney).—Construction at 
Stifford estate of 36 maisonettes in two four- 
storey blocks together with 20 garages and 
14 tenants’ stores on the Cherry-pl. site and 
the construction of 96 maisonettes in five 
four-storey blocks, six two-storey terrace 
houses and three shops, together with 14 
garages, 14 parking spaces, ‘and 37 tenants’ 
stores, on the Clive-st. site, for LCC. 

Griggs & Sons Ltd. . £476,422 
Kirk & Kirk Ltd. .. 450,120 
A. T. Rowley (London) Ltd. 450,102 
Rush & Tompkins Ltd Se 449,980 
Rowley Bros. Ltd. ... 445,314 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors) Ltd. 436,384 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke Ltd. 433,229 
Thomas - nemaedin & Sons Ltd.. 429,897 
Wates Ltd. . 427,085 
(a) Tersons Ltd. 419,763 
> comparable estimate is £425,931. 

LON (Wandsworth).—Erection of 
divinonal fire station at Old Town, Clapham, 
for the LCC. 

Kirk and Kirk Ltd. ... ... £188,923 
Rowley Bros. Ltd. ; 

Rice and Son Ltd. ... id 

W. H. Gaze & Sons Ltd. ... 

Holloway Brothers (London) Ltd. 

M. J. Gleeson 5” eae Ltd. 

Thomas & Edge Ltd. te 

(A) Galbraith Bros. Ltd. . 

LONDON (Wandsworth). —Erection of new 
day school for physically handicapped boys 
and girls at St. Margaret’s-cres., Wands- 
worth, for the LCC. 

Ellis Berg Contractors Ltd. ... . £63,408 
H. T. Oliver & Sons Ltd. .... 58,165 
W. J. Marston & Son Ltd. ... 56,775 


Always keep some 


: Comentne 


in the yard — 





to save you time— 
and trouble 
through the year 


¢ WATERPROOFERS 
e HARDENERS 
e PERMANENT COLOURS 
° TINTING LIQUIDS 


Write for a copy of the Cementone Handbook to 
JOSEPH FREEMAN SONS & CO LTD 
CEMENTONE WORKS, LONDON, S.W.18 
Tel. VANdyke 2432 (10 lines) 











Henry Kent (Builders) Ltd. 

Siggs & Chapman Ltd. 

M. Howard (Mitcham) Ltd. 

G. Ward (Ealing) Ltd. e 

(a) J. & J. Dean (Contracts) Ltd. 

Comparable estimate of the ‘appointed 
architects, Messrs. James Cubitt & Partners, 
is £51,800 (fixed price tender). 

(cp) LONDON (Admiralty).—Particulars 
of contracts over £4,000 in value: Carmar- 
thenshire: Light and power installation; 
Campbell & Isherwood Ltd., Cardiff. Fife: 
Cable distribution and street lighting instal- 
lation; James Kilpatrick & Son Ltd., Paisley. 
Pembrokeshire: Runways extensions; Taylor 
Woodrow’ Construction Ltd., Southall. 
Renfrewshire: Construction of jetty; Kinnear 
Moodie & Co. Ltd., Glasgow. 

(Gp) LONDON (Air Ministry).—Contracts 
to the value of £4,000 or over for week ended 
October 13: Building work: Wittering, 
Northants; A. Monk & Co. Ltd., PO Box No. 
4, Stamford, Lincs. Binbrook, Lincs.; A. Monk 
& Co. Ltd., PO Box No. 4, Stamford, Lincs. 
Weybourne, Norfolk; Walter Lawrence & 
Son, Ltd., Swaffham, Norfolk. Chicksands, 
Bedford; A. Roberts & Co. Ltd., 79 Eccleston- 
sq., London, SW1. Coningsby, Lincs.; Wm. 
Wright & Son (Lincoln) Ltd., Park-st., Lin- 
coln. Collafirth Hill, Shetland Isles; R. Pert 
& Sons, Ltd., Montrose, Angus. Sleap, 
Shropshire; Whitchurch (Salop) Contractors, 
Ltd., Whitchurch, Salop. Painting work: 
Middleton St. George Roc. Hars., Durham 
City; William Herd & Co. Ltd., 95 Baker-st., 
London, W1. Dishforth, Yorks, etc.; Seddon 
Stoke Ltd., 55 Duke-st., Fenton, Stoke-on- 
Trent, Staffs. Hendon, Middlesex, etc.; 
Abbott of Harrow Ltd., 23-25 Northolt-rd., 
Harrow, Middx. Wyton, etc., Huntingdon- 
shire; T. E. Cundy & Son Ltd., 28 Belgrave- 
rd., Leicestershire. North Weald, Essex; 
Arnold Sharrocks: Ltd., 175 Northcote-rd., 
Battersea, SW11. Artificers work: Burderop, 
Wilts.; F. Rendell & Sons Ltd., Devizes, Wilt- 
os 'Spitalgate, Lincs., etc.; Bettles Building 

Co. Ltd., Peterborough, Northants. Topcliffe, 
Yorks, etc.; F. Shepherd & Son Ltd., Rich- 
mond, Yorkshire. Heating services: Lyne- 
ham, Wilts.; G. N. Haden & Sons Ltd., PO 
Box No. 14, 7/12 Tavistock-sq., London, 
WCl. Electrical mains distribution & air- 
field lighting services: London Airport; Elec- 
trical Installations Ltd., 65 Vincent-sq., 
London, SW1. No. 1 works area (Binbrook, 
Grantham, etc.); Holliday (Eastern) Ltd., 
Ipswich, Suffolk. No. 3 works area (Carlisle, 
Durham, etc.); N. G. Bailey & Co. Ltd., Ilk- 
ley, Yorks, No. 7 works area, (Homiton, 
Mildenhall, etc.); Holliday (Eastern) Ltd., 
Ipswich, Suffolk. 


(cp) LONDON (British Railways).—Con- 
tracts placed by the Eastern Region: Altera- 
tions to existing building and provision of 
concrete slab for new building for machine 
accounting centre, Peterborough; Bernard 
Stokeley Ltd., Rose-gdns., Eastfield, Peter- 
borough, Northants. Construction of a new 
signalbox at Boultham Junction, Lincoln; 
Wellerman Bros, Ltd., Dun-st., Sheffield 3. 
Supply and erection of an electrical instal- 
lation at Melton Constable Station, goods 
depot and yard; Bowers & Barr Ltd., Service 
House, 24 Regent-st., Gt. Yarmouth, Norfolk. 
Reconstruction of awning and resurfacing of 
down platform at Lincoln St. Marks Station; 
Wm. Proctor & Sons Ltd., 54 Denby-st., 
Sheffield 2. Reconstruction of awnings over 
down and up platforms, provision of new 
waiting room to up platform and ancillary 
works at Louth Station; Wm. Proctor & Sons 
Ltd., 54 Denby-st., Sheffield 2. Provision of 
heating installation together with boilers, 
plant, etc., and hot water services including 
external heating mains for the district and 
signal engineers’ workshops, signal engineers’ 
stores and district and signal engineers’ offices 
and messroom at Marshgate yard, Doncaster; 
The Freeman Heating Co. Ltd., 314-314a Bal- 
ham High-rd., Balham, London, SW17. 


(Gp) LONDON (British Railways).—Recent 
London Midland contracts: Cleaning of 
stonework at Carlisle citadel station; Regal 
Stone Cleaning & Restoration Co., London, 
N10. Resurfacing of platform at Preston 
passenger station; The Limmer & Trinidad 
Lake Asphalt Co, Ltd., Manchester 12. Sup- 
ply, fabrication and delivery of steelwork for 
reconstruction of bridge No. 6 superstructure 





758 


at Leek Wooton, Coventry/Leamington line; 
J. Booth & Sons (Bolton) Ltd., Bolton. Clean- 
ing and painting of Bolton Trinity-st. station. 
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(cp) LONDON (MoW).—Contracts placed 
for week ended October 7: Bedfordshire: 
Extension of hardstanding at telephone engi- 
neering centre, Bedford; Lavender & Bate- 
man (1937) Ltd., 68 Regent-st., Cambridge. 
Buckinghamshire: New telephone exchange 
at Chalfont-St-Giles; E. S. Gates Ltd., Chal- 
font Station-rd., Amersham. Hertfordshire: 
Erection of a building compound store at 
British Road Services, Garston; Charles 
Brightman & Sons Ltd., Ebury-rd., Watford. 
Lancashire: Adaptations to building at Post 
Office repair depot, Bamber Bridge; Thos. 
Craft & Sons Ltd., Holme Slack Works, 
Blackpool-rd., Preston. Middlesex: Desilting 
banks and strengthening at Longford river; 
A. S. Streeter & Co. Ltd., Catteshall Wharf, 
Godalming, Surrey. Norfolk: Modernisation 
of public office at Head Post Office, Gt. Yar- 
mouth; H. A. Holmes & Sons Ltd., South 
Icehouse Hill, Gorleston, Norfolk. Warwick- 
shire: Erection of telephone exchange at Post 
Office, Hampton-in-Arden; J. J. Gallagher 
Ltd., 28-36 Lea-rd., Sparkhill, Birmingham 
II. Erection of telephone exchange at Post 
Office, Henley-in-Arden; Biddle & Hamer 
(Birmingham) Ltd., 239 Stratford-rd., Shirley, 
Solihull. 

(cp) LONDON (War Dept.).—Contracts 
placed for week ended Oct. 6: Anglesey: 
Building at Ty Croes; Watkin Jones & Sons 
Ltd., Bangor. Breconshire: Roadwork at 
Sennybridge; O. J. Elliott & Co. Ltd., Bristol. 
Dorset: Building at Lulworth Camp; Camp- 
bell & McGill Ltd., Winchester. Essex: Mis- 
cellaneous at Colchester; Rogers Bros. Ltd., 
Felixstowe. Hampshire: Building at Tid- 
worth; Thos. King & Sons (Builders) Ltd., 
Andover. Painting and decorating at 
Tidworth; Fields (Reading) Ltd., Reading. 
Kent: Miscellaneous at Medway area; i 
Holden, Rainham. Leicestershire: Miscel- 
laneous at Branston; W. J. Warner Ltd., 
Derby. Worcestershire: Miscellaneous at 
North Worcester area; G. Harrison & Son 
(Builders) Ltd., Droitwich. Yorkshire: Build- 
ing at Catterick Camp; Edgar Lawson Ltd., 
Darlington. 

MANCHESTER.—Following for TC: Erec- 
tion of 44 dwellings at Nuthurst-rd., Moston, 
(a) F. Gannon & Son (Manchester) Ltd. Aged 
persons’ club at Barmouth-st., Openshaw. 
(a) Vic Hallam Ltd. Two buildings for radar 
: uipment at Manchester Airport. (a) Direct 
abour. 

MANCHESTER.—Erection of a block of 
offices at Booth-st. for Langbourne Estates 
Ltd. Architects: Cruickshank & Seward. (A) 
J. Gerrard & Sons Ltd., £115,000. 

MANSFIELD.—Extensions to factory at 
Kirkland-ave. for Seal & Turner Ltd. (a) 
J. W. Richards & Co. Ltd. 

ST. MARYLEBONE.—Renovating and 
modernising of Chester-terr. (Nash-terr.), 
Regent’s Park for Hallmark Securities Ltd. 
Architects: Louis de Soissons, Peacock, 
Hodges and Robertson. (aA) Holland & Han- 
nen and Cubitts (Gt. Britain) Ltd., £14m. 

NORTHUMBERLAND.—Erection of sec. 
sch. at Guide Post for CC. (a) Gilbert Ash 
Ltd., London, £193,000 (estimated cost). 

OXFORD.—Staff houses and garages at 
Fair Mile, Littlemore and St. John’s Hospitals 
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for the Regional Hospital Bd. (a) John Laing 
and Son Ltd., £146,320. 

QUEENSBURY & SHELF.—Following for 
UDC: Erection of 30 ‘ Homeville’ dwellings 
at Cockhill estate. (a) E. Brian Totty & Son 
Ltd., Bradford. Erection of 46 ‘ Homeville’ 
dwellings at New Park-rd. estate. (a) E. 
Brian Totty & Son Ltd. 

SHEFFIELD.—New four-storey depart- 
ment store for Cole Brothers (John Lewis 
Partnership). Architects: Yorke, Rosenberg 
& Mardall. (a) Trollope & Colls Ltd. 

SHEFFIELD.—Erection of 82 dwellings, 
14 double garages, 4 shops and a sub-station 
at Netherthorpe Redevelopment area for TC. 
(a) Bailey & Martyn (Holdings) Ltd. New 
Chaucer II sec. sch. for TC. (a) George 
Longden & Son Ltd., £253,132. 

SLOUGH.—New factory buildings at Ajex- 
ave. for Slough Estates Ltd. (aA) Wm. Hartley 
& Sons (Wexham) Ltd. 

SOUTHPORT.—Erection of 56 houses at 
Staveley-rd. housing site, Ainsdale for CBC. 
Boro’ A&TP Officer is Wilfred L. Lowrey. 
(a) Sir Robert Lloyd & Co. Ltd., Port Cause- 
way, Bromborough, Cheshire, £125,814 (fixed 


price). 

SUNDERLAND.—Redevelopment work at 
Roker for Corporation’s seaside and enter- 
tainments department. (A) Tarmac Civil En- 
gineering Ltd., Bowesfield-la., Stockton-on- 
Tees, £29,150. Erection of 20 houses on the 
Hylton Red House estate and 24 on Thorney- 
cl., estate for TC. (a) T. Stewart, Peacock-st. 
west, Sunderland. 

WAKEFIELD.—Erection of 90 dwellings, 
etc., at on various sites for City C. City E is 
J. N. Sedgwick. (a) Messrs. Harlow & Milner 
Ltd., Wakefield, £112,681. 

WEST HARTLEPOOL.—Erection of 44 
houses on Rift House estate and 29 in the 
central area of the town, all for TC. (a) 
G. M. Pearson and Son, Front-st., Hetton, 
Co. Durham. 

WESTMINSTER.—New showrooms, offices 
and flats at Arlington-st., St. James’s, SWI, 
for Kingsmere Investment Co. Ltd. Architects: 
R. Seifert & Ptnrs. (a) Taylor Woodrow 
Group, £100,000 (approx.). 

WOLVERHAMPTON.—New warehouse at 
Williamson-st. for A. F. Blakemore & Son 
Ltd. (a) Knowles Bros. Ltd. 
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